
Minutes of the Parent Partnership Meeting  

17 November 2016 

Attendees: Jackie Shave, Val Lamond-Mattocks, Julia Parsons, Rachel Riches, Catherine Sotiriou, 

Gillian Tate, Mrs Youngman, Sarah Moore, Rosie Barrack 

1. Apologies: Mrs Lusher, Jo Oliver, Adele Wylie, Jackie Hay 

2. Introduction: Esther Das (ED) outlined what Parent Partnership is all about – supporting 

communication between parents and school to share ideas, raise issues and maintain a good 

working relationship between the two parties. (If you wish to raise an issue which is specific 

to your child, please contact the relevant year team.) 

3. Bouquet:  

 Mrs Pilkington and the Learning Support team. The transition to high school is 

excellent for students with additional needs. Communication is always promptly 

managed. 

4. Main Item: Information, Advice and Guidance (IAG) – Juliet English. Juliet outlined what IAG 

each year group is given and the reasons for it. It is important that we provide this support 

for students from the start of high school to create and sustain aspirations. Key event is the 

Careers Fair on 11 January 2017.  

Students can log onto Fast Tomato as a really useful website. The school code is COP1. Once 

logged on and registered, students can access at any time in the future. 

 

Question: What’s the process regarding work placements? 

Answer: Students are encouraged to find their own placements, but the school does 

organise some placements. 

 

The powerpoint resource for Mrs English’s item is attached with the minutes. 

 

5. AOB 

Q: Could the publication of the school’s Chronicle be better communicated? 

A: We used to do a letter which went out in registers to all students to say that the Chronicle was 

available on the Website. However, we put a pop up on the website for the last edition to say it was 

available and will continue to do so. 

If a letter is going out – for example, to tell parents about the end of term – as with Xmas and 

Summer Terms – it is always mentioned in the letter when the Chronicle will be available. 

Q: Can parents reply to the text message about absence? 

A: Parents can reply to the text or email and do not have to phone in. They can also use the app to 

inform us of absence or appointments. 

Q: How are we accommodating non-English speaking students? 

A: On arrival, EALs are tested using a standardised spelling and reading test as a benchmark. They 

then follow an English speaking student (selected by the HoY) for two weeks (a complete timetable 

cycle) before being given their own timetable. If necessary, options are discussed. 

  



Support offered: 

 Intervention & support in lessons  

 Morning conversation club by invitation  

 Literacy booster each morning  

 Lexia programme for selected EALs  

 Mrs Grigoriciuc is Romanian and works every afternoon to communicate with carers, 
translate text and complete other related duties  

 Homework club during WOW 

 Socialisation through games and chat each lunchtime in A109  

 Some limited withdrawal if appropriate with the permission of the teacher to focus on the 
learning in that subject 

 

Q: Can staff give specific details of websites to assist students and parents with homework? 

A: ED sent out an email to all staff following the Parent Partnership meeting to request that this 

happens, as a matter of good practice to widen out students’ usage of web materials and to assist 

with the search of information. 

Q: Go4 Schools – there are still some issues regarding the picture of student progress. 

A: A survey was sent out to parents with the latest report for some year groups to gain feedback 

about the current system. ED will give further feedback on this at the next meeting. 

Q: The new toilets are often out of order or blocked, and there is a lack of soap. In addition, there 

is a lack of drinking water facilities. 

A: There have been a few teething problems with the toilets and some new parts had to be ordered 

and installed, but all seem to be working now. 

We are currently looking at costs and possible locations to expand on the water filling solutions 

currently available with a view to installing during February half term. 

Q: Can there be a more consistent message about wearing jumpers? 

A: This has been raised with the Vice Principal in charge of pastoral and also at the Heads of Year 

meeting. Now that the weather is colder there is not so much of an issue with when students are 

wearing jumpers but we will agree a protocol for the warmer months. 

Q: Can anything be done to resolve classrooms being closed at lunchtimes? Students are sitting in 

the corridors at lunchtime. 

A: Students are able to go to a range of areas inside during lunchtime and there are some classrooms 

open. We will be reviewing our lunchtime arrangements. 

Q: Can the canteen provide specific details of what my child has eaten? 

A: Unfortunately not;  the canteen system was inherited from the previous providers and it has been 

set up to only provide general descriptions of food types/ 


