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Important Dates For Your Diary
IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 24 May

Year 9 Ardeche trip leaves un l Saturday 1 June
Year 13 Leavers Day/Study Leave

Saturday 25 May

Year 8 Sail France trip leaves un l Saturday 1 June

HALF TERM: Monday 27 May – Friday 31 May
Monday 3 June

GCE Wri en Exams begin

Tuesday 4 June

Year 10 Work Experience orienta on a ernoon

Friday 7 June

Year 9 Meningi s etc. Vaccina ons – Surnames N ‐ Z

Monday 10 June

Year 10 Work Experience fortnight begins

Tuesday 11 June

Year 7 Celebra on Evening in the Sports Hall

Monday 17 June

Year 12 Assessment 2 begins

Wednesday 19 June

Year 9 Celebra on Evening in the Sports Hall NEW DATE

Thursday 20 June

Year 8 Celebra on Evening in the Sports Hall NEW DATE

Friday 21 June

Year 7, 8 & 9 Sports Day

Monday 24/Tuesday 25 June

Year 6 Induc on Day: Britannia, Cliﬀord Road and Sidegate

Tuesday 25 June

Year 7 & 8 Science Exam

Wednesday 26 June

Year 10 Celebra on Evening in the Sports Hall NEW DATE

Wednesday 26/Thursday 27 June

Year 6 Induc on Day: Broke Hall, Rose Hill, St John’s & other schools

Thursday 27 June

Year 6 Parents’/Carers’ Evening

Thursday 1 July

Careers Fair

Tues 2 / Wed 3 / Thurs 4 July

7 p.m. Dance Show at Dance East

Thursday 4 July

Year 10 Parents’/Carers’ Evening – Raising Achievement

Tuesday 9 July

Sixth Form Induc on Day

Monday 15 July

6 p.m. Sports Awards Evening in Sports Hall

Thursday 18 July

Year 12 Concerns Evening

Monday 22 / Tuesday 23 July

7 p.m. Musical Soiree in Main Hall

Wednesday 24 July

Last Day of Term
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Welcome to the Copleston Chronicle
We are now in the middle of external examina ons. Students have made a superb start and are working really hard to give
themselves the best possible chance of success. I would like to thank all staﬀ for providing students with so much support and
for providing so many opportuni es through addi onal revision and exam prepara on sessions a er school, in the mornings
and during holidays. A parent recently commented ‘thank you all, your team and everyone within the school for the help,
guidance, support and incredible energy you have shown …your support, especially in recent months we cannot fault. The
above and beyond of your staﬀ in going the extra mile with study through holidays, a er and before school, has been outstanding and we cannot thank you enough’.
We have a number of major events coming up over the next half term which you can read about on Page 2 opposite this wel‐
come. These events oﬀer a fantas c opportunity to celebrate the incredible work of our students and staﬀ together over the
course of the year.
The New Build project update is on Page 27. The project is progressing very well and is on track for comple on for April 2020.
I would like to congratulate all students and staﬀ who have been involved in the huge range of enrichment ac vi es this term.
Many are shared in this edi on of the Chronicle.
Thank you to all staﬀ and students for your eﬀorts this term.
Have a res ul break.
Shaun Common (Principal)
Principal
Mr S Common
Head of School
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Safeguarding Team

Mrs Osborne

Miss Bradshaw

Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh

With the weather improving and long, lazy summer evenings and half term coming up, I would like to raise the
following ques ons:




Do you know where your children are? Are they where they say they are?
Who are they mee ng? Do you know who they are mee ng? Are they mee ng who they say they are
mee ng?
Have you agreed a me when they must be home?

Linked to this can be issues of peer on peer manipula on/abuse.... Is you son/daughter being ‘controlled’ by a
friend, boyfriend or girlfriend? Have they changed, become more withdrawn or secre ve or are they always saying
‘so and so’ says or does ‘such and such’ or are you sons/daughters saying they can’t do something because their
friend wouldn’t like it? Peer on peer abuse can be quite insidious and can start oﬀ with small acts of control which
really begin to undermine and inﬂuence a young person’s life.
There has been a lot in the press recently regarding the inﬂuence of technology on our young people and here are
some simple steps to make sure technology doesn’t nudge out some of the other things that make family life
special:






Turn oﬀ no ﬁca ons to avoid that constant ‘ping’.
Use an alarm clock so you don’t have devices in the bedroom.
Keep your phone on silent in your pocket or bag when you pick the kids up from school.
Not all families eat meals at the dinner table, so a ‘no phones at the table’ rule won’t work for
everyone—try a ‘no phones between 6 and 7pm’ rule instead.
Some radical folks have family tech-free days.

“Have you ever found yourself not really listening to what your child is saying because you’re looking at your
phone?”
With the pressures of exams becoming a reality for many in the next few weeks, have you considered strategies for
coping and suppor ng your child? For example— checking they are sleeping properly, having regular rest breaks,
ea ng and drinking properly and planning the occasional ‘down me’ or treat.
The Safeguarding Team wish you a happy and safe Half Term.
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The Year Team are focusing on behaviour for learning,
a endance and punctuality. There has been a no ceable
improvement and we really hope this con nues to be an
area of strength within the year group. Thank you for your
con nued support with this. Students are fully aware of our
expecta ons and we con nue to strive for excellence.

Head of Year—Miss Bradshaw
Head
of Year—Miss
Bradshaw
Head
of Year—Miss
Bradshaw

Equipment – Please could you ensure your son/daughter
comes to school with the correct equipment needed for the
day. Some students are not bringing their logbooks, subject
books or a pen or pencil and this delays lessons star ng
promptly.

So far this term we have been busy working on:
Junior Maths Challenge – Students in set 1 Maths in Year 7 took part in the UKMT Intermediate Maths Challenge
on Tuesday 30 April. It was a fantas c opportunity for students to engage in problem solving and enrichment ac v‐
i es. Thank you to Ms Farrelly for enabling this to take place. Rewards were given to all students involved. Well
done everybody for your wonderful par cipa on.
Internet safety assemblies – Teresa England our Police Community Schools’ Liaison Oﬃcer presented a wonderful,
interac ve session on Friday 26 April full of useful advice and guidance regarding e‐safety issues.
Dates for your diary:
Friday 22 June ‐ Sports Day: Please ensure your children arrive to school in their PE kit. There will be something
for everyone to par cipate in and I cannot wait to lead the year group through their ﬁrst Sports Day at Copleston!
Sun cream is advised and plenty of water for the day as we will be outside all day, weather permi ng.
June ‐ Year 7 Reports are issued: Reports will be released in June and you will be no ﬁed when they are availa‐
ble on Go4Schools. Please let your child’s Tutor know if you are unable to access this and we will promptly send
you a paper copy.
Tuesday 11 June ‐ Year 7 Summer Celebra on evening: This event will showcase an array of students’ achieve‐
ments throughout the year. It will include performances from students and it’s a fantas c way to celebrate their
ﬁrst year at Copleston. I look forward to sending the invita ons out soon and a special good luck goes to all stu‐
dents who will all be performing.
Wednesday 10 July – Achievement Assembly: A er all of the incredible hard work students have invested in the
summer term, we are excited to be able to present this to the year group to end what has been such a brilliant year
together. It is great to be able to celebrate all areas of success and we are always really impressed at how many
students are listed in categories such as 1’s & 2’s learning proﬁle, 100% a endance and extra‐curricular ac vi es as
well as the high standard of performances from the students themselves.
As ever, if you have any ques ons or queries, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s Form Tutor in the ﬁrst
instance, or the Year 7 Team.
Best wishes from the Year 7 Team
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Year 8 students have now completed their Op ons choic‐
es. The Pathways Evening and Op ons Interviews were
hugely successful in suppor ng students to make informed
decisions and they u lised the support oﬀered to them
and chose their GCSE subjects carefully. Thank you for
your support and a endance at these events. You will re‐
ceive a conﬁrma on le er conﬁrming the subjects oﬀered
a er half term.

Head of Year 8—Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh

Head of Year 8—Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh
The Year Team con nue to monitor a endance, uniform
and equipment. A endance con nues to increase in Year
8, they have worked hard to improve this. We have also
seen a vast improvement in punctuality to school and les‐
sons, as well as the students’ commitment to learning. A huge well done to Year 8!

We will be implemen ng a new reward scheme in the Year group with the focus on a endance, homework, uni‐
form and equipment. Students will be scored each week and points totalled at the end of the half term for tutor
group prizes.

There has been a great atmosphere across the Year group with students con nually ready for learning and show‐
ing posi ve behaviour within their lessons as well as looking very smart, let’s keep it up. Well done Year 8!

Work is underway for a very enjoyable celebra on evening in June. I look forward to welcoming you to the even‐
ing sharing the achievements, successes and the excep onal eﬀort individual students have demonstrated
throughout this academic year.
Important dates for your diary:
Thursday 20 June
Friday 21 June
Monday 1 July
Thursday 11 July

Year 8 Celebra on Evening
Copleston Sports Day
Year 8 Reports are issued
Achievement Assembly

Huge congratula ons to Year 8 students who competed in Strictly Copleston and for the other successes in recent
events, par cularly athle cs, trampolining and gymnas cs. Year 8 sportspeople have been a credit to the school
and themselves.
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Welcome Back!
It has been a fantas c start to the new term from our Year 9
students. We are very proud of the excellent levels of en‐
gagement that we are seeing across a wide range of lessons.
Updates on Progress
Students will be undergoing a range of assessments within
most of their subjects. This data will be available to view
Head of Year—Mrs G Pilcher
a er the half term holiday and will highlight the progress that
they have made since September 2018.
At this moment in me, it is diﬃcult to predict a ﬁnal GCSE
grade as some ‘skills based’ subjects have not covered all of their content yet.
If you have any concerns please contact your son or daughter’s subject teacher who will be happy to advise further.
PSHE Sexual Health and Internet Safety
In the ﬁrst week of this half term we had two PSHE talks, one of which covered Sexual Health and the other Internet
Safety. Both of these talks proved to be incredibly valuable and oﬀered an insight into a variety of issues. We are
very keen for our students to be widely educated on wider issues and we endeavour to cover the PSHE curriculum
by using drop down days or extended assemblies throughout Years 9, 10 and 11.
Key dates:
Monday 27 May
Friday 7 June
Wednesday 19 June
Thursday 20 June
Friday 21 June
Monday 1 July
Monday 8 July
Wednesday 24 July

May Half term
Vaccina ons
Year 9 Celebra on Evening
Year 9 French & Spanish Speaking Tests
Primary School Feeders Mul ‐Sports Skills Fes vals
Sports Day
Careers Fair
Achievement Assembly
End of Term
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Libera on and Empowerment Day
On 26 May 10 of our young ladies a ended the University of
Suﬀolk Campus for a fantas c day. The focus was on raising
the aspira ons of young women to ensure they know that
they can perform and achieve at the same level and above as
men.

The students took a
lot from the day and
were even ﬁlmed for
Look East!!!!

Head
Head of
of Year—Mr
Year—Mr Terry
Terry

Mock Exams
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Year Group on how well they have done, not only with
the exams themselves but in the way they prepared. The students have clearly put a lot of eﬀort into revising and
as such will get grades that reﬂect this.

Celebra on Evening
The Celebra on Evening this year will be held in the Sports Hall on Wednesday 26 June and we will be celebra ng
both the academic successes of students throughout the year but also sharing memories of Work Experience
placements. At the end of a very successful year this will be a fantas c opportunity for the students to reﬂect and
look forward to Year 11.

Parents’/Carers’ Evening
Parents’/Carers’ evening will be on Thursday 4 July and will be your opportunity to discuss your child’s progress
and exam results with their teachers and set objec ves for the next few months. Please make sure your child
makes appointments as soon as possible a er being given the appointment sheet to ensure that you get to see
the teachers you want to see.
On the night there will also be mee ngs for some parents/carers with the Year Team and Senior members of staﬀ
to review any key issues there might have been in the exams.
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As we enter the ‘business’ end of the year, I would like to
wish all the Year 11 students the best of luck in the summer
examinations. Thank you to Parents/Carers for all your help
and support and to Miss Halesworth for her energy and en‐
thusiasm in motivating the Year Group.
Thanks also to Mrs Vadali, Mr Green, Mrs Crane, Miss Bur‐
rows and all the teachers and staff who have taught and en‐
couraged the students over the years.

Head of Year—Mr Macartney
Looking back over the past year, the students have worked
incredibly hard before, during and after school. Highlights
include taking 100 Year 11s to Ypres, Belgium on the Battle‐
fields trip; the Ski trip to Austria and a vast array of extra curricular activities.
I was very impressed with the student presentations for the Shakespeare Festival at Dance East and amazing per‐
formances in the Dance Shows. The Drama Practical Sessions were outstanding and students worked extremely
hard in the Finance Exams, Language orals and practical exams in Graphics and Food & Technology. The high
standard of work was of ‘business quality’ and the food exam like an episode of Master Chef!
I hope the students continue to work hard and we are all looking forward to enjoying the Year 11 Prom with them
at Wherstead Park on Friday 12 July. A big thank you to Miss Halesworth and her team for organising.
We look forward to sharing the success of our Year 11s in the summer and wish the Copleston ‘Class of 2019’ all
the best in the future. They thoroughly deserve every success that comes their way.
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It is a very busy me in the Sixth Form as our students ap‐
proach the summer exams.
Year 13 go on study leave on Friday 24 May in prepara on for
their ﬁnal exams. The A level exams are star ng earlier than
ever before this year and some A levels will actually start be‐
fore Year 13 go on study leave. These exams for Year 13 are
the culmina on of two years work and the students have
worked incredibly hard in prepara on for them. Most subjects
have either ﬁnished or are about to ﬁnish the courses and
these last few weeks are focusing on revision and exam tech‐
nique.

Mr D Leach—Director of Sixth Form

There will be revision sessions running over the May half term and, as always, we strongly encourage students to
a end as many of these as possible. Furthermore, teachers are around in school if students need to come in for
dialogues around their subjects and reminders of how to focus on the key assessment objec ves. At this stage
too, working with past papers is a vital tool for revision as well as comparing that revision with Exam Board mark
schemes. The majority of these are available online for students to access either through Frog or through an Ex‐
am Board’s subject based website and these are normally found under the heading assessment materials.
The Year 13 Prom will take place at Belstead Brook Hotel on Friday 28 June at 7pm and this is always a fantas c
way for the students to ﬁnish their me at Copleston.
Year 12 will also be si ng important exams in June and these internal exams start on Monday 17 June and will
last four days. These exams are very important and students will need to prepare thoroughly for them, as they
will have a bearing on their entry into Year 13. In order to automa cally move into Year 13, students will need to
achieve a minimum of two E grades in these exams. To recognise the importance of these exams, students will
be given three days of study leave in the week leading up to the exams and there will be no lessons during the
exam week.
Interviews for the Sixth Form have taken place this January and we currently have 212 applica ons for places to
start in September. Our Induc on Day is on Tuesday 9 July and this is another opportunity for prospec ve stu‐
dents to sample Sixth Form lessons. Reminder le ers will be sent out to all students who have applied. Students
can s ll apply for the Sixth Form between now and September and in the past we have had students return to
the Sixth Form from other local ins tu ons if the move hasn’t worked out for them. We will always look to help
and guide these students if they wish to return in September/October.
Many Year 13 students have now received their oﬀers from university and we have seen a signiﬁcant rise in the
number of uncondi onal oﬀers this year. Many of them have been accepted into Russell Group Universi es for a
wide range of courses.
As Year 12 move into the summer term, we will begin to look at the op ons that are available a er Sixth Form.
Over the ﬁnal few weeks of term we will guide the students who want to go to university through the UCAS appli‐
ca on process. We will also work with those students who decide they do not want to go to University, helping
them to ﬁnd out more about appren ceships, careers and other op ons that are available to them.
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Careers News
Year 10 Career Planning Sessions
Over the course of the Summer Term each Year 10 student will be
taking part in career planning sessions with the school’s Careers
Adviser, Mrs Ladbrook. These sessions are an hour in length and
students are in small groups of around 6 at a me. We use this
me to help students gain a deeper understanding of what their
next steps may be a er Year 11.
Some students have an idea of what they would like to do as a
career, however, many do not and we work together during the hour to try and form some ideas of what to do
next. Whether that’s which subjects to study at A level or where to look for an appren ceship, or even beyond
this to inves ga ng University courses. As we are working in small groups each student has the opportunity to
speak to Mrs Ladbrook and to ﬁnd out where to research their career op ons. We use Fast Tomato web so ‐
ware through which students can access their results at home and use it to support their decision making in the
future.
Careers Fair – Monday 1 July 2019
We will be holding our annual Careers Fair on the a ernoon of Monday 1 July 2019. Our Year 9 and Year 12
students will be scheduled to a end during the school day and parents and carers and other students are invit‐
ed a er school un l 4.00pm. Further details will be available nearer the me.
Last year over 80% of our students reported that a ending the Careers Fair had improved their conﬁdence
when making their future career decisions which is excellent feedback and we are hoping that trend con nues!
If you know of a company that would like to be represented at the fair, please contact Mrs Ladbrook at the
school. If we cannot accommodate them at the fair, we will endeavour to bring them in at events during the
next academic year.
Careers Advice
Mrs Ladbrook now works at Copleston four days a week. If you have a query please feel free contact her via
the school oﬃce or email cladbrook@copleston.suﬀolk.sch.uk.
Even if your child has just le Year 11, or if they are “wobbling”
about their college or A level choices, Mrs Ladbrook can have a
chat with you and them and try to help. She would like to extend
this oﬀer to you over the summer holidays and into the autumn
term.
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School Council
This year, the School Council has been involved in several projects around school and raised money for some local
and na onal chari es.

In school we have worked hard to make sure that recycling is being taken seriously, with recycling bins in all class‐
rooms and working with the catering staﬀ to reduce plas c waste in the kitchen/dining outlets too. Some foods are
now available that don’t require packaging, such as the new ﬁlled cones, and plas c cutlery and straws have been
replaced.

In November we held our ﬁrst charity day for Children In Need. We had a
number of small compe ons running alongside a huge bake sale, and we
raised a total of £273.69. In December we all wore our favourite Christmas
jumpers and raised £362.05 for The Samaritans Purse which sends Christ‐
mas gi s to children in war‐torn areas.

Our neighbours at St Elizabeth Hospice are holding Elmer’s Big Parade
around Ipswich this summer. Copleston joined in with a mini‐Elmer
elephant and the School Council helped to raise the £650 needed by
assis ng with a cake sale, selling elephant badges and magnets and
selling raﬄe ckets for elephant badges signed by Ed Sheeran. We
also collected money from students who chose to wear their brightly
coloured tops for the day. It was such a success that as a school we
raised over £2000!!

Just before Easter some Year 10 students held a cake sale and Easter egg raﬄe for a charity close to one of the stu‐
dent’s hearts, for a local girl who needs help with costly treatment for neuroblastoma. We are wai ng for a total
for this.

School Council 2018‐19
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Over 120 students in Years 7 and 8 have recently competed in the UK Junior Maths Challenge and we are currently
awai ng the results. A huge well done to all involved.
Coming up during the second half of this term, we have a Year 7 Maths day when all students in Year 7 will be in‐
volved in a Finance Day. A member of staﬀ from a na onal bank will be coming in to work with the students. We
also have Year 6 students working together on some challenging but enjoyable tasks on our Annual Fun Day.
Well done to all those students who have a ended revision sessions so far this term. We will be running a GCSE
Maths revision day during the May half term on Tuesday 28 May. The ﬁnal GCSE Maths revision will be pre‐
examina on booster sessions on Thursday 6 June and Tuesday 11 June before the morning examina ons.
A‐level revision evening sessions are running ahead of their ﬁnal examina ons for the Pure Mathema cs modules
on Wednesday 22 May and Friday 24 May. We are also running revision mornings for our Year 13 students during
the May half term on Tuesday 28 May for Pure Mathema cs, Wednesday 29 May for Mechanics and Thursday 30
May 2019 for Sta s cs.
We wish all our students the best of luck for their forthcoming examina ons.
Problems from the Junior Maths challenge:
Problem 1:

Problem 2:
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The Strictly Copleston compe on took place on 15 May and we had a fantas c turnout from family, friends and
dance enthusiasts to support our talented dancers. Congratula ons to everyone in the show, they all did them‐
selves and the Dance Department proud!
The winners were:
1st Place:
2nd Place:
3rd Place:
Choreography:
Performance:
Judges Men on:
Lower school club
Upper school club

Ben, Year 10
Ben and Mia, Year 10
Courtney, Year 12
Lucy and Marni, Year 11
Jade, Year 12
Phoebe, Year 11 and Zhen, Year 10
7 Rings (choreographed by Annabelle and Dancers)
Fashion (choreographed by Ben and Amber)

Judges:
Emma Dodd
Lizzie Hawes
Reece Kerridge
Bobbie Silen
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Year 8 Students have been involved in the ‘Sunﬂower Project’. A er reading the story of Simon Wiesenthal, a
holocaust survivor, the students produced a piece of holocaust memorial work.
There have been some outstanding projects produced and those pictured are some of the few hundred the RE
department received.
Congratula ons to all students who created amazing work this term!
Mrs Saied
Head of RE
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In Languages, we aim to oﬀer students many ac vi es to widen their experience of the language they are study‐
ing.
In March we had the opportunity to host the play ‘El Viejo Saloon’ in Spanish which is suitable for our students in
Years 9 ‐ 11. This was performed by the Ona Theatre Company which specialises in performing plays in foreign

“The play was a fantas c opportunity to develop our knowledge and to engage in spoken Spanish in real-life conversa on, instead of in a lesson.
Moreover, due to its interac vity, we, as students, were able to follow even when we didn’t fully understand.
Overall, we would highly recommend going to one of these performances as they are a fun but informa ve way to
build on your Spanish.”
Wri en by
Ka e Landers Yr 12
Daisy Macrae Yr 12
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21 March 2019
Our Berlin trip started on a very cold Ipswich morning at
1:00am ge ng onto the coach, some were grumpy all
were sleepy but looking forward to the trip ahead. We
took a coach to the airport and ﬂew to Berlin, most of us
slept on the plane as we awoke at the start of the de‐
scent. A er we had dropped our bags oﬀ at the hotel,
we visited many diﬀerent historical sites. Brandenburg
gate was full of tourists and street entertainers. A few
snaps and facts later we headed oﬀ to the Holocaust Me‐
morial which was a sea of stone blocks, ranging in height
in perfect rows along the site. Underneath was a museum displaying items that belonged to the vic ms and their
life stories were displayed on the walls. A er viewing a few more historical buildings, night soon fell. A perfect
opportunity to view the world‐famous east side gallery; a long strip of the Berlin wall with art stretched across
depic ng many ideas and feelings about the war, society, culture and more. A perfect way to end our ﬁrst night in
the beau ful city.

22 March 2019
Day two started with breakfast in the hotel whilst being
briefed on the day ahead. We went on to a site where the Ber‐
lin wall once stood. It contained much art work on the walls of
the surrounding buildings including one of Conrad Schumann
who jumped across the barbed wire spli ng East and West
Berlin. The site contained a museum that would take you to
the top of a long staircase. The top contained a viewing deck
to see what the wall would have looked like in all its glory,
complete with ‘no‐mans land’.

We were given a few hours a erwards to look around Berlin city centre and explore the gigan c shopping malls.
For future reference, take lots of euros, everything was very expensive! Following the shopping trip, we stopped
at Kaiser Wilhelm’s memorial church that stood in the middle of the city centre which s ll had its roof caved in
from when bombs were dropped on it during the war. The next memorial we visited was a Soviet memorial in
Treptower park. Upon climbing a ramp and small staircase, we found ourselves looking over the memorial in
awe. It was a long ﬂat area with grass plains running down the middle leading to a long and tall staircase. The
staircase led to a tall statue of a Russian soldier standing in his uniform and bearing arms. The stone sculptures
that lead the way to the statue were coated with gold Russian wri ng which were direct quotes from Stalin. We
all pestered our friend to translate for us as he was the only one who could speak Russian on the trip. Most peo‐
ple agreed this memorial was the highlight of the trip.
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When night fell, we marched our way back into Alexanderplatz and went to the top of the ‘TV Tower’, now used
as an observa on deck where we could see the en re city lit up in the dark sky. A long illuminated road lead to
the clear sight of Brandenburg gate, a sight we had visited the previous day.

23 March 2019
We started our ﬁnal day in the grand city by visi ng the Reichs‐
tag building, the equivalent to our parliament building. The roof
of the building contained a glass dome with a swirling ramp to a
viewing deck. From the top you could see the city in the day
me unlike the night before. The centre of the dome contained
pictures of the building’s history, including the Russian soldier
raising the Soviet ﬂag on the roof a er the capturing of the city,
during the war.

Finally, the last place we visited on our trip was another Soviet war memorial in Tiergarten. It contained the
names of fallen soldiers engraved into the walls and surrounding the site were old tanks and ar llery canons used
during the war. We then made our way to the train sta on and oﬀ to the airport. We all talked about our favour‐
ite memories on the trip and the jokes we made along the way.

To conclude, if you are in Years 10 or 11 and are unsure what to take at Copleston Sixth Form, then I would highly
recommend choosing History, Poli cs and Geography just for the Berlin trip, it’s a trip you’ll never forget.

By Luke Banks, Year 12
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In the ﬁrst week of the Easter holidays almost 100 pupils and 12 staﬀ from the two schools visited the Austrian ski
resort of Saalbach‐Hinterglemm. Students, whose prior experience of winter sports varied from beginner to ad‐
vanced, engaged in 6 days of skiing or snowboarding. All sessions were led by trained instructors at the mountain
ski school and lasted for 4 hours a day.

The trip began with a 22hr coach journey. However, on arrival we were met with beau ful scenery and a warm
sunny day. We checked into our hotel and ki ed ourselves out with ski boots, skis, snowboards and safety helmets
in prepara on for the ﬁrst day of skiing.

Despite the sunny weather, condi ons were very good for winter sports in the resort. There was a good level of
snow and some challenging long runs. The resort has a mixture of cable car, chair and bu on li s, taking skiers up
to an al tude of up to 2000 meters.

Saalbach‐Hinterglemm is a unique resort in the fact that its main beginner slope is close to the top of the mountain.
Many of the instructors commented on how pleased they were with the progress of our beginner skiers and snow
boarders. Over the week they greatly improved and by the end of the holiday most were able to experience blue
and red runs. The ﬁrst few days were a li le in mida ng for some beginners as the cloud line was pre y much lev‐
el with the slopes and at mes it appeared that you were skiing into the abyss, which added to the excitement. The
more experienced groups who had skied before pre y much had the run of the mountain which was not par cular‐
ly busy so close to the end of the season.

At lunch me students either ate their packed lunch provided by the hotel or enjoyed a meal at one of the many
restaurants, admiring the beau ful surroundings and taking the opportunity to loosen their ski boots and relieve
the ankles.

Overall, the winter sports were pre y incident free with few injuries. Mr Nunn, however, deserves a men on as he
managed to split two pairs of sallope es in the same place on the same part of the slope on consecu ve days, risk‐
ing exposing himself…. to hypothermia, much to the amusement of staﬀ and students!
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The trip included a full i nerary of evening ac vi es, the favourite being the spa. A er a full day skiing, being able
to relax in the indoor and outdoor pools and enjoy the surroundings proved very popular, as did the slide, although
some of the Austrian instruc ons proved quite hard to follow.

We also enjoyed an evening watching an ice hockey match between two local teams. Mr Moriarty par cipated in
the interval entertainment compe ng against students from other schools to score a puck in the goal. Unfortu‐
nately, he didn’t win but should be commended for taking part.

Evening meals were taken at the hotel, and most students enjoyed a variety of pork dishes over the week, a staple
food in Austria. A er meals novelty helmet covers were awarded to students or staﬀ who had embarrassed them‐
selves during the previous day, with students nomina ng each other for the “award”.

Special thanks has to go to Miss Halesworth for organising the trip. Together
with Miss Steward she was a great morning mo vator, ge ng students awake
and ready for the day’s ac vi es ahead.

Page 21

The U12 Boys joined with Kesgrave and competed
in the County Bowl tournament on Tuesday. A er a
couple of losses we regrouped and showed fantas‐
c organisa on in defense and a ack. To ﬁnish the
season with 2 wins is testament to how hard both
schools have worked.

The U14 Boys played their quarter ﬁnal e against
Debenham! A perfect day for football with sun‐
shine and no wind!! The team, with two debutants,
worked fantas cally well ﬁrst half and went 1‐0 up
at half me. A number of excellent saves and some
good defending meant we were the team with all
the conﬁdence. Unfortunately we succumbed to a
loss but the ﬁght and work ethic that the boys put
in was to be applauded.
MOTM was Jamie.
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The U13 Hockey Teams made it to the County Finals. Both
teams put in some excellent performances and have made
huge improvements in their hockey playing. A well deserved
4th place for the Girls and 5th for the Boys.

The U14 Boys’ and Girls’ Hockey Teams also went to the County Finals. There was some tough opposi on but
the teams played well and worked together to con nue to make improvements. Both teams ﬁnished in 4th
place.
Well done to all the players and suppor ng students who helped me to manage two teams playing at the same
me!
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Another tremendous week of ﬁxtures was completed by
a ﬁrst and second place in the Ipswich Schools’ U15 Girls’
Handball tournament.
Fantas c play and dominant in a ack, all the girls used
the skills they'd developed in training. Both teams then
progressed to the County Finals.

In the ﬁrst compe on of the new term, 2 U15 Girls’
teams were involved in the Handball County Finals.
Team 1 were desperately close to making the ﬁnal game
as 1 draw and 1 win during their pool matches meant a
sudden death play oﬀ. A goal on the buzzer brought the
teams level and then a heart‐breaking golden goal kept
us out of the chance of gold and silver pos ons. It was
then diﬃcult to pick ourselves up and unfortunately we
missed out on the bronze but ﬁnished a very respectable
4th place in the County .

We travelled to Cambridge with the U15 Girls’ Handball
Team for the Regional Tournament. The top team
would go through the Na onal ﬁnals.
A nervous start meant a narrow victory followed by a 2‐
2 draw but with other teams having similar results the
compe on was wide open.
3 wins followed and so we went through to the playoﬀ
ﬁnal on top of the group.
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Without doubt Mr Yorke' s most important date on the ﬁxtures calendar is the Girls’ Rugby County Finals.
A er 3 years of success the pressure was on for the U15s and it was the ﬁrst opportunity for the U13s to test
their abili es in a full compe ve situa on. We also managed to get an U18 game and dragged out some of the
old boots in Yr12 ( as well as some donated ones!) in order to play Royal Hospital School.
The U13 side struggled to get going but with the majority being from Year 7 we have a lot to look forward to next
year. The U18 Girls dominated and won 7 tries to 1. The U15 Girls were outstanding in all areas and with only 2
tries conceded all day and about 50 scored over 4 matches, the girls remained unbeaten as we claimed our fourth
tle in as many years.

The U15 Boys played in the Ipswich and South Suﬀolk 7‐a‐
side Tournament. Copleston B Team came 1st and
Copleston A Team came 4th.
We wish Dan a full recovery a er an unfortunate injury!
Now we move forward and hopefully have a successful year
ahead.
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The U15 Girls competed in the Lady Taverners’ Indoor Cricket Com‐
pe on. With the compe on postponed un l the same day as the
rugby, we unfortunately had to drop a team but s ll had more than
enough to ﬁll two.
Copleston 2 pulled oﬀ an excellent win in their ﬁrst game in a really
close group and were unlucky not to make it through to the ﬁnal.
Copleston 1 had a slow start but bowled and ﬁelded much be er in
their second game. The playoﬀs gave us Copleston 1 v Copleston 2
with Copleston 2 winning the school bragging rights with another
solid performance.
The U13 girls also competed in the compe on. A nervous start set us back, but with a break and a chance to see
how the other teams played, the girls grew in conﬁdence and started to show their skills. With more compe ons
in the summer I’m sure they’ll con nue to make great progress.
Lots more cricket to look forward to in the summer girls!

The Copleston Trampolinists were on top form again at the County Finals. Amazing performances from all com‐
pe tors con nued our winning streak and we won both the U14 and U16 categories. The U14B team took 3rd place.
Individually, we had the top 2 performances at U14 and U16 with Molly, Taylor, Lilia and Isla, with Lilia (in Year 7)
being the highest scoring performer of the day and winning the Lilly Webster Trophy.
WELL DONE all of you. Thanks for being superstars.
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Works are progressing well and are currently s ll on target!
The steel frame is completely up, and with it you can now
see the scale of the new building.
The pre‐cast stairs are in place, and the ﬂooring to the ﬁrst
sec on has been installed.
The primary works now involve dropping the remaining pre‐
cast ﬂoor planks into the ﬁnal sec on of steel frame, and
then ‘grou ng’ these planks.
Once the roof areas are complete in each sec on, the con‐
crete ground ﬂoor can be poured.
Other recent works include the construc on of the new
sub sta on base (located next to the entrance gate)
which will have the sub‐sta on installed on it next
month as well as the gas and mains water u lity trench
works along the driveway from the Foxhall Road en‐
trance.
These works will soon be ﬁnished ready for the statuto‐
ry highways works to be completed in the following few
weeks.
We are in the process of planning the ‘consequen al’ works, and are
surveying the cut lines (where the sec on of the exis ng building will
be cut and demolished) and ﬁnalising how these will look.
As C block will be no longer be a ached to the other buildings, new
staircases and a li are to be built and the ﬁnal design for these is
also being agreed upon.
In terms of design, we are currently discussing colours and ﬁnishes for
walls, ﬂoors, furniture etc. and will soon be ﬁnalising sanitary ware,
electrical ﬁ ngs, and internal ligh ng. The next stage will be power/
data and IT.
We have been working with Mrs Block in Science to produce some real‐
life examples of composite materials in ac on to be used to support her
lessons.
Mrs Phillips and I are also planning a visit to site for some Year 9 students to show them what is planned, how we
go about it, and how this all links into Maths and STEM.
Mr Lipman, Project Manager, has created a me‐lapse video of the project which can be viewed here ‐
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3pPiviwMP4g
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