Summer Term 2 July 2019
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Important Dates For Your Diary
IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 24 July

Last Day of Term. School ends for students at 12.15 p.m. The school canteen will be open
for lunch as normal

Thursday 15 August

A2 Results released. Students can collect results from the Sixth Form Common Room
from 8 a.m. – 11 a.m. Clearing Service/Drop in Sessions available in Sixth Form.

Friday 16 / Monday 19 August

Sixth Form Interviews 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Thursday 22 August

GCSE Results – Students can collect results from the Sixth Form Common Room from
9.30 a.m. – 12 noon

Friday 23 / Tuesday 27 August

Sixth Form Interviews from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Monday 2 September

PD Day (Staff only)

Tuesday 3 September

PD Day (Staff only)

Arrangements for the start of the Autumn Term 2019
The Autumn Term oﬃcially starts on Wednesday 4 September 2019 for all students. The arrival of students will be
staggered as listed below:
Year 7 ‐ Arrive at 8.20 a.m. and go to the Main Hall
Year 12 ‐ Arrive at 9.15 a.m. and go to the Main Hall
Years 8, 9, 10, 11 & 13 – Arrive at 9.45 a.m. and go to their Tutor Groups

Wednesday 11 September

Year 7, 9 and 11 Photographs

Wednesday 11 September

Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Information Evening

Thursday 12 September

Year 12 Parents’/Carers’ Information Evening

Tuesday 17 September

Year 8 Parents’/Carers’ Information Evening

Wednesday 18 September

Year 13 Parents’/Carers’ Information Evening

Tuesday 24 September

Year 10 Parents’/Carers’ Information Evening

Thursday 26 September

Year 9 Parents’/Carers’ Information Evening

Friday 27 September

PD Day (Staff only)

Friday 27 – 29 September

Year 11 History Battlefields trip

Wednesday 2 October

Sixth Form Open Evening from 6.30 – 9 p.m.

w/b Monday 7 & 14 October

Year 11 – Assessment 1

Thursday 10 October

Main School Open Evening from 6 – 8.30 p.m. –School closed to students from 12.15
p.m. for preparations to take place

Tuesday 15 October

UCAS Deadline for Medicine/ Veterinary Medicine / Dentistry & Oxbridge

HALF TERM:

Monday 21 – Friday 25 October
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TERM DATES FOR 2019 – 2020
Autumn Term 2019
Wednesday 4 September 2019 – Wednesday 18 December 2019
Half Term: Monday 21 October 2019 – Friday 25 October 2019

Spring Term 2020
Monday 6 January 2020 – Wednesday 1 April 2020
Half Term: Monday 17 February 2020 – Friday 21 February 2020

Summer Term 2020
Tuesday 21 April 2020 – Wednesday 22 July 2020
Half Term: Monday 25 May 2020 – Friday 29 May 2020
Bank Holiday: Friday 8 May 2020 NEW DATE

Professional Development Days for staff only:
Monday 2 September 2019
Tuesday 3 September 2019
Friday 27 September 2019 – NEW DATE
Thursday 19 December 2019 ‐ Disaggregated
Thursday 2 April 2020 – Disaggregated
Monday 20 April 2020 – Additional PD Day – all staff in school for move to new build in preparation for the return of students
to the new building.
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Welcome to the Copleston Chronicle
I would like to take the opportunity to thank everyone for the support I have received as the Principal of
Copleston for the last 11 years. The staﬀ have been incredibly dedicated and totally commi ed to ensur‐
ing that our students are as successful as possible. I have also been lucky to have such superb Leadership
Teams and totally suppor ve Governors and Trustees.

The students at Copleston are amazingly hard working and have been a joy to work with over the years. I
am moving in to the role of Chief Execu ve Oﬃcer of the Trust without any direct involvement in the day
to day running of Copleston. I am handing over the role of Principal to Mr Green who will be supported
by a superb Leadership Team.

I would like to thank everyone for their support and wish everyone every possible success in the future.
Shaun Common (Principal)

Principal
Mr S Common
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Safeguarding Team

Mrs Osborne

Miss Bradshaw

Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh

As we come to the end of a very busy term at the end of another busy year, I would like to take this opportunity to
thank everyone—parents/carers, students and staﬀ—who have been so suppor ve. I hope that we have helped
and supported where we are able.
As we all head into the long 6 week holiday, safeguarding remains a priority. As a recent mee ng I a ended there
were some sugges ons regarding monitoring social media, including how to know what blocks/ﬁlters are in place
or knowing how to put them on all your mul ‐media devices. Informa on can be obtained via
www.internetma ers.org/parental‐controls.
If you have any concerns regarding your child, support is available from The Emo onal/Well Being Hub on 0345 600
2090 www.thesource.me.uk/wellbeing. Ipswich Borough Council are also oﬀering FREE icards for all school age
children which can be used at 6 local facili es (op ons given to you on applica on). Take a look at their website
www.ipswichﬁt.co.uk/summerholidayicard/ for details of how to apply.
Young people’s safety is, of course, always a priority and I would urge everyone to be mindful of where your
children are going and with whom they may be socialising. It may be worth taking and collec ng them and
swapping numbers with parents/carers so you know who to contact regarding any arrangements your child may be
making.

The Safeguarding Team wish you a happy and safe Summer Holiday.
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I hope you all had an enjoyable me at our Celebra on
Evening. Thank you to all of you who a ended, it was bril‐
liant to see the whole year group invited and so many par‐
ents/carers sharing their children’s achievements, successes
and the excep onal eﬀort students have demonstrated
throughout this academic year. I think we had the best
a endance yet, topping 550 people – what an outstanding
turnout!!!
Year 7 have worked incredibly hard and shown a high level
of determina on to succeed in all of their subjects. Their
punctuality & a endance has been excellent and their be‐
haviour outstanding. We are SO close to achieving our end
of Year 97% a endance, please keep up the fantas c eﬀort un l the end of the year. I am extremely proud of Year
7 this year, they started High School with great maturity and showing a readiness for their learning. These quali es
set students up for their future success throughout their GCSEs.

Head of Year—Miss Bradshaw
Head
of Year—Miss
Bradshaw
Head
of Year—Miss
Bradshaw

Year 7 are a talented year group, with many students celebra ng achievements in Languages, Sports, Football, Net‐
ball, Rugby, Swimming and Dance to name a few!
Students have represented the School in Maths and Linguis c compe ons, and have par cipated in Drama and
Dance produc ons with great success throughout the course of the year. The Summer Dance Show at Dance East
was incredible and the Year 7 students did several outstanding performances – I thoroughly enjoyed the week and
have rewarded all that were involved! Fantas c eﬀort everyone.
Staﬀ also got involved and what great fun we had sharing in this special event – even if we did look silly! A huge
thank you to Miss Steward and her team of students and staﬀ for organising this event, they have been very suc‐
cessful and the students have talked passionately about their involvement. They represented the school beau fully
and a well‐deserved Principal’s Award has been arranged for all of them.

Copleston Staﬀ par cipa ng in the summer Dance Show at Dance East.
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Pupil recogni on this term!...
Well done, Ruby & Noah for your spor ng achievements.

Most recently the whole school par cipated in “It’s a Knockout” Sport Day. A great day was had by all where every‐
body got involved to represent the year group. Team spirit was excep onal and behaviour was outstanding and we
are all looking forward to next year already. Well done to 7DY who scooped up the overall sports day trophy.
Mrs Farrelly took a team of six students to Farlingaye High School to compete in the Junior Maths Challenge.
Copleston won the compe on for the second year in a row and this is the school’s best ever result in the six years
we have been a ending – superb eﬀort from Josh, Archie, Chloe, Evie, Tess & Owen. A Principal’s Award is on its
way to them!

Students are developing into mature, hard‐working, young people who want to do well at school and beyond. They
have approached transi oning to High School sensibly and have worked incredibly hard to se le into the daily rou‐
nes and adopt the high expecta ons for behaviour and a tude towards learning. It has been a privilege to lead
your children through their ﬁrst year of High School and I look forward to hearing all about their successes in the
years to come.
I would like to thank the Year 7 Tutors and our Pastoral Team in school for their con nued support to the students
and I wish Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh and the Year 8 team and all the Year 7s much success as they move into Year 8 and
beyond. It has been a pleasure to get to know the year group and I hope that you all enjoy the next chapter of your
Copleston journey.
Have a wonderful, res ul summer break when it arrives.
Miss Bradshaw
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Year 8 had a very joyous Celebra on Evening at the end of
term, thank you to all who a ended. It was great to be
able to share with you the achievements, successes and
the excep onal eﬀort individual students have demon‐
strated this academic year. Together we acknowledged the
students’ hard work and determina on to succeed in their
subjects, as well as their excellent a endance and out‐
standing behaviour.
I have been thoroughly proud of Year 8 this year. They
Head of Year 8—Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh
started the year with great maturity and showing a readi‐
Head of Year 8—Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh
ness for their learning. Year 8 are a talented year group
with many students celebra ng spor ng success and
achievements. They are proud to be represen ng
Copleston but also passionate in clubs outside of school. Students have represented the School in Maths and lin‐
guis c compe ons, and have par cipated in Drama and Dance produc ons.
The School Council have been commi ed to their role. They have gathered the views of their peers and discussed
these very important issues within the Year Council and the Whole School Council. They have organised fund rais‐
ing events and raised money for St Elizabeth Hospice and Children in Need.
Students con nue to develop into mature, hardworking, young people who want to do well at school and beyond.
They have approached making GCSE Op on choices sensibly and have taken the me to carefully consider their
pathway. Their posi ve learning behaviour from the very start of Year 8 has not dropped and these quali es set
students up for success throughout their GCSEs.
They will move into Year 9 with a posi ve a tude and I look forward to hearing all about their successes in the
years to come.
I would like to thank the Year 8 Form Tutors, and our Pastoral Team in school for their con nued support of the
students, and wish the Year 9 team and all the Year 8s much success as they move into Year 9 and beyond.
It has been a pleasure to get to know the year group, thank you for a superb year, have a very res ul and enjoyable
summer.
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Time to Celebrate
Year 9 have had an incredible half term with an array of op‐
portuni es for all of the students. We are very proud with
the mature manner in which students have approached their
ﬁrst year of GCSEs.
Student Leaders have embraced the opportunity to work with
Year 6 students and coordinate several spor ng events. Not
only have students demonstrated their leadership skills but
also their dynamic levels of crea vity. Thank you to all of the
students involved.

Head of Year—Miss Halesworth

Congratula ons to our epic dancers! Another moving and lib‐
era ng show at Dance East packed with energy and ﬂair!
We were very privileged to have Her Honour Judge Walden‐Smith in to meet a small group of students in June of
this year. Students were lucky enough to not only ask Her Honour about her career path but also try on the infa‐
mous wig! This session proved to be an incredible success, with students looking further into this area for their fu‐
ture careers!
Every year Copleston hosts a pres gious Careers Fayre. Year 9 were able to circulate the hall exploring a wealth of
career op ons and also plan ahead for work experience next year. We were lucky to host employers from a range
of ﬁelds such as the Navy and hairdressing.
Changes to the pastoral team
As you are aware, we have had several changes with regards to the Year Team this year. With eﬀect from Septem‐
ber the Year Team will consist of Miss Halesworth (Head of Year) and Mr Bennet (Assistant Head of Year). We
would like to thank Mrs Ager, Mrs Pilcher, Mrs Horsﬁeld and Mrs Moon for their hard work and support with the
year group and wish them well in their new job roles.
We wish you all a wonderful and safe summer break and we look forward to welcoming the students into year 10!
The Year 9 Team.
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Work Experience
Over 350 placements took place over the middle two weeks
of June. The feedback from the students and the employers
has been fantas c and I am so proud of how hard everyone
worked. There have been a number of students oﬀered Ap‐
pren ceships and Saturday jobs as a result which is great.

Year 10 exams
I was so impressed by the level of engagement in the mock
exams and the behaviour before, during and a er the ses‐
sions. The students worked so hard and the impact of the
revision has not gone unno ced in the results.

Head
Head of
of Year—Mr
Year—Mr Terry
Terry

Well done to all the students who managed to reach their target grades and above, this is a brilliant result at this
point in the course.

Dance Show
Congratula ons to all the students that per‐
formed in the recent show at Dance East. Once
again, Year 10 had more representa ves than
all other year groups. The dances were all so
amazing and highlight just how amazing the
students are. I am sure the next year will bring
even more success with a knock on eﬀect on
their GCSE grades.

Sports Captains and Teams
As we end Year 10 I just wanted to say thank you to all the students who have represented the school and led
some outstanding events for other young people across the county. Your commitment to school sport has been
top notch throughout the last 4 years.
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Thank you to all staff who have worked with, taught and sup‐
ported the Year 11 students this year. From Intervention Tu‐
tors who provided extra studies each morning, Subject Teach‐
ers and exam revision sessions after school, staff are always
prepared to go that ‘extra mile’. A record number of students
came in for Saturday Maths revision and intervention in the
holidays and I feel confident that their hard work and commit‐
ment with be rewarded with good results.
In terms of visits, students found the STEM visits to employers
and Year 11 Skills Fair really positive experiences. Whether it
be the trip to The Somme, West End Theatre or skiing in Aus‐
tria, the students were a credit to the school.

Head of Year—Mr Macartney

This year’s Student Leaders were a shining example of public service and positive role models to younger students,
whether acting as mentors, ambassadors, sports leaders, literacy support or helping out at Parents’/Carers’ eve‐
nings, they were a real asset to the school.
I would like to thank Mr Green, Mrs Vadali, Mrs Ager and Mrs Chilvers for all their hard work mentoring and sup‐
porting the Year 11s as well as Ms Stevens and Mrs Rudland for all their efforts organising and providing valuable
support to mentor and guide the students.
Huge thanks also goes to Miss Halesworth, Assistant Head of Year, for her tireless effort and
commitment working with the year group. I wish her well in her new role as Head of Year 9,
she is a perfect addition to the team.
Overall, I have enjoyed my 13 years as a Head of Year, being with this year group for 5
years. I will be moving to a new role from September leading the Careers and IAG Team and
am very much looking forward to working across all year groups in raising aspirations.
The Year 11 prom was held at Wherstead Park on Friday 12 July and
the students had a fantas c send oﬀ before moving on to the next
phase in their lives.
The venue was prepared, the ball gowns and suits purchased and
they danced the night away. It was a truly fantas c evening and we
look forward to welcoming the students back on Thursday 22 Au‐
gust to collect their long awaited GCSE results. Enjoy a well‐
deserved break.
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The University applica on process is well underway for Year 12
students and this was launched at the Annual Higher Educa‐
on Conference that took place at Suﬀolk University. Our stu‐
dents returned burdened with prospectuses and much to think
about for their futures. This event was followed up with a per‐
sonal statement workshop, run by the University of East An‐
glia.
The Summer is a good me to seek relevant work experience
which can help students with their UCAS applica ons and CVs.
Equally, we would advise students to begin planning their
open day visits.

Mr D Leach—Director of Sixth Form

UCAS applica ons for Oxbridge or medical, veterinary or den‐
stry applica ons need to be complete by 15 October. All other applica ons need to be complete by 15 January.
These are the ﬁnal deadlines, but universi es don’t wait to make oﬀers so the sooner you can get your applica‐
on in the be er. Please contact Mr. Leach if you would like to know more.
Year 13 are coming to the end of their me at Copleston which was oﬃcially marked with the prom on Friday 28
June. The recent leavers’ assembly was a wonderful celebratory a ernoon event, full of humour and emo on, as
the key awards were handed out to students. The event showcased the strong sense of community that exists in
our Sixth Form. They have been a fantas c year group to whom we wish the very best of luck in this summer’s
results. Results will be available in the Sixth Form Common Room from 8.00 – 11.00am on Thursday 15 August.
Finally, Tuesday 9 July was the Sixth Form Induc on Day for Year 11 students. This was an excellent day which
student feedback suggests was very useful in helping them to begin the process of making the change from the
expecta ons of GCSE to the new demands of A level courses. There was a lovely, vibrant atmosphere around the
Sixth Form and we look forward to seeing the students again in September.
The protocol for Year 11s when collec ng GCSE results and conﬁrming their place in the Sixth Form is as follows:
Results are available on Thursday 22 August.
These will be available from 9.30‐12 noon in the Sixth Form Common Room.
Please conﬁrm your place as quickly as possible.
There will be an acceptance form in your results envelope.
We will be running a results service star ng on Friday 23 August, where we can support students with chang‐
es to their academic programme for September.
If you have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact us. Students can s ll apply for the Sixth Form be‐
tween now and September. In the past we have had students return to the Sixth Form from other local ins tu‐
ons if the move hasn’t worked out for them. We will always look to help and guide these students if they wish
to return in September/October.
As always, please do not hesitate to contact the Director of Sixth Form, Mr Leach, if you would like to discuss any
aspect of Sixth Form.
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Firstly, can we thank all students who have taken part in the Mathema cs challenges and compe
sen ng the school in any way for the Maths Department over the past year.

ons repre‐

Congratula ons to those who took part in the Junior Maths Challenge (Years 7 and 8). We achieved a total of 4
Gold, 20 Silver and 32 Bronze cer ﬁcates. Samuel Sheppard in Year 8 achieved best in school across both Year
groups and Archie Mowles achieved best in Year 7. Samuel Sheppard qualiﬁed for the next round and has taken
part in the Junior Kangaroo Challenge.
Year 6 students again enjoyed a Maths Fun Day. They were able to spend some me solving Maths puzzles and
challenges, some of which are quite demanding. Thank you to the Year 9 students who made this day accessible
to all the Year 6 students with their help and guidance.
Year 7 took part in a Finance Day where they learnt how to open a bank account and how to read a bank state‐
ment. Our thanks go to all of the Maths team for making this day possible and to the Natwest Bank for their sup‐
port in this ini a ve.
Josh Barra , Archie Mowles, Chloe Leek, Evie Duke, Tess Hollands and Owen Welsford from Year 7 took part in a
Maths Quiz morning at Farlingaye High School. Congratula ons to these students for winning the compe on
and well done to all involved. The students were also involved in problem solving ac vi es as part of this and had
a thoroughly enjoyable day.
Well done to Harry Emms, Tom Black, Josh Learney, Sam Dang, Molly Bailey, Laura Hampel, William Scully, Han‐
nah Darling, Nathan Roddie, Grace Allard and Tasmiya Jeelani from Year 10 who were involved in a problem solv‐
ing and enrichment day at Essex University. All involved had a fantas c day out!
We look forward to achieving some excellent results in the summer and wish all those moving on to new chal‐
lenges good luck in whatever they are doing next.
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Careers News
Careers @ Copleston
We’ve had a super busy half term in Careers! Mrs Ladbrook has complet‐
ed the Year 10 career planning sessions and seen nearly every Year 10
student to support their research into what they want to do next. Seeing
students in small groups ensures that every student has me to discuss
their individual needs and ﬁnd out what their next steps should be, which
subjects or courses they want to ﬁnd out more about and what ques ons
they can ask. We support our students by subscribing to the licence for
Fast Tomato; this web‐based pla orm holds the latest labour market informa on and links to reputable re‐
sources. Any student at Copleston can use Fast Tomato and once they have their log‐in can return to their indi‐
vidual proﬁle at any point to research their op ons.

Visit by Her Honour Judge Karen Walden‐Smith
We were lucky this term to have a visit by Her Honour Judge Karen Walden‐
Smith who met with a group of Year 9 students. The Judge brought along her
court a re and was kind enough to let our students try it on. During this inter‐
es ng visit some of our year 9 students were able to ask ques ons about how to
become a judge and also learned about some of the
process of law and diﬀerent types of court. Her
Honour has said that she will return to the school in
future.

Year 12 STEM Trip to Norwich Interna onal Avia on Academy
Mrs Ladbrook joined in with the trip to the Avia on Academy in Norwich as part of our Opportunity Area fund‐
ed ac vi es. Mrs Goodger in the Science department took a group of students out to BT and to the University
of East Anglia in a STEM extravaganza. At the Avia on Academy students got to take part in ac vi es around
designing an airport, engineering and ﬁnding out more about the many and varied career pathways that are
associated with air travel ‐ from cabin crew to pilot there are more than 200 careers involved!

Students comple ng an engineering tower during the STEM challenge at Norwich
Interna onal Avia on Academy

Training at Norwich Interna onal Avia on Academy
involves working on a real aeroplane
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Year 9 Careers Day
Our Year 9 students enjoyed an amazing day on 1 July taking part in All Together’s “Ignite Your Genius” in the morn‐
ing then going to the Careers Fair in the a ernoon. Ignite Your Genius involved taking part in a workshop to start to
iden fy the student’s own strengths, skills and quali es. Each student was given a workbook and had to think
about the things that they were good at guided by Amanda Sims of All Together.
The Careers Fair in the a ernoon involved visits by over 30 diﬀerent organisa ons including BT, Ensors, Barnes Con‐
struc on, Universi es and many others. In feedback from last year’s event, over 80% of our students said that it
had raised their conﬁdence about making future decisions.
One of the great things about having an event like this is the chance for teachers to meet former students who are
now represen ng their new careers and employers. We had alumni represented at Footstars, BT, Willis Towers
Watson and Mr Pheasant was especially pleased to meet up with Luke Stevens – now a Management Trainee at
Barnes Construc on. Having opportuni es like this clearly shows our stu‐
dents the diﬀerent routes for progression including all the diﬀerent op ons
from appren ceships to University – we hope that they enjoyed the a er‐
noon.

Mr Pheasant with ex-student Luke Stevens

Ex-students Will Rohﬂing and Euan Parﬁ represen ng BT at
the Careers Fair

Wates—encouraging students to ask ques ons

Page 15

Year 10 Work Experience
I have been fortunate enough to return to work at a me when I am inun‐
dated with outstanding employer feedback reports telling me that our Year
10 students have once again done themselves and the School proud during
their work experience fortnight 10th – 22nd June. Just over 400 Placements
took place with a wide variety of employers including gyms, theatres, care
homes, schools, construc on, marke ng, ﬂorists and pharmacies, even an
ambulance depot and an owl sanctuary. These are just a few comments
from the growing pile of excep onal employer reports:

“Her crea ve skills and ability were outstanding, and we are so grateful for the designs and
posters she has put in place.”
“He was conﬁdent in the team environment and wasn’t afraid to ask ques ons.”
“I believe she will be a great addi on to the industry!”
“A pleasure to teach and work alongside in equal measure – an excellent adver sement for
both his school, young people and himself and an absolute pleasure to have on placement.”
“Excellent use of ini a ve, always oﬀering help.”
“She really became one of the team and used her ini a ve remarkably well….. we are miss‐
ing her support this week!”
“Very adaptable and approachable. Shows maturity beyond his years”
“She has been enthusias c and grown in conﬁdence over the 2 weeks.”
“He was invited back mul ple mes to help with an online project which he carried out with
enthusiasm and conﬁdence.”
“Both her parents and her school should be very proud to send this capable and social lady
out in to the world.”
“He is pro‐ac ve and shows ini a ve and an eagerness to learn.”
“I feel conﬁdent that she will excel in whatever career she chooses to pursue.”
“To see a young work experience student do this without asking is a joy for an employer”
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The students have told us that their placements have improved their conﬁdence
and communica on, they feel more independent and their vision of career op‐
portuni es are more clear. They said that their placements were be er than
expected! Some deﬁnitely now know this is the career they want to go in to,
some realised this isn’t what they want as a future career and they need to seek
some advice and guidance on their next steps.
Importantly, it’s helped students know what they are aiming towards and mo ‐
vated them to work hard to get their grades.

I would like to thank all the staﬀ, parents, carers and employers for your support with the work experience pro‐
gramme. Massive thanks to Maria Aus n for running the show this year and to Claire Ladbrook and the Year 10
team for suppor ng the students throughout the year. Our students wouldn’t have gained these invaluable expe‐
riences without you.
Jenna Wi ng
Work Experience Administrator
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Learning Support Enhanced Transition for Year 6
After the success of a very hastily put together Year 6 enhanced
transition programme last year, the Learning Support Department
decided to organise it again this summer. After months of organising and liaising with primary schools, nearly 50 Year 6 students
attended sessions on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.

Week 1 - Meet and Greet!
Students and their parents/carers were invited in for a tour of the school and a question and answer session with Miss Bradshaw and Mrs Pilkington. Tea, coffee, squash and biscuits were served
and lots of information exchanged by all.

Week 2 - Science!
Thanks to the very talented (and brave!) Andy Reeve, all the students enjoyed participating in various activities in B107. They lit
Bunsen Burners, made hydrogen gas and witnessed the hair raising
effects of the Van De Graaff Generator.
Lots of fun was had by all.

Week 3 - Maths Fun!
Miss Warne gave her time to help the students find as many ‘Diffy numbers’ as they could but we
couldn’t find the elusive ‘Diffy 10’
The year 6s proved to be ‘cracking’ code breakers for the
second half of the session and saved the world!
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Weeks 4 & 5 - Library and Food Tech
Where’s Wally—Is he in the Library?
The students searched high and low for Wally under the watchfull eye of Miss
Woodrow for one week.
Mrs Irons, with the assistance of Cover Supervisors Ms Debnam, Mrs Coote, Mrs
Child and Miss Law, showed them how to bake and ice Cupcakes to take home to
share with their families.

Week 6 - Treasure hunting!
Using maps and clues given by Mrs Brown and Miss Woolnough the children set out to find letters hidden around the school. They returned to
A109 to rearrange them to solve the riddle and discover their treasure.
Ice lollies and games in the Memorial Garden.

Getting Crafty!
Each week when they have visited, the students have worked hard designing a personal shield and have transferred it on to a canvas bag to
take home with them.
At the end of the six weeks spent with
us, all students went home with an information pack, a filled pencil case with essential equipment for high school, a
traffic light, smiley faces key ring set
and a certificate of attendance.

Mrs Brown and Miss Woolnough couldn’t have done all of this without the help of some amazing
students from years 7,8,9 & 10. They have all proven to be mature, responsible and excellent
role models to the year 6s and have been rewarded on Go4Schools and been given a chocolatey
treat.
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GCSE and A Level Art Exhibi on Private View
On Friday 21 June the Art Department held its annual Private View for both GCSE and A Level Art students.

The Exhibi on is the culmina on of all the hard work completed during the course and a great opportunity to cel‐
ebrate our students’ ar s c ability and crea vity. It is also a good way to ensure that everything is presented
beau fully for the visi ng moderator.
As always the Private View was very well a ended by students, parents/carers and friends. All of those who
came seemed to really enjoy and appreciate all the hard work the students had put in with many posi ve com‐
ments as people explained how impressed they were with the quality and variety of work on display.
The A Level group, although small, covered a wide range of themes and media with stunning landscapes, person‐
al responses to portraiture and very innova ve prints and mixed media work. The theme for the GCSE Art Exam
this year was reﬂec on and while many students interpreted this theme in quite a literal sense, many others re‐
ﬂected on issues of personal signiﬁcance, ranging from family ma ers to issues that aﬀect the wider community.
This year is of par cular signiﬁcance as it was the ﬁnal Exhibi on for Mrs Baker, Mr Laird and myself. A big thank
you to Mrs Baker for all her hard work, encouragement to students and support within the department over the
years.
On a personal note, I have been reﬂec ng back on the many years I have spent at Copleston and feel privileged to
have had the opportunity to work with so many wonderful students and play a small part in their ar s c and cre‐
a ve development. Working with Mr Laird once again over the past two years has been a lovely way to ﬁnish and
I know the students he has taught have really appreciated his innova ve ideas and support.
I wish you all every success and happiness for the future.
Mrs Hunt
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Year 12 Literacy Trip to Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre
On Tuesday 7 May the rain “didn’t raineth” and ﬁ een students accom‐
panied Mrs Peirce and Mr Byrne to Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre to en‐
joy a performance of the funny and complex play “Twel h Night” as part
of A Level Literature study. A smooth train journey delivered us to Liver‐
pool Street in me to relax our way to Borough Market for some world
food whilst being serenaded by a very talented busker. Mrs Peirce de‐
clined the oﬀer to solo, as did Mr Byrne. The weather was miraculously
consistent so hopes were high for a dry two hour stand up in the part of
the theatre known as the yard. No roof!
It is clearly going to be a comedy!

If you haven’t been to The Globe, try and get there this summer. Walking into the space is breath‐taking and fasci‐
na ng. The fact that clouds and blue sky are overhead is a beau ful distrac on un l the musicians call the audience
to order as they would have in 1602. And the music is great! All of the cast play a mean tune – passing their instru‐
ments around to be played equally brilliantly whilst singing and hi ng every note. Music is clearly the food of love.
Ini al confusion was caused by the cas ng in this gender‐bending play
(never forget that Shakespeare was ahead of his me) as the director
chose a woman to play a man playing a woman who disguises herself as a
man. The Clown, Feste, was also female and Malvolio had an Australian
accent! We all seemed to cope. When Olivia appeared as a man wearing a
black Egyp an‐type veil the audience audibly drew breath with intrigue.
The veil stayed on for a good half an hour! All of this confusion is part of
the play but the plot is remarkably simple: a shipwreck followed by iden ‐
ty confusion and a trick to embarrass followed by love and weddings. A
(not so) typical Shakespearian comedy!
Five jokes! I’ve understood ﬁve jokes!

At the interval we all agreed that it was great but we didn’t know what
was to come. A bright, enormous cod‐piece (look it up) worn by Malvolio
who should not have been wearing a bright, enormous cod‐piece. Cue
lots and lots and lots of uncontrollable laughter. The cast ended with the
Globe tradi on of a dance and a merry tune which brought the house
down on several hundred smiling audience members and we all trooped
oﬀ back to Liverpool Street with a song in our hearts. And the train was‐
n’t delayed so miracles do happen.
A quick chat with all students revealed that the original and poten ally
The Tractor Girls go Shakespeare!
confusing cas ngs did not harm the enjoyment and the fact that some
characters doubled up to play two or three parts didn’t cause any problems: it’s amazing what you can do with a
hat.
Hopefully, the trip will help the students with their studies and provide some happy memories of a warm day in
London when Shakespeare proved yet again that he can raise a laugh and provoke a thought four hundred years
a er he decided to put his quill down.
If you are interested in studying A Level Literature at Copleston, please speak to your English teacher.
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This Summer’s Dance Show, “Raising the Barre” was another fantas c showcase of the talent our young dancers at
Copleston possess.
They displayed incredible commitment and hard work rehearsing relessly in the run up to the show and everyone
gave their absolute all in four energe c performances across 3 days and evenings.

There were group and individual performances,
many of which were choreographed by the stu‐
dents themselves.
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Thursday night’s ﬁnale is always an emo onal perfor‐
mance as we say goodbye to Year 13s and some Year 11s.

So proud of ex pupil Chloe Giles who has graduated from
The Royal Academy of Dance with a First class honours
degree in Ballet Educa on.
Slightly jealous she got to meet Darcey Bussell!
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Year 7 Language Week
During Year 7 Language Week in June, students were given the opportunity of entering an essay compe‐
on. The brief s pulated that the essay should be no more than 300 words long. Below is the winning
essay.
Paige used a variety of techniques, addressed the reader directly, used a variety of sentence structures
and answered the ques on.

Why is it important to learn another language?
Paige Cannell 7EE
In your life, you experience new and different things but have you ever considered learning a new
language? If not, continue reading this and you will hopefully change your mind.
Learning languages has many great benefits that are simply fantastic. For example, learning languages improves your communication skills, boosts your confidence and improves your memory.
Surprisingly, there is a health benefit too as your mind stays healthier for longer!
Many people have an excuse for not learning a new language but here are my arguments against
them. People say it takes forever but I say that you need to commit to learning a new language
and you will eventually get over that barrier. People say that they don’t have time but you only
need to do five minutes a day and, if you work hard enough and commit yourself, you will find
learning other languages much easier.
Did you know that in 2012, 61% of British people could not speak a second language?
You are probably wondering which language to learn; well, look no further because (in addition to
English) the world’s most widely spoken languages are Spanish, French and German. Some say that
Spanish is the easiest language to learn but Mandarin is spoken as a first language by nearly a billion people.
When I first started learning languages, it was hard but I found that the harder the work, the
better I got – and remember the benefits.
I hope this essay has changed your mind and that you do start to learn another language.
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The U13 Volleyball teams competed at the School Games this
half term. All four teams improved throughout the compe on
with the Girls’ teams ﬁnishing 7th and 8th, although the A team
lost by just 2 points in three of their games! The Boys’ teams
faced oﬀ in a playoﬀ to reach the semi‐ﬁnals which the B team
won on their way to an excellent 2nd place. The A team ended
up in 6th place.

Copleston's amazing year of sport came to an end with students par ci‐
pa ng in the Suﬀolk Super 8 Athle cs ﬁnals. Four Teams of 8 went to
Northgate track in a bid to win the ﬁnal event of the year. We are delight‐
ed to say that U15 Boys came 5th (injuries prevented us from comple ng
in 3 ac vi es) U13 Boys and Girls both came 2nd and ﬁnally the U15 Girls
completed an outstanding year by ﬁnishing as champions. Well done all.
Truly proud of everyone's eﬀorts.
The Year 7’s had their ﬁrst taste of a high school athle cs compe on.
There were some very strong individual performances from both the boys
and girls which meant that collec vely as a team both ﬁnished in 1st
place! Well done to both teams.
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Sports day was another amazing extravaganza of physical ac vity with 100% par cipa on by students from Years 7
to 9. The day was superbly run by staﬀ and Year 12 students allowing the lower school to take part in a range of
ac vi es from Lawn Darts to Rodeo Bull Riding.
Although it is a compe ve event the day focusses on engagement, and the “Copleston Mile” alone meant the 900
students involved racked up approximately 1500 miles between them.
Congratula ons to everyone that took part.

Page 26

Page 27

On Monday 15 July, the PE Department held their annual Celebra on of Spor ng Achievement. It was, as always, a
great way to recognise and reward the hard work, commitment and dedica on of our young sports stars.

Year 7 Pla num Award Winners

Year 8 Silver Award Winners

Lower and Upper School Sports Personali es of the Year

Year 9 Sports Man and Woman the Year
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Year 8 Sports Man and Woman the Year

School Games Team of the Year

Twins, Max and Harry, were named joint
Year 10 Sportsmen of the Year
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Copleston Feeders Sports Programme
As the Summer term draws to a close, once again, there has been an extensive range of events held during what is
tradi onally our busiest period for the pyramid programme.
Our Summer Fes vals in the Sports Programme this term have been Kwik Cricket and Rounders. We had 6 Prima‐
ry schools enter the Rounders Fes val and, fortunately, this me we had a lovely sunny day, which more than
made up for last year’s downpour! Thanks to our Year 10 Leaders, who umpired the event, we were able to run 3
matches simultaneously. This meant we were able to give the students plenty of matches against other schools.
Similarly, the Kwik Cricket Fes val, this me involving ‘B’ squads too, was ably supported by Year 9 Leaders, who
umpired and scored matches on 3 separate pitches.
There has also been a host of other events held this term.
Our Mul ‐Sports Fes vals saw over 1,100 primary school children from our 4 main feeder schools (Years 1 – 4) due
to a end over two days. These Fes vals were led by 75 Year 9 students, who did an outstanding job. Unfortunate‐
ly, the weather that had threatened us for two days, ﬁnally got the be er of us, and we were forced to abandon
the Year 3 event just before the end. This meant that for the ﬁrst me in my 9 years of organising these events,
we were unable to host the Year 4s. These annual events play a huge part in preparing youngsters for the transi‐
on from their Primary schools to Copleston HS. Many children will already have made over a dozen visits to the
school to par cipate in spor ng ac vi es before entering in to Year 7.
Twelve Year 5 children a ended our annual Young Leaders’ Course and developed their leadership skills. In the
a ernoon they led 90 Year 1 Britannia students through a range of games and did a superb job. The inten on is
that they return to their schools and support staﬀ with ac vi es at breaks, lunch mes and a er‐school. All went
away with Young Leader ‘T’ shirts and cer ﬁcates.
The spor ng links with Britannia con nue to be strong and their Sports Day (Field Events) was again supported by
27 Year 9s who, following a training session the previous day, acted as judges and recorders throughout the day.
Copleston has also hosted Cliﬀord Road and Rose Hill Primary School Sports Days on our playing ﬁeld. This is very
much appreciated by our feeder schools that otherwise wouldn’t be able to run such events, given the limited
space that they have at their schools. In a similar vein, we have also hosted football matches for Rose Hill and
Netball prac ces and matches for Britannia Primary Schools during the last term.
Finally, I and the PE Department would like to say a huge ‘thank‐you’ to all Copleston students who have given up
their me to support the programme this year. There has been amazing support from all year groups, Year 7
through to Year 13 at various mes, and I would es mate that we have had 70+ diﬀerent students ‘giving back’.
They have taken on roles such as oﬃcials, scorers, administrators etc. and this has made organising the Fes vals a
much easier task.
Without their help it would be a challenge to run the programme in the way that we do. Their support means that
students from our feeder primary schools are ge ng a really posi ve spor ng experience at Copleston from very
early on in their educa on.
At all mes they have been a huge credit to the PE department and the school – Well done!
Finally, I will be re ring at the end of this term and will be passing on my role to Mrs Jackson. It has been an in‐
credible 9 years, working with 11 of our local primary schools to provide both spor ng and recrea onal opportuni‐
es for students. There can be few more sa sfying jobs than seeing the an cipa on and excitement on a young
person’s face as they are about to represent their school in a spor ng event for the very ﬁrst me!!!
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I would like to thank all the staﬀ from these schools who have been my ‘sports link’ for suppor ng me in my role.
As a result, I would like to think that the students have had a really posi ve experience that may well stand them in
good stead for the future. The beneﬁts of ac vity, to both the individual and society as a whole, are well docu‐
mented.
I’d like to wish Mrs Jackson all the very best in her new role and I’m 100% sure that the Primary Schools, the PE
Department and our superb Sports Captains and Leaders here at Copleston will con nue to oﬀer her the same lev‐
el of support that they have given me.

R Garnham (Feeders Sports Programme Co‐ordinator)

Wednesday A ernoon Enrichment – WOW!
The summer term WOW! programme has seen the con nua on of the usual tradi onal summer sports being
oﬀered. Currently we are oﬀering ac vi es such as Cricket, Tennis, So ball/Baseball, Rounders and Athle cs, as
well as the more crea ve ac vi es, such as Nail Art, Baking and Cra s. Adventure Gaming and Chess ensure there
is an ac vity on oﬀer for everyone.
Mrs Jackson will be taking on the role of Co‐ordinator from me in September. I’m sure she will bring a fresh impe‐
tus to the programme and I wish her well.
I would like to thank all the various staﬀ, Cover Supervisors, Technicians, 6th Formers and External Support staﬀ,
who have led an array of ac vi es over the course of the 9 years I have co‐ordinated the programme, for their help
and support.
As always at this me of year, we are on the look‐out for new ac vi es to run. If you, or anyone you know, has an
interes ng hobby or interest that you think might prove popular with students in the lower school, please let her
know.
R Garnham (Ac vity Programme Co‐ordinator)
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Year 9 Ardeche Trip 2019
On Friday 24 May, 43 students embarked on the annual Ardèche extravaganza. Eager with snack packs, ﬂuﬀy
blankets and mul ple power packs, the students challenged themselves with a sweetathon, a mishmash of music
and a couple of ﬁlms to entertain them as the coach made the overnight journey through France.
We arrived at PGL Domaine de Segries on Saturday 25 May where
the students were thrown into ‘river life’ by learning the infamous
PGL songs whilst being drenched to ensure that they were accus‐
tomed to what a water sports holiday was.
‘I was the one who was singled out to show how the safety equipment was used whilst being drenched in front of everyone’!’ Kamer‐
on
A er the students’ shrieking comedy sketch, we headed down to the
ﬁrst sec on of the Ardèche that awaited our arrival. The students
took to the water like ducks during the short 4km paddle, where we learnt the skills to canoe down the river and
the exci ng rapids with our river guide, Gavin. During this me, we canoed under the famous Pont d’Arc, where
we had the opportunity to take in the natural beauty of the river.
Day two arrived bright and early and a calm river greeted us for our longest pad‐
dle of 14km. With extreme excitement, the students took on this challenge with
great enthusiasm, as did Mr Benne with his responsibility of Go‐Pro co‐
ordinator. Some students appeared to have forgo en how to paddle in a
straight line and managing to capsize in the middle of a rapid, but this didn’t
stop them making their way to the next stop, they just had to navigate through
the uphill trek of Le Mas. Many of the students were in awe with the breath‐
taking views either side of us as we con nued the descent. The students had the
opportunity to test their fear factors by comple ng the ﬁrst rock jump of the
descent.
The evening was ﬁlled with a venture around the quaint town of Vallon, provid‐
ing luxurious ice‐cream and plenty of bandanas.
With a small lie in and a stomach full of fresh fruit and croissants, the students were (mostly) happy to trek back
down Le Mas to pick up their canoes and paddle the last descent of the Ardèche river. This is a notoriously chal‐
lenging sec on of the river, known for its strong headwinds. With some canoe shuﬄing, we ventured down the
river with a strong determina on to conquer the last 12km of the descent. A er lunch the Leaders decided that
the students had had too much of an easy ride, so challenged them with a washing machine! Students were in‐
vited into a canoe which was repeatedly turned to create a ‘washing machine’ and all the students had to do was
to hold on! The award for the longest machine ride was Brandon with an impressive 17 cycles and half a bellyful
of the Ardèche river! The students were also challenged with ‘the Womble’ where they had to freestyle down a
rapid and leave at the right me to stop at the track to jump from the highest rock jump. Ben was nominated for
the ‘will he or won’t he’ award for conquering his fear of heights.
‘My most memorable part of the descent was when I was standing in my canoe whilst I was paddling. Out of nowhere, Mrs Roberts and Miss Halesworth’s boat collided with mine and capsized me.’ Mia
Day four greeted us with cooler weather for students to pack up their things before boarding the coach for the
three‐hour journey to the Mediterranean coast. A er breakfast and a frenzied pack, we were back on the coach.
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With a short journey and a quick stop at Decathlon for beach supplies the students found themselves at Mimosa,
the home of the big green tents and no charging points for their phones! Following a tour around the camp, the
beach games were calling with a perfect loca on to watch the sun set.
The ﬁrst full day at Mimosa was ac on packed. The morning was ﬁlled with a variety
of ac vi es to support the students in team building and to get to know the new staﬀ.
The bright a ernoon meant that we were then able to go snorkelling at Black Sands in
Cap d’Age, where the students were able to swim out in small groups to the middle of
the cove where they saw an assortment of marine creatures. They also had the oppor‐
tunity to play games, making it the ideal Copleston ‘family’ day out! Back at camp and
yet another belly full of food it was disco me. There had been many rumours about
this disco from Segs and it lived up to expecta on. The camp leaders were as enthusi‐
as c as the students in ensuring that only the best dance moves were on the dance‐
ﬂoor.
Day six was a day full of exci ng and new water sports for the students to try. The morning was ﬁlled with the stu‐
dents experimen ng with giant paddle boards.
‘We were feeling brave and decided to venture further out. The wind caught us and
carried us towards the mouth of the river to sea!’
A er a quick life boat rescue, the groups were tasked with trying to capsize each oth‐
er’s boards and to dunk their opponents.
The next ac vity was ra building. The race was
on to see who could create their ra the quick‐
est and deploy it to the water.
The a ernoon arrived and we went back to the
beach and, in small groups, the students were
taught the ropes of sailing the Pico.
In the evening, we paid a visit to Cap d’Age to see the marina and heard the
students using their best French accents to buy sweet, treats and gi s for friends and family.
The ﬁnal full day in the South of France called for the best beach day Mimo‐
sa could oﬀer. The morning walk down to the beach was met with catama‐
rans, the fastest boats that were on oﬀer for the thrill seekers (un l the
wind completely dropped leaving them abandoned at sea). Yet another res‐
cue boat helped the students out to the safety of the beach and closer to
the food hall!
A er lunch it was me for the grand ﬁnale and Miss Halesworth’s all‐ me
favourite ‐ banana boats. In
groups of eight, students were lined up on the banana boat, led out
to sea where they bobbed and turned and occasionally fell oﬀ.
A er another mass bag pack, another inspec on and more sweets
bought for the coach journey, the students embarked on the long
journey back home.
The Ardèche trip was a joy to be a part of and many thanks go to
Mrs Roberts for organising yet again and all the staﬀ who a ended
to make it such a memorable trip!
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As promised, an update on the New Build …
Progress is s ll good, and s ll slightly ahead of programme in most areas (we’re now in week 24 and the new build
phase is 65 weeks).
You can see below the drama c change of this area to date.

The underﬂoor drainage is now complete and 90% of the ﬂoors are all now in place.

Current works involve spraying the steel frame with intumescent paint, installing the upstand to the roof, and add‐
ing the Steel Frame System (SFS) to the structural frame.
In the right image above you can see where the SFS is in place on the le wing, but not yet on the right.
The SFS holds the windows and is what the external board/insula on is then a ached to, and you will see board‐
installa on works star ng shortly.
The work to cover the roof is also star ng, and following the external board will be the installa on of the windows.

The images above show the current view from the Foxhall Road side and an internal view showing the SFS ready for
installa on (view looking down a corridor).
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I have shown two Year 9 groups to the site, where they met
with myself and the contractors, ﬁnding out about the New
Build, the numerous varied career op ons within the con‐
struc on industry (for both boys and girls), and to see for
themselves the progress so far:

In terms of planning we’re now ﬁnalising some of the ﬁner
details (wall colours, toilet cubicles, light switches, hand dry‐
ers, li ﬁnishes etc), some of which need to be ordered well
in advance.

Finally, a few images of how some of the new spaces are planned to look:
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