Spring Term: February 2020
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Important Dates For Your Diary
Tuesday 11/Wednesday 12 &
Thursday 13 February

Whole School Produc on ‘Popstars of the 90s’ in the Main Hall 7 p.m.

Wednesday 12 February

Year 8 Boys/Girls HPV Vaccina ons
Year 12 Talk by No ngham University: Why go to Uni, Student Finance, How to
choose your course.

HALF TERM: Monday 17 February – Friday 21 February 2020
w/b Monday 24 February

Year 11—Sixth Form IAG Interviews

Monday 9 March

6.15 p.m. Ex Year 11 Presenta on Evening in the Main Hall.

Wednesday 18 March

Year 8 Pathways Evening in Main Hall

Thursday 19 March

Year 11 Raising Achievement Evening

Friday 20 March

Year 12 – Deadline for Year 13 Applica ons to the Sixth Form Oﬃce

w/b Monday 23 March/
w/b Monday 30 March

Year 10 Assessment Fortnight

Tuesday 24 March

Year 8 IAG Interviews: 4.30 – 7 p.m.

Thursday 26 March

Year 12/13 Parents’/Carers’ Evening
Sixth Form Oﬀer Le ers issued

Thursday 2 April

PD Day – Disaggregated – Staﬀ only

Friday 3 April – Friday 17 April

EASTER HOLIDAYS

Monday 20 April

PD Day – staﬀ only – move to new build
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Welcome to the Copleston Chronicle
Dear Parents/Carers
I am delighted with the Progress that the school is con nuing to make. We have received validated data for both
our Key Stage 5 (A Level) and Key Stage 4 Performances for summer 2019. I would just like to point out a signiﬁ‐
cant headline. At Key Stage 4 our Progress 8 score has increased to 0.38 which means that we have maintained
our posi on as the top performing school in Ipswich and we are the second best performing school in the whole of
Suﬀolk.
We have con nued to have many visitors to the school on a weekly basis, with whom I have completed a learning
walk. These have included Ma Capp (Governor and Trustee), Simon Ellio (CEO of Forest Gate Community
Schools Trust), Angela Ransby (CEO of the Raedwald Trust), Wolfe Powell (a previous Deputy Headteacher), Bill
Robinson (Chair of the Governing Body), Mark Murphy (BBC Radio Suﬀolk Breakfast Show presenter) and Andrew
Papworth (Chief News Reporter at the Ipswich Star). There have been other visitors and these learning walks
simply complement those that are happening all day, every day, as part of our standard opera ng procedure.
Shown below are some of the very nice comments that were made following these visits.
“Thanks to you and your staﬀ for the lovely walk around today. I was very impressed with the behaviour ‐ your staﬀ have
the children absolutely on point. The school seems even be er than the last me I visited. Keep up the good work” (Simon
Ellio – CEO of Forest Gate Community Schools Trust)
“Thank you for the opportunity to see learning in ac on: what a joy it was for me to witness such focussed and purposeful
lessons. We all know how crucial it is for a culture of learning to be truly co‐owned and co‐constructed: we also know how
hard communi es such as yours have to work to achieve this state. If it’s not
Principal
too much of a liberty, I wonder if some of your departments would welcome
colleagues from the Raedwald Trust to join in opportuni es for professional
Mr A B Green
dialogue, peer support and collabora on. I know how valuable colleagues in
our trust would ﬁnd this” (Angela Ransby – CEO of the Raedwald Trust)
Head of Standards across the MAT
“Thank you for taking me round yesterday. In some ways it was a walk down
memory lane but there have been many changes to fabric and all for the be er.
The thing that most impressed me was the behaviour of the students in every
class we visited. Without excep on they appeared focused on their work and
there was a real sense of purpose. Well done to you and the staﬀ and good luck
in the new building” (Wolfe Powell – Previous Deputy Headteacher)

Mr D East
Senior Leadership Team
Mr R Hall
Mr D Leach
Mrs T Pilkington
Mrs K Ramsden
Mrs L Vadali
Mr S Harrington
Mr H Palmer
Leaders of Learning
Miss H Bradshaw

Year 7

Mrs M Cro on‐Sleigh

Year 8

Mrs L Bastable‐Aradia

Year 9

Miss J Halesworth

Year 10

Mr R Terry

Year 11

Mr D Leach

Year 12 & 13

Finally, the new building has been progressing very well and is on sched‐
ule to open on me. I have met with key stakeholders to ensure that all
the ﬁner details are a ended to so that the migra on into the new build‐
ing is smooth for both staﬀ and students directly a er Easter. To mark
the opening of the new build (and the ﬁnal few weeks of the old building)
we are holding a celebra on event here at Copleston on 19th March for
Alumni, ex‐staﬀ, key local business partners and Governors/Trustees. This
event is being co‐ordinated very carefully and is being well supported by
the Ipswich Star (who are producing a colour supplement), BBC Radio
Suﬀolk and the Suﬀolk Chamber.
The future looks very bright and there are hopefully very exci ng mes
ahead.

Andrew Green (Principal)
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Safeguarding Team

Mrs Osborne

Miss Bradshaw

Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh

The team consis ng of myself, Miss Bradshaw and Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh are, as always, con nuing to
process safeguarding issues that have been shared with us via students, staﬀ, parents/carers and outside
agencies.

One of the main issues that the Safeguarding Team/Year Teams deals with is the issue of anxiety. This
presents itself in many forms, e.g. tantrums, refusal to eat, refusal to a end school and self‐harming.

Teenagers o en experience heightened levels of anxiety and this can be managed in many ways, e.g:


regular rou nes;



regular sleep pa erns;



clean sleep – no screens for at least ½ hour before bed etc;



monitoring and controlling of social media;



regular nutri ous meals.

It is good to remember that a certain level of anxiety is normal in every day life and something we must
encourage our young people to manage whilst developing a certain level of resilience.

Regular praise and reviewing the day/school in a posi ve light also helps, as well as discussing the good
things that have happened during the day and reinforcing these points. Reinforcing anxie es by
constantly ques oning young people about them can exacerbate issues. Unfortunately this, combined
with the onset of puberty and the pressures of exams, can develop into quite a toxic combina on.

If anxiety can be acknowledged and ‘managed’ in its early stages, it is possible to prevent certain
situa ons escala ng. There are a number of strategies available including establishing a regular exercise
rou ne, prac sing breathing exercises, possibly seeing a counsellor (school or 4YP), and/or accessing the
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Wellbeing Hub on 0345 600 2090 www.thesource.me.uk/wellbeing. If symptoms persist or become
no ceably worse, a visit to the GP may help, or accessing KOOTH—24 hour online Counselling Service at
kooth.com or the School Nursing Service on www.suﬀolk.gov.uk/schoolnursing or tex ng 07507 333356

We understand that school and teenage living can be diﬃcult and we recognise that a certain level of
anxiety is present in everyone’s lives.

I recently read part of an old Hopi (Na ve American) poem:
There is a river ﬂowing now very fast,
It is so great and swi that there are those who are afraid,
They will try to hold on to the shore.
They will feel they are torn apart and will suﬀer greatly.
Know the river has its des na on.
The elders say we must let go of the shore, push oﬀ into the middle of the river,
Keep our eyes open, and our heads above water.
Let’s try together to help our young people to be able to “keep our eyes open, and our heads above
water”.

During the cold weather I would like to ask all Parents/Carers to ensure that their children are wearing
appropriate warm, waterproof clothing and, if riding bikes, have working lights and brakes. If you have
any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the relevant Year Team or Safeguarding Team.

In the ‘Keeping Children Safe in Educa on 2019’ document, it states that we are required to have at least
2 contact numbers for each student. If you change your contact details, please inform the school’s
recep on oﬃce either via telephone on 01473 277240, or by emailing mail@copleston.suﬀolk.sch.uk

Mrs J Osborne—Designated Safeguarding Lead

EMERGENCY CONTACT/ADDRESS DETAILS
It is important that we hold up to date emergency contact
informa on and home address details for all students on roll. Please ensure any changes to addresses/telephone numbers are communicated to the main oﬃce/sixth form oﬃce via
telephone or email. Contact details available on our website: h ps://www.copleston.suﬀolk.sch.uk/page/?
tle=Contact+Us&pid=38
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We trust everyone had a joyful Christmas break and
wish all a Happy New Year! It’s wonderful to have all
of the students back to school, ready to do their best
in 2020.

Head
of Year—Miss
Leader
of LearningBradshaw
- Miss Bradshaw
Head of Year—Miss Bradshaw

Year 7s have returned from the Christmas break with
an excellent a tude and a great commitment to‐
wards their learning. Students have displayed real
enthusiasm and maturity in their lessons and it has
been lovely seeing them so engaged a er the fes ve
season.

The year team are focusing on a endance, and talking to students about their punctuality and a endance
to school. We will be discussing the importance of good a endance and the beneﬁts/impact it has on ed‐
uca on in assembly. There has been a no ceable improvement with students’ punctuality – Well done to
everyone and keep up the great work!
Feel Good Friday – Con nues to be a real success. Praising students for their hard work, a tude towards
their learning and acts of kindness towards others are just some of the many things we reward students
for; Students look forward to it, Teachers love to share feedback from the week and I can’t wait to get in‐
to lessons and reward great behaviour and work. Phoning home to parents/carers to say how impressed I
have been is a great way to start the weekend and I absolutely love sharing the posi ve work your chil‐
dren do!
Essen al Equipment – Please could you ensure your son/daughter comes to school with the correct
equipment needed for the day. Some students are not bringing their logbooks, subject books or a pen and
pencil; this delays lessons star ng promptly.
Uniform – We adhere to a strict Uniform policy and this can be found in the handbook given out at the
beginning of the academic year. It can also be found on the school’s website. On the whole, uniform is
outstanding and, a er comple ng regular uniform checks, I praise the year group on how smart they all
look. Can I reinforce that our school trousers are to be purchased only from Coes and PMG Schoolwear in
Ipswich town centre along with our polo tops and sweatshirts. Shoes are to be all black with no white/
colour trim. Students are to wear only one set of earrings in each ear and no nail varnish. Hair colours
need to be neutral and no shaved pa erns in hair are allowed.
Breakfast – We have recently had an increase in students feeling unwell and a ending Sickbay due to not
ea ng breakfast before they come to school – Even if it’s an ‘on the go’ breakfast, we encourage all stu‐
dents to eat something to enable them to have energy to be able to learn eﬀec vely.
So far this term we have been busy working on:
Parents’/Carers’ Evening – Parents’/Carers’ Evening saw a fantas c turnout and it was wonderful to see
so many students a ending this with their parents/carers. All of the fantas c feedback staﬀ had to oﬀer
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has encouraged students to stretch and challenge themselves even further. As always, thank you for your
support in a ending this event. It’s a wonderful opportunity to see everyone and share all of the academ‐
ic achievements that have taken place since September.
Year 7 Reports have been released: It is great to see so many students achieving academic success and
doing so well in their assessments. Students have worked incredibly hard and we are really proud of
them. If you are unable to access your child’s report, please let us know and we will happily forward you a
paper copy of this. We recently gave students a booklet detailing Go4Schools and guidance on how to
read reports ‐ please ask your child’s Tutor if this has been misplaced and we will have another copy sent
to you.
Year 7 Council ‐ Con nue to represent their form with maturity and they are all dedicated to ensuring
they can raise ma ers that are important to them. The Year Council are busy planning our fundraising
events and brainstorming ideas to improve our school community.
We always welcome feedback and share this in our assembly so that student voice is heard.
Dates for your diary –
Popstars of the 90s: This year’s produc on is well under way and we look forward to welcoming you to
come and see everyone who is par cipa ng – Tickets are £5 and can be purchased at lunch mes at Pupil
Recep on. Lots of Year 7 students are involved and it would be brilliant to see as many of you there as
possible to support all of the hard work and eﬀort they have put in over the last few months.
The show dates are Tuesday 11, Wednesday 12 and Thursday 13 February, star ng at 7pm each night.
As ever, if you have any ques ons or queries, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s Form Tutor or
the Year 7 Team.
Best wishes
Miss Bradshaw and the Year 7 Team
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Year 7 STEM Day
We were really pleased to have Mike and Clive from the Engineering Development Trust come to
Copleston on 20th January to deliver a “First Edi on” STEM Event.
STEM stands for Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths, and for this day we add in an addi onal
le er A for Art making it a STEAM event as students had to design and build a rollercoaster. The aim of
the day is to have fun learning about the forces involved in an engineering structure and to learn about
careers in STEM. Clive and Mike told us that there will be a need for over a million new engineers in the
future.
Our students created some wonderful rollercoasters – Mike said that he loved their enthusiasm and
would be pleased to return to Copleston in the future.
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Year 8 have returned from the Christmas break with a posi‐
ve a tude and a great commitment to their learning. I
have seen students par cipa ng wonderfully in lessons,
from crea ve art and technology projects to an excellent
focus and a tude in maths.

We have been focusing on a endance recently, and asking
students about their a endance and punctuality to school
and to lessons. There has been a great improvement with
students’ punctuality ‐ well done to all involved! Please
take a moment to familiarise yourselves with the new
school policy to late deten ons.

Head of Year 8—Mrs Cro on-Sleigh
Leader of Learning—Mrs Cro on-Sleigh

Our Achievement Assembly in December was a wonderful
celebra on of all the successes of Year 8’s Autumn term.
The atmosphere was fantas c where students showed
their support and apprecia on of each other’s achieve‐
ments and performances. Thank you to the students who
produced spectacular performances!

This is a very important term for Year 8 as they need to make decisions for their GCSE op ons choices.

The following are some key dates for your informa on;
Monday 3rd February kicks oﬀ the week of assemblies delivered by Head of Departments, to equip students with informa on
about subjects at GCSE level.
Parent/Carer evening is on Thursday 6th February for you to gain valuable feedback from teachers about the progress and a ‐
tude of your son/daughter. This will help shape the decision making of GCSE choices.
Thursday 13th February you will receive the Op ons Booklet to have plenty of me to look over the subjects on oﬀer.
Weeks commencing 24th February and 2nd March—students will be receiving informa on, advice and guidance sessions with
Mrs Ladbrook and Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh. During these sessions, we aim to support students to make well informed choices with
the use of Fast Tomato. This is an extremely useful online tool that provides access to informa on that enables students to
explore any number of educa on and career paths and the launch of the op ons workbook, which will guide students by look‐
ing at their learning styles, interests and aspira ons. This workbook will be completed during tutor sessions and students can
also bring it home to share with parents/carers.
Wednesday 18th March is the Careers Pathway evening. This is a marketplace style event where displays for all subjects on
oﬀer at Key Stage 4 will be available for you and your son/daughter to visit.
Friday 20th March is the deadline for return of the completed Op on Form to tutors.

Reminder that jumpers and hoodies are not school uniform—students are not to wear these at any me. The school sweatshirt
is to have a coat worn over the top.

Page 9

Year 8 Op ons Decision Making – support from The Careers Team
As our students near the point where they are considering their decisions around what GCSE op ons to
take, they receive support from the Careers Team.
Year 8 students are having assemblies from each department, which will be followed by comple ng a
booklet during registra on me. Students will begin to think about what they like and what they enjoy;
beginning a journey of self‐discovery that supports their decision making alongside conversa ons they
have with teachers and family.
This year we are introducing a new lesson a er February half term, where every Year 8 student will be
able to use Fast Tomato, our careers choice pla orm. They will have a log in and password for Fast Toma‐
to which they can use at home to show you their personal proﬁle and informa on about career pathways
they are interested in. We use the pla orm as it has good, relevant informa on and we trust the links it
provides to diﬀerent places, like industry bodies or universi es.
We are also encouraging our students to explore www.icanbea.org.uk. “icanbea” is supported by Suﬀolk
County Council and has informa on about local business and companies that oﬀer work experience and
appren ceships. Students can make a log in and try out the careers wizard, they can “like” diﬀerent ca‐
reers or companies.
Students can also come and talk to Mr Macartney, Head of Informa on, Advice and Guidance, or Mrs
Ladbrook, the school’s careers adviser, if they wish to, both are happy to help.
An example of the proﬁle report from Fast Tomato
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Reports
A brilliant set of reports this half term. Incredibly im‐
pressed to see so many students reaching and exceeding
the high expecta ons we all have of them. If there are any
ques ons you have connected to the reports, please con‐
tact the class teacher for more informa on.

Youth Speaks

Leader of Learning—Mrs Bastable-Aradia

On the 21st January, 3 Year 9 students had the opportuni‐
ty to partake in the Youth Speaks deba ng compe on;
this is a na onally organised event which every year sees
students aged 11‐14 debate a topic or current issue in teams of three. There is a formal structure to the event and
pressure is high; with a panel of 3 judges, from the Rotary Club, marking them. The team had to speak for 15
minutes and answer a ques on from the ﬂoor. Our students were up against 3 other schools in the local area‐ West‐
bourne, Ipswich High and St Joseph’s, and presented their views on ‘The Changing Role of Men and Women Today’.
See Page 17—A truly fantas c achievement! All are hopeful for the next round‐ good luck!

The Pitch
In associa on with 4YP there is a ‘Dragons’ Den’ style project, called ‘The Pitch’ on 6th March. Students across Year
7‐9 have registered their interest and are star ng to create a sustainable project aimed at improving resilience/
Mental Health. This small team will be judged by an “impar al” panel, who then agree a short list of schools. The
chosen teams then pitch for the prize money. Another exci ng opportunity, good luck!!
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Since returning in January, we have had a very busy
half term.
The main focus for this half term has been the com‐
ple on of the work experience documents and
forms. The majority of students have successfully
found a suitable placement for the 2 weeks of work
experience star ng on Monday 8 June. We are sure
that this will be an invaluable experience for the
students and help promote their aspira ons moving
forward. If you s ll require a work experience place‐
ment then please see Mr Macartney or Mrs Wi ng
upstairs in the library mezzanine—see below.

Head of Year—Mr Terry
Leader of Learning—Miss Halesworth

Mr Benne and I regularly have the opportunity to pop in to lessons and we have been par cularly im‐
pressed with the students’ work towards their English speaking tests over the last couple of weeks.
These have been of such a good standard and quality – well done to all students.
In the coming weeks we have some exci ng opportuni es that the students can get involved in. We
have the Intermediate Maths Challenge, a theatre presenta on for students that take Spanish, an as‐
sembly on careers planning and the MFL ‘Have your say’ compe on.
Further in the future, we have our Spring Achievement Assembly on Thursday 26th March.

Year 10 Work Experience Placements
Many thanks to all of the students who have handed in their work experience placement forms.
We know it can be diﬃcult ﬁnding a placement, therefore, we are holding work experience focus groups
over the next few weeks to support students with this process.
Please ensure that if students have found a placement, the employer has been asked to complete the
placement form, and that this has been passed on to Mrs Wi ng.
The placement form can be found on the school website or in the careers oﬃce, the library desk, main
recep on or from Form Tutors.
If you need help, please come and see us in the careers oﬃce in the library, or send an email to Mrs
Wi ng jwi ng@copleston.suﬀolk.sch.uk
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Maximise Exam Skills
On 7th January, students were given a second session with the
Maximise Team who worked through revision and planning
techniques. The sessions were well received by the students
and then, in the evening, parents/carers came in to develop
their own strategies to support their children.

Leader of Learning —Mr Terry

Exam Skills Sessions
The sessions running every night of the week are providing strategies to develop exam answers and knowledge.
The uptake has been fantas c and we are hoping for the impact to be reﬂected in the next set of Mock exams.

Students are also producing some amazing pieces of revision material, which we are always happy to show oﬀ.

Prom/Leavers Hoodies
The next instalment for the Prom ckets will be required this term, for those who have paid a deposit, the remain‐
ing £32 will be due by 31st March.
The Leavers’ Hoodies are being prepared as I write and will be ready to purchase through a special link, which you
will receive at the start of February. Students can have their surname on the Hoody for no extra cost.
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Year 13 Students now have their ﬁrst report
which can be accessed through GO4 Schools.
Both Year 12 and 13 have sat their ﬁrst mock ex‐
ams of the year and are already ac ng on the
feedback they have been given by staﬀ. There are
further mock exams for Year 13 a er February
half term as we begin the build up to the summer
exams. As there are no longer AS exams at the
end of Year 12, there will be an internal set of
Mr D Leach—Director of Sixth Form
mock exams at the end of June. These exams are
very important and will have a bearing on a stu‐
dent’s entry into Year 13. Students must achieve
a minimum of an E grade in each of their subjects to automa cally go into Year 13.
Students o en ﬁnd preparing properly for A level exams challenging. Previous students
have given this though ul advice as to how best to prepare for A level exams:
 Review past papers and prac ce exam ques ons
 Ask the teachers if you are stuck, they're here to help you
 Make good revision tools that you could use in the real exams
 Focus on the topics you get stuck on – don’t avoid them.
 Try to a end as many revision sessions as possible – lunch me, before school or
a er school.
 The subject forms are a great way of improving your knowledge and exam skills
on a regular basis, if you are not a ending one, why not?
 Don’t dwell on past grades; focus on what you need to improve on in order to get
the best marks.
 Keep calm and believe in yourself.
If students need help or support with this process, they can ask their teachers for guid‐
ance or speak to Mr Leach.
The UCAS deadline for university applica ons was 15 January and this year we have had
75 Year 13 students apply. We have been doing a lot of work over the last year about rais‐
ing the aspira ons of our students and encouraging them to aim high with their applica‐
ons. This year we have had a record number of 16 students applying for Medicine and
Oxbridge. We have also seen a signiﬁcant increase in the number of students applying for
Russell Group universi es (the top 24 universi es) and, as of 23 January, 24 of our stu‐
Page 14

dents have received oﬀers from these universi es (many have mul ple oﬀers), including
one who has received an oﬀer from Cambridge. We are also working with those students
who have decided that they do not want to go to university, and Mrs Ladbrook, our ca‐
reers specialist, will be seeing students on a one to one basis to provide them with guid‐
ance for their next steps.
The interviews for Year 11 students who have applied to the Sixth Form for September
2020 will start a er February half term. The purpose of these interviews is to explore the
student’s applica on in more detail and ensure the subjects they are choosing to study are
the right ones for them in terms of their academic ability, career choice and aspira ons.
The majority of these interviews will take place during the school day.
We are s ll accep ng applica ons to the Sixth Form, so if there are any Year 11 students
who have not yet applied and would like to, they can complete the applica on online or
come to the Sixth Form oﬃce for a paper copy of the applica on. If any Year 11 student
wants to know more about the Sixth Form, they are welcome to come and see Mr Leach.
Alterna vely, parents/carers can ring the Sixth Form to book an appointment on 01473
277267.
Many of you may already be aware, that Copleston Sixth Form now has several social me‐
dia pla orms ‐ Instagram, Facebook and Twi er. If you haven’t had a look at these
pla orms I really encourage you to do so, as they are a great way of seeing what is going
on in the Sixth Form, what our ex‐students have gone on to do since leaving Copleston and
what the aspira ons of our current students are.
You can ﬁnd the pages at the following addresses:
Instagram

www.instagram.com/coplestonsixthform

Facebook

www.facebook.com/CoplestonSixthForm

Twi er

twi er.com/CoplestonSchool
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The Year 11 students have now completed their second mock examina on in Mathema cs consis ng of
3 Papers. Detailed analysis to ensure that all students can make further progress is happening at the
me of wri ng. The Maths department is con nuing to run revision sessions on Wednesdays from
14:10 to 15:00 every week and these will con nue un l the students break up for study leave in the
summer term.
Our Year 13 students sat their formal assessments in December 2019. We have had several conversa‐
ons with students who have underachieved in these assessments to help them prepare for the exami‐
na on in summer 2020. Year 12 also sat their formal assessments in the w/b 13 January 2020.
Lunch me revision sessions for Year 12 & 13 students are up and running and will con nue all year.
The UK Intermediate Maths Challenge for Years 9, 10 and 11 is about to take place with students com‐
pe ng against the best Mathema cians around the country. We wish them every success and look for‐
ward to their results later this term.
We intend to run Saturday morning revision sessions for Year 11 students and these will be held for 6
Saturdays. The sessions will run on 7 March 2020, 14 March 2020, 21 March 2020, 29 March 2020, 25
April 2020 and 2 May 2020. All sessions will run from 10:00 to 12:00 in the morning.
We hope our GCSE and A level students have started to put together a revision plan for their forthcom‐
ing examina ons in the summer which include short interim achievable targets.
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Three Year 9 students were outstanding in a deba ng event held at Ipswich High School on
21st January where they won the Ipswich heat of the Rotary Club’s Youth Speaks compe ‐
on. This is a na onally organised event which every year sees students debate a topic or
current issue in teams of three. It is formally structured and marked by 3 judges from the
Rotary Club and the team has to speak for 15 minutes and answer a ques on from the
ﬂoor.
Copleston students were up against 3 other schools ‐ Westbourne, Ipswich High and St Jo‐
seph’s and presented their views on ‘The Changing Role of Men and Women Today’. As a
result of winning, the Mayor of Ipswich asked to visit our school. The girls now go through
to the district heats to be held at King Edward VI School in Bury St Edmunds on Saturday
8th February.
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Our Choir were busy in December
rehearsing for the School Carol
Service and, in addi on to this,
they sang carols for the residents
at Sha esbury House Care Home.
This was very well received and
we have been invited back next
year and for some other events in
between. It is an cipated that we
will be strengthening links with
the community through our
Music at Copleston.

Music Exam successes
Congratula ons to the following students for passing their music exams last term:
Lillia Hammond – Grade 4 Music Theatre with Dis nc on
Zachary Race – Grade 5 Piano with Merit
Zara Mar ns – Grade 7 Violin with Merit

Congratula ons to students who passed music exams in the Summer Term:
Ruby Long – Grade 2 Classical Guitar with Merit
Megan Tyrell – Grade 2 Violin with Merit
Thomas Housego‐Green – Grade 3 Violin
Erin Lavender – Grade 4 Cornet with Merit
Alec Bass – Grade 4 Baritone Horn with Merit
Hannah Andrews Miller – Grade 4 Baritone Horn
William Su on – Grade 4 Trombone with Dis nc on
Bre Norman – Grade 5 Trumpet
Tess Hollands – Grade 5 Clarinet with Merit
Colleen Ko – Grade 5 Violin with Merit

Well done to all!
Mrs Lockyer
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Even though two of them are still in Year 8, the U14 girls played in the Suffolk County Badminton Finals. An excellent achievement and they all had a great time!
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The U12 Girls’ Basketball team dominated the Ipswich Schools Tournament winning all of their games by
some margin. They have picked up the skills really quickly and showed excellent organisa on in both
oﬀence and defence.

A er a hard fought semi‐ﬁnal, the U16 Boys faced County Upper in the ﬁnals of the County Basketball at
Suﬀolk One. With only 2 regular Ipswich players, we were up against it with a team from Bury who all
played for their local club.
We struggled defensively at ﬁrst but by the 4th quarter and a change in tac cs, the game became much
closer. Too li le too late, but it gives hope for next year as most of our team were Year 10.
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Only a brave man would have bet against us
winning the Girls’ U16 Basketball trophy this
year. With 7 Na onal League players from Ips‐
wich Basketball Club, the score lines allowed us
to rotate players and rack up an incredible
number of points in both the semi and ﬁnals.

An excellent performance this year to compli‐
ment what is happening in the Basketball
Academy.

The U14 Boys’ team were total underdogs in the
County semi ﬁnals against a strong County Upper
side.
A er the heavy defeat, they came back strong
and dug deep to take the Bronze Medal in the
compe on.

Copleston Year 7 had their ﬁrst taste of School Basketball in the ini al rounds of the Ipswich Schools’
compe on. They faced Kesgrave, St Alban’s and Holbrook and with one win, one draw and one loss
they can feel proud of themselves. A massive learning curve that will enable them to make the transi on
from basketball in lessons to the full compe ve situa on.
U12 boys had their ﬁrst experience of senior school Basketball in the ﬁrst of three nights of the Ipswich
League. A er a close loss to Claydon, they regrouped and won the next game against Farlingaye. The
ﬁnal match was a loss to Kesgrave but we undoubtedly showed structure and progress in oﬀence. Next
round in 3 weeks so let's get training!
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U15 indoor athle cs at Westbourne High.
The girls were in strong compe on with
11 other schools to compete against. Eve‐
ryone worked hard and were really
pleased to be awarded 1st place. Well
done to all compe tors with a lot of indi‐
vidual 1st / 2nd place posi ons.

A fab day at Woodbridge School for Cross
Country. The students performed really well in
some lovely weather condi ons (a bit windy!).
Jack 10th
Ronnie 12th
Ben 46th
Dion 10th
Rakesh 11th
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U12 Girls v Kesgrave. A great 8‐1 win for the team. Goals Megan 4, Elodie 2, Amy 1 & Becca 1.

The Year 7 boys had a tough 4‐1 loss a er extra me in the 3rd round of the County Cup against Thomas
Gainsborough School. A er being 0‐0 at half me and 1‐1 at full me, Copleston couldn’t make the most
of their chances to win the game, and lost in the second half of extra me. The scoreline didn’t reﬂect
how close the game was or how well Copleston improved a er half me. We go again in Year 8!
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The decision to close the school in the event of severe weather conditions will be taken by the Principal.
Situations which develop during school hours can be dealt with as appropriate but when conditions dete‐
riorate overnight the school’s ‘Task Force’ will convene and take decisions under the control of the Princi‐
pal. Local radio stations will be contacted in order to inform parents/carers. Parents/carers are advised to
listen to local radio stations for announcements concerning school closures.
Our School website www.copleston.suffolk.sch.uk will be kept up to date and should be checked for the
latest information daily during the winter months and particularly during bad weather. The same infor‐
mation will appear on: www.bbc.co.uk/suffolk, www.town102.com, www.heart.co.uk,
www.suffolkcc.gov.uk
The timetable for the day will be:


10.30 am

All students arrive and go straight to Period 2



11.30 am – 12.30 pm

Period 3



12.30 – 1 pm

Lunch



Afternoon lessons as normal.

Examinations will run, even if the school is closed owing to severe weather – within the limits of Health
and Safety regulations. We will endeavour to make sure the announcements on local radio and our web‐
site carry information specific to candidates and their exams.
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