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Important Dates For Your Diary
IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday 5 April

Last day of Spring Term / Ski Trip leaves – un l 13 April

EASTER HOLIDAYS: Monday 8 April – Monday 22 April
Tuesday 23 April

PD Day – Disaggregated ‐ Staﬀ Only

Wednesday 24 April

Summer begins for students

Monday 29 April

Year 10 Assessment Week

Wednesday 1 May

Strictly Dance Show Audi ons in the Main Hall at 2.15 p.m.

Thursday 2 May

Year 11 Celebra on Evening in the Sports Hall

Monday 6 May

BANK HOLIDAY

Tuesday 7 May

Year 9 Meningi s etc. Vaccina ons – Surnames A ‐ M

Thursday 9 May

6 p.m. Parent Partnership Mee ng

Monday 13 May

GCSE Wri en Exams begin

Tuesday 14 May

7 p.m. Strictly Dance Show in the Main Hall.

Friday 24 May

Year 9 Ardeche trip leaves un l Saturday 1 June
Year 13 Leavers Day/Study Leave

Saturday 25 May

Year 8 Sail France trip leaves un l Saturday 1 June

HALF TERM: Monday 27 May – Friday 31 May
Monday 3 June

GCE Wri en Exams begin

Tuesday 4 June

Year 10 Work Experience orienta on a ernoon

Friday 7 June

Year 9 Meningi s etc. Vaccina ons – Surnames N ‐ Z

Monday 10 June

Year 10 Work Experience fortnight begins

Tuesday 11 June

Year 7 Celebra on Evening in the Sports Hall

Monday 17 June

Year 12 Assessment 2 begins

Tuesday 18 June

Year 8 Celebra on Evening in the Sports Hall

Friday 21 June

Year 7, 8 & 9 Sports Day

Monday 24/Tuesday 25 June

Year 6 Induc on Day: Britannia, Cliﬀord Road and Sidegate

Tuesday 25 June

Year 10 Celebra on Evening in the Sports Hall
Year 7 & 8 Science Exam

Wednesday 26/Thursday 27 June

Year 6 Induc on Day: Broke Hall, Rose Hill, St John’s & other schools

Thursday 27 June

Year 6 Parents’/Carers’ Evening
6 p.m. Parent Partnership Mee ng

DEADLINES FOR FUTURE CHRONICLES:
First half of Summer Term: Articles Deadline 12 noon on Monday 13 May 2019
Second half of Summer Term: Articles Deadline 12 noon on Monday 15 July 2019
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Welcome to the Copleston Chronicle
I would like to take the opportunity to encourage Year 11 and Sixth Form students to a end the revision sessions that the
school will be oﬀering during the Easter break. Clearly the coming weeks will be crucial to students who are about to take
their ﬁnal external examina ons.
The New Build is on track for comple on in April 2020. Please see Page 33 and visit our school website to monitor progress.
The steel structure will be completed in the next two weeks.
I would like to congratulate all staﬀ and students on the superb “Elmer Trail Charity Event”. The school managed to raise
well over £2000 which is an incredible achievement. I would par cularly like to thank Mrs Hunt who played a major role in
making the event such a success.
‘The Addams Family’ school produc on was absolutely fantas c and I would like to thank all staﬀ and students involved.
Please read the Sports News from Page 24 to get a ﬂavour of the huge range of spor ng achievements of our students this
term.
Well done to all staﬀ and students on a highly successful term.
Have a lovely Easter break.

SHAUN COMMON (Principal)
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Safeguarding Team

Mrs Osborne

Miss Bradshaw

Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh

To help support Parent/Carers, we have completed an E‐Safety Assembly for all year groups this term. To
complement this, Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh, our Alternate Designated Safeguarding Lead, has organised online safety
workshops for Years 7 to 10. Suﬀolk Police are going to deliver these workshops during school on Friday 26th April.
We con nue to receive regular safeguarding referrals from staﬀ, students and parents/carers and these are
processed as necessary. One of the many issues raised is something called ‘peer on peer abuse’. This can manifest
itself in many ways including physicality between each other and unpleasant or inappropriate use of social media.
It usually stems from one student wan ng to, or being perceived as having, ‘control’ over another.
Individuals need to develop strategies for coping with this kind of behaviour and resilience against in mida on so
that they can ‘stand up’ to any peer pressure. As a parent/carer it would help if you could monitor who your son/
daughter is socialising with, in person and online. Strategies to support them include: encouraging other friendship
groups; feeling conﬁdent enough to say no if they don’t want to do something they consider inappropriate or
unsafe, and checking your child’s social media access and ﬁlters regularly.
It is also recommended that you make yourself familiar with CEOP’s (Child Exploita on and Online Protec on)
website – Thinkuknow. This is a very useful site for gaining informa on and advice on keeping your child(ren) safe
online and includes a link to report concerns to CEOP. In addi on, there is the NSPCC helpline on 0800 800 5000.
We now have access to a new service called Breaking Barriers, run by Ormiston Families, to help support students
who are struggling with having a family member in prison. If you think this would be helpful, please contact one of
the Safeguarding Team.
I would like to wish you and your family a safe and res ul Easter break.
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Year 7 students have now had their Parents’/Carers’ Even‐
ing and the turnout was brilliant. We hope you enjoyed
hearing about all the great learning your children have un‐
dertaken since September. Thank you for your support and
a endance at these events.

Head of Year—Miss Bradshaw
Head
of Year—Miss
Bradshaw
Head
of Year—Miss
Bradshaw

The Year Team have been focusing on a endance and punc‐
tuality and have been speaking to the students about this.
There has been a no ceable improvement with students’
punctuality now that they are fully se led into high school.
Well done to everyone, it’s fantas c to see!

As ever, behaviour and engagement in lessons is at the fore‐
front of our minds. We aim to visit as many lessons as possible on a daily basis to ensure that every student is fo‐
cused on their learning and not distrac ng or being distracted by others. The ethos in classes overall is amazing
and the standard of work being completed outstanding. Teachers and students o en ask me to look in their books,
listen to work they have wri en, watch performances they have created and showcase homework they have done.
It always makes me so happy at how conﬁdent students are at sharing their eﬀorts and it gives me great pleasure
to hand out rewards!
Internet safety assemblies – Safer Internet Day (SID) was held on 8 February. To mark the importance of keeping
safe online we presented each year group with an assembly full of informa on about key facts regarding appropri‐
ate use of the Internet and Social Media. Please can I ask that you remain aware of what your children are viewing
and sharing online and con nue to support us in educa ng them. It is a fantas c resource so we are always think‐
ing of ways to keep children and young people safe online.
Equipment – Please could you ensure your son/daughter comes to school with the correct equipment needed for
the day. Some students are not bringing their logbooks, subject books or a pen or pencil to school which is pre‐
ven ng lessons star ng promptly.
Homework – All homework should be recorded in students’ logbooks each me they receive it and completed and
handed in by the due date. If you feel your child isn’t receiving enough homework or isn’t wri ng it down, please
contact their Form Tutor. There are always addi onal studies your child can complete such as reﬂec ve learning
from the lessons they have had that day to enhance their knowledge in the subject. Useful websites include:
MyMaths (students should know their log‐in details); Linguascope 9 French & Spanish; BBC Bitesize and ‘Fast Toma‐
to’ to name a few.
So far this term we have been busy working on:
Year 7 Council – The Student Council members con nue to represent their forms with such enthusiasm and they
are all dedicated to ensuring they can address ma ers that are important to them. Their last mee ng was held on
Thursday 28 March and we will be sharing their thoughts and ideas in the next issue.
We are busy preparing our elephant for The Elmer Trail, a really exci ng project for the whole school to enjoy
whilst raising money for St Elizabeth Hospice.
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Na onal Trampolining Compe on – I would like to extend huge congratula ons to Lilia Kearney who repre‐
sented the school at this event. Copleston came 6th place out of many schools in the area and this is a massive
achievement – Well done!
Achievement Assembly
A er all of the incredible hard work students have invested in this half‐term, we enjoyed a fantas c Spring
Achievement Assembly. It is a wonderful event celebra ng all areas of success and we are always really im‐
pressed at how many students are listed in categories such as 1’s & 2’s learning proﬁle, 100% a endance and
extra‐curricular ac vi es. A big thank you to all the students who performed, the standard of performances
was, as always, extremely high.
As ever, if you have any ques ons or queries, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s Form Tutor in the
ﬁrst instance, or the Year 7 Team.
Best wishes,
The Year 7 Team
Miss Bradshaw and Mrs Chilvers
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This term has been very busy for Year 8 students, with the
focus being on Op ons. Thank you for a ending the Market
Place event. There was 89% a endance which is phenome‐
nal. I hope you found this event useful and informa ve in
gaining plenty of informa on to help your son/daughter
choose the right subject for them for the next 3 years. It was
lovely to see you and chat with as many families as I could.

Students have been very proac ve about their op ons choic‐
es, and have been u lising the support from Mrs Ladbrook
and their Form Tutors.

Head of Year 8—Mrs Cro on‐Sleigh

The Year Team con nue to monitor a endance and we regularly speak to students about this and punctuality to
school and to lessons. There con nues to be a great improvement in these areas, well done to you all!

Achievement Assembly marked the end of the Spring Term and we celebrated the many successes of all the stu‐
dents in Year 8. It was amazing to see how many students received awards for their hard work and for the extra‐
curricular ac vi es that they take part in. We have an extremely talented year group!
Year 8 Buoyancy STEM ac vi es have taken place over 4 days this half term and our external provider joined us to
work with the year group. The days went really well and the visi ng organiser was very impressed with every class
he saw. Thank you to the Science department and Mrs Block for organising such a worthwhile event, the students
thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
I would like to take the opportunity to give a gentle reminder about the equipment that students need to have with
them for the school day, as several of them are arriving to school not ready for the day ahead. Please ensure they
have a pen, pencil, log book and other appropriate equipment for their lessons. Students must also be wearing a
school jumper and the correct footwear please.

Thank you for your con nued support and I hope you have a great Easter break.
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We were very impressed with the a endance at the Year 9
Parents’/Carers’ Evening which was 77% and would like to
thank all those who completed the feedback forms.
Some parents/carers raised the issue of homework and we
would like to make them aware that we run homework help
every Tuesday a er school. If you would like your son/
daughter to a end this, please inform the Year 9 Team.
We enjoyed a wonderful Achievement Assembly at the end of
this term where we celebrated all the achievements from this
half term. It has been a pleasure going into lessons and hear‐
ing about all the posi ve things that your sons and daughters
achieve.

Head of Year—Mrs Howard

I would like to make you aware that I will be going on maternity leave towards the end of next half term. I am very
pleased to inform you that Mrs Pilcher, who is currently one the Assistant Heads of Year 9, will become the Head of
Year 9. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the support you have given me and I wish Mrs Pilch‐
er the best of luck in her new role.
Mrs A Howard
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Mock exams
The Year 10 exams start on the 26 April and you will have re‐
ceived a Parentmail to highlight examples of revision tech‐
niques and the metable of the exams. Please help your child
to plan a revision metable using the Powerpoint. If you have
any ques ons or require some help, then the School Website
has lots of examples of ways to revise.

Head
Head of
of Year—Mr
Year—Mr Terry
Terry

Work Experience

As previously highlighted the Work Experience fortnight starts
on Monday 10 June and is a fantas c opportunity for your
child to experience the world of work. Any ques ons please email maus n@copleston.suﬀolk.sch.uk
Achievement Assembly
The Year Group Achievement Assembly has again highlighted some of the fantas c work our students are doing
across the school. This term we have added a new recogni on sec on which recognises all the students that
teachers feel are doing par cularly well. Science nominated 60 students which is fantas c and shows just how
hard they are working.

Parents’/Carers’ evening
Due to Work Experience this event will be held on the 4 July. Unlike normal evenings there will also be some in‐
terviews with staﬀ for those students who we feel need some help and guidance based on the summer exams.
This evening is vital so teachers can review the exams and suggest support that you can provide over the summer
break.
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It has been a very positive half term and we have all been
highly impressed with the Year 11 students. They are working
hard towards their summer exams with high levels of motiva‐
tion and engagement. Keep up the good work.
Year 11 Mock Examinations
The Exams Team were very impressed with the behaviour and
application of the Year 11 students in the recent mock exams.
They have revised thoroughly and will, I am sure, take on
board the feedback from their teachers. Parents/Carers have
also had the opportunity to talk to teachers about how their
sons/daughters have performed.
We have seen some excellent progress across all subjects and
there is a lot to be celebrated.

Head of Year—Mr Macartney

Exam Skills Sessions
These are now back in full swing after the recent mock exams. We hope that all students continue to attend and
gain some vital exam skill practice.
Easter Revision Sessions
Revision timetables have been sent home via parent mail and we hope students take the opportunities that are
being provided.
English Globe Trip
Students had the opportunity to go and watch a performance of Romeo and Juliet at the Globe Theatre in London.
The trip was a huge success and has helped students working towards their GCSEs in English. Thank you to all the
staff involved.
Year 11 Food Practical Exams
Students have been working very hard to create some fantastic dishes in their Food and Nutrition exams. They
should be proud of what they have created.
Able and Ambitious programme
This continues to run on a Friday after school and students are engaging with all the fantastic activities on offer.
Thank you to all staff and students involved.
Leavers Hoodies
The 2019 Leavers Hoodies are now available to order from h p://sportsclass.com/Coplestonleavers/
In order for them to be available to give out at the Year 11 Achievement Assembly, please place your order by Fri‐
day 12 April.
Yr 11 Prom
The date for this year’s prom is Friday 12 July and tickets are available via parentmail. This is a lovely way for the
students to celebrate at the end of the year and it is always a joy to see them in their finery enjoying the occasion.
We hope to see as many students as possible as we enjoy it as much as they do!
We would like to wish all students and their Parents/Carers a positive and restful Easter break. We are very proud
of our Year 11s and look forward to continuing to work with them for the remainder of the year.

Page 10

Students in the Sixth Form have now had their second and ﬁ‐
nal set of reports which can be accessed through GO4Schools.

Year 13 have just eight school weeks le un l they go on study
leave on Friday 24 May. This is a crucial me for our students
and they need to fully commit to their studies in the build up
to the exams. We would expect to see Year 13 students reduc‐
ing the amount of paid work they are doing and increasing the
amount of me they are working on their subjects at home.

Mr D Leach—Director of Sixth Form

In order to help our students prepare for the exams, there is a
comprehensive Easter revision programme in place, with many subjects oﬀering sessions over the two‐week peri‐
od and we strongly encourage students to a end as many of these as possible. Alongside this programme, sub‐
jects will be oﬀering before school, lunch me and a er school revisions sessions all the way through to the sum‐
mer exams.

Many students have now received their university oﬀers and have accepted their ﬁnal places. This year has seen
a further increase in the number of students receiving uncondi onal oﬀers from universi es. It is important to
remind students in this posi on to con nue to work as hard as possible over the ﬁnal two months, as achieving
the best grades they can will be vitally important when they come to applying for jobs in the future.

The Year 13 Leavers Prom will take place at Belstead Brook on Friday 28 June at 7pm. This is always a fantas c
way for the students to end their me at the school and it promises to be an enjoyable evening.

Year 13 study leave starts at May half term, so their last day in school is Friday 24 May. Although there will be no
formal lessons for Year 13 a er half term, teachers will be available to support the students and they are wel‐
come to come into school to work whenever they want.

Year 12 have con nued to impress this year and their work ethic has been excellent. They too will have im‐
portant exams at the end of June and it is crucial that they start to prepare for these now to ensure that they are
ready. These exams, although not formal external exams, will have a bearing on a student’s entry into Year 13,
with students needing to achieve at least an E grade to carry on with a subject into the second Year of study.
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The Intermediate Maths Challenge for Years 9, 10 and 11 took place in February and 30 students in total achieved
either a gold, silver or a bronze cer ﬁcate. Finley Noon in Year 11 achieved the best in school result and has pro‐
gressed to the next round of the UK Maths Challenge. Finley will take part in this at the end of March 2019. Wil‐
liam Scully achieved Best in Year for Year 10 and Alexandra Ico achieved Best in Year for Year 9. Well done to all
the students who achieved a gold, silver or bronze cer ﬁcate!
Saturday morning revision sessions have started for Year 11 students and a reminder for the remaining dates are
as follows: 27 April; 11 and 18 May 2019. All sessions will run from 10:00 to 12:00 in the morning.
Good luck to all Year 11 students who are taking their examina ons in the summer. The dates for the GCSE
Mathema cs examina ons are Tuesday 21 May (calculator paper), Thursday 6 June (non‐calculator paper) and
Tuesday 11 June 2019 (calculator paper).
Revision sessions will again be available in the Easter holiday for GCSE Mathema cs (Higher and Founda on) on
Monday 8 April 2019.
We are running revision days during the Easter holiday for our A‐Level students on Tuesday 9 April for the Sta s‐
cs Module, this is in addi on to the lunch me revision sessions on Tuesdays that we currently oﬀer for Pure
Mathema cs, Wednesday a ernoons for Mechanics and Monday evening sessions for Sta s cs.
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Copleston submi ed several pieces of students’ work to be considered for this year’s Young Writers Crea ve
Wri ng Compe on, Survival Sagas. The compe on is organised in conjunc on with secondary schools all over
the UK with the aim being to encourage young adults to enjoy crea ve wri ng. The compe on provided stu‐
dents with their ﬁrst survival theme: Mission Catastrophe…
“The unthinkable has happened. A catastrophe so epic, it has almost eliminated the en re human race. There are
just a few survivors… will they rebuild civilisa on or succumb to Mother Nature, just like all the others?”
Students chose a disaster which they then used as inspira on for a mini saga, a story told in just 100 words.
There were over 24,000 entries na onwide and a few were selected to be included in a collec on of regional an‐
thologies featuring young writers from all around the UK.
The school are delighted that one of our Year 7 students, Leah Calthorpe‐Be s, had her mini sage Mother Nature
selected for publica on in a book showcasing young adults’ work called Mission Catastrophe—East Anglia.
The mini sagas are selected based on the individual’s expression of imagina on, use of language and their crea v‐
ity.
Leah has kindly agreed to us sharing her work with you.
Mother Nature
The Earth was shaking viciously, the Earth was crumbling to pieces and it looked like I was the
only survivor. I saw lava underneath me. I had some weapons just in case something bad happened. It felt like the whole planet was just falling apart.
I was not alone, I heard something say, “come here child, I won’t hurt you”. I held my knife
out just in case he betrayed me. I went close to the voice and heard the exact same voice. I
went closer, also minding the huge gaps in the Earth, I saw him just waiting...
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On the 8 March Paul Wright from BT came into Copleston to give
a morning of lessons on the Science of Communica on to some
Year 10 groups and Year 12 students. Using a number of
demonstra ons he talked about how data is sent through ﬁbre
op c cables and how they play an important role in allowing the
Internet to work.
Copleston students were involved with the BT Bri sh Science
Week event from the 8 to 17 March. On the Monday a group of
Year 7 students went to BT Adastral Park at Martlesham, followed by Year 9 on Tuesday and then Year 10 on
Thursday.

To begin the day the students were taken around the BT showcase areas which included a retail showcase showing
new adver sing using holograms, interac ve ac vi es on the ﬂoor and how the demographic of customers is
recognised by cameras focused on people’s feet. There was a demonstra on of Baxter the robot and how easily it
could be reprogrammed to do diﬀerent tasks. The ul mate security technology on a front door demonstrated
technology from face recogni on to a quantum key system where a one me key code could be securely
transferred between two sites. A robot was demonstrated that could replicate a human’s ac ons and interact with
the audience remotely and a demonstra on of how hands free technology can be used in medical situa ons.

The students then had an opportunity to test out various technologies such as virtual reality used for medical
training, learning experiences and games. Demos included a virtual simulator that provided touch sensa on,
instruc on for life saving CPR prac ced on a dummy, the use of robots and drones, 3D prin ng, computer
programming, experience of 5G mobile networks and many more.

On Tuesday a group of Year 9 girls won the space race
compe on and also fastest programmers and on Thursday
a Year 10 group came third in the fastest programmers
compe on.
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Well done to all students who took part, they were an excellent representa on for Copleston at this ex‐
ci ng event to celebrate science and experience new ideas and technology. Local media were at the
event on Tuesday and some of our students appeared on BBC Look East that evening. Pictures with cov‐
erage of the event were also in the East Anglian Daily Times.
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Able and Ambi ous
Every Friday this term, selected ‘Able and Ambi ous’ students from Year 11 and Year 12 have enjoyed a packed
programme of sessions, all of which aim to engage them in challenging issues and ideas as well as revealing the
wealth of opportuni es available to aspira onal students at Copleston.

Friday 1 March was no excep on and saw
45 students welcome Tim Passmore,
Suﬀolk Police and Crime Commissioner, to
our second ‘Copleston Ques on Time’, fol‐
lowing the success of last year’s event with
Sandy Mar n MP.
Head Boy Charlie Elsey and Deputy Head
Boy James Gillingham hosted the event,
choosing members of the audience to ask
Mr Passmore their ques ons.

Mr Passmore said “it was one of the best school engagement sessions we have a ended”. The ques ons were ex‐
cellent and clearly show what a super school you have.’
In addi on to Copleston Ques on Time with Tim Passmore, we have enjoyed a wide variety of sessions this term,
including the following:



The Suﬀolk Assembly of Youth helped us ﬁnd the causes that we were passionate about and told us about
local opportuni es to get our voices heard.



We were inspired by Audrey Ludwig, who established the ﬁrst not‐for‐proﬁt provider of legal services in
Suﬀolk, The Suﬀolk Law Centre.



The University of Suﬀolk Radiotherapy Department’s Zoe Grant told us about the latest research in this ﬁeld
and how aspira onal medics could make use of our close proximity to both the University and Ipswich Hospi‐
tal to gain work experience.



Will Rohﬂing, an ex‐student, returned to share his experiences as an appren ce with BT and gave us his ad‐
vice about applying to the scheme.



Colin Tucker revealed the fascina ng Nuclear Physics at work in Sizewell B, his role in ensuring the safety of
the plant, and the opportuni es for work experience and appren ceships there.



We were keen to debate the Economics of Brexit, led by Copleston Sixth Form’s Mr Su on Reeves.

Mrs Haigh, who organises the Able and Ambi ous programme, has been extremely impressed with the commit‐
ment and enthusiasm of this year’s students. Many of our visi ng speakers have commented on the same thing
and are always impressed by how many of our students stay a er school on a Friday to a end.
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Mr Froud is keen to share with you some of the fantas c work being created by the Design & Technology
students this year.
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On Friday 8 March 75 students went to the ‘Move It’ Dance
Exhibi on at London’s Excel Centre with Miss Steward, Miss
Halesworth, Mrs Yorke and Mr Nunn.

MOVE IT is the world’s biggest and best dance event, cele‐
bra ng all forms of dance and the performing arts across
three amazing days. No ma er what level, MOVE IT has
something for every dancer, teacher, spectator and profes‐
sional and is an electric celebra on of all things dance and
performing arts.

There were breath taking Main Stage performances
from many Colleges and Dance Companies and lots of
our students took part in dance classes. There were
several students who performed on the Freestyle Stage
and Catwalk and held their own – congratula ons to
them!
It was also lovely to see a few ex Copleston students
who now a end Dance Colleges and are doing very well.

A super busy day packed with performances, workshops,
shopping and lots of selﬁes!!

If you missed out this year, we will be running the trip again in
2020. Thank you so much to all the dancers for a brilliant day!

Miss Steward

Miss Steward, Miss Halesworth, Mrs Yorke and
Mr Nunn enjoying the stage shows.
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Into Film Awards 2019
This March saw a young group of Filmmakers a end the
Into Film Awards at The Odeon in London’s Leicester
Square.
The iRock team including, Max Clarkson, Caolan Spurling
and Copleston’s own Caydon and Mus were nominated
in the Best Film Category 12‐15 and narrowly missed out
on the top prize.
The star studded bash included awards presented by Da‐
vid Walliams, Eddie Redmayne, Hugh Bonneville and Lily
James. The iRock team, made up of young people with
addi onal needs, wrote and shot a 6 minute ﬁlm using an
iPad called ‘The Somewhat Ac on Packed Sci‐Fi Comedy
including War’, covering important themes such as
Trump, Brexit and making friends with aliens!
The ﬁlm came 3rd out of the 16 ﬁnal ﬁlms for the Peo‐
ple’s Choice Award amassing over 180 shares and 4.7k
views on Facebook!
Well done team!
To ﬁnd out more about the ﬁlm and the iRock weekly club visit www.outloudmusic.org or email
info@outloudmusic.org
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This year’s school produc on was the musical, ‘The Addams Family’. There were 3
evening performances in February involving over 50 students and staﬀ and, as always,
the standard was extremely high. Here are a few pictures of the cast and some quotes
made by students giving an insight into what having the opportunity to perform means to them.

“The school produc on allows

me to express myself and
make new friends.”
Zachary, Year 10

“The show is always exhilara ng and makes the hard work
worth it.”
Gabi, Year 11

“The musical is an amazing chance to

get involved with my crea ve side and
feel part of something special. It’s a
thoroughly fulﬁlling experience that has
changed my en re school life.”
Nusayrah, Year 13

It’s a celebra on of the
school’s talent and I’m
happy to be part of it.”
Sophie, Year 11
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“The Addams Family has made me a much more
crea ve and stronger actor. I think it was a very
good produc on and it was fun to play a quirky
character. I highly recommend going for the school
plays if you have a talent for ac ng and singing.”
Antonio, Year 8

“The school produc on gives
me opportuni es to build conﬁdence and character.”
Jenna, Year 10

The school musical is a fantas c opportunity to grow
students’ conﬁdence and performance skills. The morale of the cast and crew is superb because of how
exci ng the process is itself.
The performance is a thrill and everyone comes together—dancers, actors, singers—to create a sophis cated
yet fun show.”
Jonathan, Year 13

“The musical gave me conﬁdence to
broaden my skills for other drama
performances. It has been the best
experiences of my school life.”
Isobel, Year 10
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The Elmer Trail – St Elizabeth Hospice Charity Event
Money raised so far ‐ £2225.63
Deadline for dona ons ‐ 23 May

Copleston is taking part in The Elmer Trail this year, raising money for our friends across the ﬁeld at St Elizabeth
Hospice.
A small team of students has been working with great commitment since the end of
January, when our very own baby elephant, now named “Eleston” arrived. We worked
very hard in order to complete it by the deadline of 29 March. In accep ng the ele‐
phant and being part of the trail we had to commit to raising a substan al sum of mon‐
ey, all of which is to support the work of the Hospice.

The theme set by the charity is Elmer, the unique patchwork elephant in the
children’s story by David Mckee. Inspired by the message of inclusion; cele‐
bra ng our diﬀerences whilst working together, many of us set to work in cre‐
a ng Elmer inspired badges and fridge magnets. We produced 450 in total,
each one diﬀerent from the next.
On Friday 15 March we held a ‘School Elmer Day’ which was a
huge success. Students donated £1 for the privilege of wear‐
ing brightly coloured tops and both students and staﬀ could
be seen proudly wearing their unique and individually de‐
signed badges. The cake stall at break and lunch me felt like
the ﬁrst day of the January sales, with long queues and many
generous dona ons of Elmer inspired baking. There were
cards for sale along with the badges and magnets which also
proved very popular.
Badges, fridge magnets and cards

In addi on to the actual badges for sale we had a raﬄe of ﬁve special badg‐
es, signed by Ed Sheeran. Students and staﬀ gathered in the school hall at
the end of the day as Mr Common drew the winning ckets to the delight
of the lucky winners.

On Friday 22 March a number of staﬀ from the Learning Support Department along with some very helpful stu‐
dents, organised and prepared a lunch in the social area. This event raised £240.
Altogether, we have raised over £2225.63 so far.
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Eleston, the Copleston Elephant

80 schools around Suﬀolk are taking part all pain ng
their sculpture and raising money for the Hospice
IMPORTANT DATES:


29 March

Elmer Sculpture completed



31 March

Fundraising deadline



29 to 30 May

Young Elmers on display at The Suﬀolk Show



June

Launch of The Big Elmer Parade



June to September

Elmer’s Big Parade is Live. 50 large and over 80 young Elmers will be
displayed around Ipswich



October

Young Elmers return to their creators
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Congratula ons to Fﬁon who represented Suﬀolk in the Eng‐
lish Schools Cross Country Championships in Leeds.
She ﬁnished a commendable 258th but more importantly im‐
proved her Suﬀolk ranking from 8th to 4th, an excellent ex‐
ample of how hard work has paid oﬀ.

Year 8 Emily competed in the U14 Bri sh Gymnas cs
Championships ﬁnishing 18th out of 55 despite being
a year younger than the other compe tors.
Huge congratula ons Emily!

Copleston's Swimming Leaders, ranging from Year 7 ‐ 11,
assisted at the Panathlon Swimming Gala at Crown Pools
during one day in February. The Leaders were responsi‐
ble for oﬃcia ng, mekeeping, ﬁnishing posi ons,
equipment, suppor ng swimming in the water, recording
results, organising swimmers ready for races, star ng the
races and presen ng the ﬁnal awards. Each Leader was
proac ve, posi ve and conﬁdent, which enabled the gala
to run smoothly. They did themselves and Copleston
proud!
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The ﬁrst point we need to make is that Copleston was the only school that had teams represen ng all age
groups and genders at the Sports Hall County Athle cs Finals. This alone should make them feel very
proud.
Never content to just se le for being part of the event, every student gave 100% to try and win their re‐
spec ve races and help the team become champions. As staﬀ, we only get to watch the track events and
a mixed bag of results for everyone meant we really had no idea where we were going to rank at the end,
especially as scores from the ﬁeld events, where we are much more conﬁdent, had to be added.
It is with great pride that we can report the following ﬁnal posi ons:
U13 Girls
U13 Boys
U15 Boys
U15 Girls

2nd place
2nd place
2nd place
Champions

A truly amazing performance all round. To have four students
at the ﬁnal has never been done before so to have all four in
medal posi ons is outstanding.
Well done to every single athlete. Bring on the summer Ath‐
le cs and the Super 8's.
A special shout out to Mrs Hudson for her con nued support and involvement with our students at these
events.

Well done to all the students who got involved with the
IES Hockey Club opportunity at Rushmere Sports Centre.
Some great hockey was played both against, and with,
players from Kesgrave and Claydon High Schools.

Page 25

Copleston had 5 teams entered in the South Suﬀolk
Schools Trampolining Compei on. All students gave their
all and we won the U14 and U16 compe ons. The U14B
Team also qualiﬁed for the County Finals.
We had the 3 highest scoring compe tors in the U14 cate‐
gory (1st Lilia, 2nd Isla and 3rd Emily) and in the U16 com‐
pe on, the top 2 highest scorers (1st Taylor, 2nd Molly).
Well done to all the teams for fantas c performances and
thanks to the Leaders who helped out.

The U13 Boys’ Team competed in the County Rugby Finals.
With Copleston compe ng in the bowl compe on it gave
them a chance to develop their skills and improve upon team
work from the local stages. The boys didn't disappoint and
grew in conﬁdence and ability as the tournament progressed.
They swept aside teams from Castle Manor and Holbrook to face Alde Valley in a ﬁnal and it was a pleasure to see
the boys come out victorious with a very strong second half performance. Only one try was scored against them all
a ernoon showing how far they’ve come.
Well done boys. Suﬀolk Bowl Winners 2019.

It was fantas c to see Copleston Students excel
at The Eastern Coun es Rugby.
Copleston girls can!
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A full day of Basketball at Inspire, Suﬀolk in the Junior NBA Compe ‐
on was rewarded with both the Year 7 and 8 teams winning the
regional group which means they both progress to the next round.
Well done to everyone who
played and a special thank you
to all the Sports Leaders and
Academy players who helped
out.

Year 7 Boys had matches against schools from the Ipswich area.
A er a shaky start they se led into some more relaxed oﬀensive
movements with players passing the ball more eﬃciently. De‐
fensively there is room for improvement but we gradually got to
grips with transi on from one end of the court to the other. We
await conﬁrma on but think we have qualiﬁed at the top of the
group. Results on the night were:
Win against Westbourne 18‐4
Win against Northgate 11‐2
Loss against Holbrook 6‐9
Well played boys!

The U16 Girls played in the Na onal Basketball Cup against
a strong County Upper Team, who had beaten them earlier
this year in the County Finals.
I am delighted to say we won and this puts us in the last 16
in the country. A great result and excellent commitment by
all the girls. Well done!
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The Year 8/9 Girls’ Football Team played against
Alde Valley. It was a friendly game and the girls
played in great spirits with some great skills.
Final score 1‐1.
Stand out performance ‐ Hepsie.

The U12 Girls’ Football Team played Flegg High School in the last 32
schools in the English Schools Football Associa on knock‐out tourna‐
ment. They fought hard and had some great moments of play but un‐
fortunately lost 0‐3. Well played all and great work ge ng to round 4
of the cup, an achievement in itself. 3 stand out performers ‐ Goal‐
keeper Grace and midﬁelders Erin and Melody.

The U14 Boys a ended the Ipswich and South Suﬀolk 7–a‐
side Tournament with 3 teams. They came a respectable
3rd place and then a joint 6th posi on!
Well played all and great to see so many at the tournament
and coming to training over the last year.

Well done to the Girls’ U12 Futsal Team. Some great
skills and defensive work. Although they lost their
games they con nued to work hard throughout all of
the matches.
Lots of posi ves to take into our next 9 a‐side game.

The Year 7 Boys entered the U13 Boys’ Futsal Tournament, and
despite playing against Year 8 teams from other schools they
showed great determina on and hard work.
A er losses in the ﬁrst two games, some changes were made and
they learnt from their mistakes to come together and play two
very good games of futsal. They were very unlucky not to get an‐
ything from the last two games but it was a great learning curve
for the team, and puts them in a great posi on for next year ‐ well
done!
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U12A Netballers in another tournament. Great play saw them win 5
games and narrowly lose 2. Everyone played brilliantly in every
game, par cularly Shalom, Sky, Evie and Player of the Match, Isla.
The team ﬁnished 2nd overall.
They have improved so much over the season and are beginning to
play some great netball.
Thanks and well played to all of you.

U14A Girls’ Team ﬁnished the last 2 ﬁxtures of the season
bea ng Ipswich High and Ipswich School.
Players of the match were Eleanor and Yasmin.
This has completed another fab season seeing them win
the League and becoming County School Champions.
They ﬁnished 5th in the Regional Tournament.
It hasn't been the easiest of seasons but they have over‐
come everything to be brilliant on court.
Well done to the whole squad.

It’s been a tough season for the U15 Girls’ Netball Team a er moving
up to the A league. Our tournament was really diﬃcult against tough
opposi on but we kept smiling & had lots of fun! Even gained a cou‐
ple of fans to cheer us on! Players’ player of the tournament went to
Grace! Well done.

The U16 Girls’ Netball Team had a brilliant match against St. Joseph’s. No real expecta ons from the
team going into the game and a er the ﬁrst quarter they were two goals ahead. They maintained this
performance in quarters 2 and 3! St. Joseph’s took over the lead in the last two minutes of the match
as Copleston began to re, but the girls fought back to create lots of opportuni es and some fantas c
intercep ons winning 18‐17!
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IPSWICH BASKETBALL ACADEMY

COPLESTON SIXTH FORM
Ipswich Basketball Academy are an elite Bas‐
ketball Academy based at Copleston Sixth
Form in Ipswich.
The Men and Women both compete in the
Elite Academy Basketball Leagues (EABL and
WEABL).
With the EABL and WEABL Finals on Wednesday 3rd April, Basketball England has announced the winners of the
End of Season awards, with Ipswich Basketball Club players featuring heavily.
Ipswich Basketball Academy have had their best ever season in terms of player awards, with coaches around the
League vo ng on MVP, MIP, DPOY and 1st and 2nd Teams.
Six members of IBA, all of whom came through the youth program at Ipswich Basketball Club, were named winners,
with Ethan Price becoming only the second player in IBA history to be named Most Valuable Player.
Head Coach, Nick Drane, oﬀered his comments on the awards: "It’s fantas c recogni on for the programme to
have so many of our players selected for individual awards and the All Academy Teams. What Ethan has achieved
as a ﬁrst year, who wasn’t a par cularly high proﬁle player coming into his ﬁrst season in the EABL, to be recognised
as the winner of both of the major individual honours is awesome.
I think a lot of people had high expecta ons for Esther and it’s been great to see her not only live up to them, but
surpass those expecta ons, winning Defensive Player of the Year and to lead the conference in almost every sta s‐
cal category.
Ben and Veron have both been rocks for us this season, carrying much of the load at both ends of the ﬂoor. Camer‐
on Taylor‐Willis’ selec on to the All First Team is great – she’s s ll in the lower school, so to be named as one of the
best ﬁve players in the league is fantas c. Ella’s development throughout the season has been great to see and for
her to be recognised is great for her."
Assistant Coach Adam Robinson added: "What an amazing season for our academy, with so many players being
recognised. Copleston have accounted for 50% of the individual award winners for the two academy leagues in the
South, its superb. Ethan Price is just so very tall.”
The MVP vo ng was equally ght in the South Conference, but despite impressive seasons from Itchen’s Jeremy
Sochan and Barking’s Ade Adebayo, Copleston’s Ethan Price was simply too good to look past. The win gives Price
his 3rd award of the season a er being named Defensive Player of the Year as well as an All‐1st Team selec on.
Ethan Price - "It's an honour to be recognised for two big awards. The hard work I've put in over the past year
has paid oﬀ but I couldn't have done it without the staﬀ and players around me. We've all played together for
years now, so I'm excited to see what we can achieve together next year, with hopefully more team success."
Ethan was joined in the All‐EABL South Teams by teammates Ben Winter and fellow ﬁrst‐year Veron Eze. For Ben,
the season has been somewhat stop‐start due to niggling injuries, but the point guard, who was ranked #15 at
Deng Camp in 2018, con nued to demonstrate his ability as a versa le scorer.
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Ben Winter - "I'm delighted to be selected to the 2nd Team given that I've had a season frustrated by injuries.
This recogni on gives me more mo va on to work hard in the close season and make sure I come back in
2019/20 at full ﬁtness."
Veron made his mark back in England a er a year at Stella Azzurra in Italy, rejoining IBA and going on to be
one of only two players (with Ethan Price) to average more than 20ppg, along with a number of highlight
dunks. Finishing the season with 20.3ppg, 7.6rpg, 2.8apg and having only turned 17 in January, Veron s ll
has huge poten al to improve.
Veron Eze - "I'm truly grateful to be acknowledged for my performances this season. I feel that it reﬂects the
hard work I've put in this year being back in Ipswich and I'm looking forward to next season already."
In the MVP conversa on throughout the season was Esther Li le, and despite ul mately losing out to Megan
Haines of CoLA in the ﬁnal vote, Esther didn't go home empty handed, collec ng the Defensive Player of the
Year award for the WEABL South. Esther ﬁlls the stat sheet in every category, and her rebounding and eye
for the ball on defensive has led to huge blocks and steals numbers per game. This was further supported by
being named to the All‐WEABL South 1st Team.
Esther Li le - "It’s great to be named Defensive Player of the Year, it’s the part of my game that I think I am
best at, so to be recognised by the coaches across the league for this is really pleasing. Making the all ﬁrst
team also something that was a goal of mine, so to achieve that is great. Our ﬁrst season in the WEABL has
been great. We are a young team. All in our ﬁrst year so to make the semi-ﬁnal and win the u17’s compe on
is brilliant."
Joining Esther on the 1st Team is Cameron Taylor‐Willis, who played her second year of WEABL basketball
despite s ll only being in Year 11. The talented forward's inﬂuence was demonstrated when she missed a
period of me leading up to the playoﬀs due to a broken foot, and her spot on the All‐WEABL 1st Team at
the age of 15/16 demonstrates her poten al.
Cameron Taylor-Willis - "It came as a bit of a shock to be named to the all ﬁrst team, I wasn’t expec ng it as
I’m s ll in year eleven. There are some great players in this league so to be recognised as one of the best is
amazing."
Ella Pearson, another U17 player with GB experience (U16s) was named to the All‐WEABL South 2nd Team,
regularly being given the assignment of defending the lead guard on the opposing team. Despite being seen
as more of a defensive player in the early part of the year, Ella has improved massively as the season has
gone on, leading to highlight scoring performances against Myerscough in the Elite 8 (21 points) and CoLA.
Ella Pearson - "I’m really ﬂa ered to be named to the WEABL All Second Team, it’s been a great ﬁrst year at
the academy for me personally and for the whole team. Hopefully we can build on it for next year."
The six winners from this year join a pres gious list of past award winners represen ng Ipswich Basketball
Academy, many of whom are currently in America playing NCAA basketball.
You can follow the progress and success of The Basketball Academy at www.ipswichbasketball.co.uk/news.
Nick Drane
Head Coach
Page 31

Copleston Feeders Sports Programme
Our fes val this half‐term has been the High Five Netball for Years 5 and 6. The event was once again well sup‐
ported by 6 of our local schools, all of whom brought A and B Squads. Despite the threat of rain, the fes val ran
without disrup on and it seemed that there were greater numbers of parents suppor ng than at any previous
events we’ve hosted. Sidegate Lane and St John’s Primaries both went unbeaten in the ‘A’ squad event, whilst
Sidegate had the best playing record in the ‘B’ event.
Next term is always our busiest on the programme. As well as the Kwik Cricket and Rounders Fes vals there will
also be the Young Leaders Course and the Mul ‐Sports Fes vals for Years 1,2, 3 and 4.
I would like to acknowledge the support I have received from students, especially from the lower school, who sign
‐up volunteering to help me at the various Primary School Sports Fes vals we host throughout the year.
So far this year we have held 4 of these events, and there have been 20 – 35 students signing‐up to help. These
are not always the same students!!
At the recent High 5 Netball Fes val 20 girls from Years 7 to 10 supported me, ensuring that the 12 teams
(approximately 100 pupils) who took part had a really posi ve experience. I even had to turn away 4 Year 7s who
were desperately keen to be involved!!
The event ran from 3.30 – 6.00pm. During that me the students took on various roles and responsibili es, such
as se ng‐up equipment, umpiring, mekeeping, keeping score and recording results.
This year the support from parents of the primary school children has been higher than ever. I would es mate
that there have been over 180 in a endance at both the Basketball and Netball events this term. The posi ve
impression of our school and the students should not be under‐es mated.

Wednesday A ernoon Enrichment – WOW!
The Spring Term is nearing its end and plans are already being made for the Summer Term programme. Ac vi es
this me around will hopefully include Golf, Cra s, Baseball and Volleyball, alongside all the tradi onal summer
recrea onal ac vi es, such as Tennis, Athle cs, Rounders and Cricket. The usual favourites such as Nail Art, Dra‐
ma and Baking will also con nue.
Students will shortly be asked to make their op on choices. Ini ally, ﬁrst choices will be oﬀered to Year 7 stu‐
dents before opening the programme up to the rest of the school.

NB: Any parent or member of the community who has a hobby/interest that could, in turn, be an
ac vity that you could lead to a small group of pupils on site, should not hesitate to contact me (tel.
01473 277240), so that we could discuss the possibility of you ge ng involved in WOW! – I look for‐
ward to hearing from you!!!!

Mr Garnham
Primary Schools Sports and WOW Co‐ordinator
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As you my have seen, the new service road is now complete
and in use by the school. This has enabled the contractors to
gain access to the full construc on area, whilst maintaining full
access to the school and playing ﬁelds for cyclists, maintenance
and emergency vehicles, as well as a erschool and weekend
ac vi es.

On the main site, the piling mat has been completed across
the site, and this then allowed the piling works to com‐
mence across the footprint of the new building. Piling work
involves boring a circular hole deep into the so er ground
to meet the ﬁrm ground below, installing steel reinforce‐
ment rods, and then ﬁlling the bore hole with concrete to
form the ‘pile’.

The tops of the piles are then excavated and prepared ready for the ‘pile caps’ and ‘ground beams’ to be put
in place on top. The pile caps and ground beams are made up of 'cages' formed on site from reinforced
steel. These are then posi oned on the piles and ﬁlled with concrete. The caps and ground beams then
form the founda ons for the steel frame, and it’s this work which is currently in progress.

Once these are all formed, ﬁlled
and fully set they are ready to ac‐
cept the steel frame. The steel
frame is due to start going up mid
March and will con nue up to late
April.

Mr Lipman is crea ng a me‐lapse video
of the project … see a rough edit of the
ﬁrst few months here ‐
h ps://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=3pPiviwMP4g
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