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Important dates for your diary
2021
Thursday 25 March

Year 11 Sixth Form Offer letters issued

Friday 26 March

Term Ends

Monday 29 March – Friday 9 April

EASTER HOLIDAYS

Monday 12 April

Summer Term begins

Monday 19 April

Year 10 Assessments

Wednesday 28 April

Year 11 Celebration Evening

Thursday 29 April

Year 9 Parents’/Carers’ Evening

Monday 3 May

BANK HOLIDAY

Thursday 6 May

Year 12 Parents’/Carers’ Evening

Monday 10 May

Year 13 Assessments

Monday 17 May

Y11 Assessments

Monday 24 May

Y11 Assessments

Monday 24 May/Monday 7 June	DT GCSE Contextual Challenge released 1/6 - From 7/6
40 hour piece controlled assessment during TT lessons
Friday 28 May

Year 13 Leavers Day/Study Leave (to be confirmed)

Monday 31 May – Friday 4 June

HALF TERM

Monday 7 June

Year 8 End of KS3 Assessments

Tuesday 8 / Wednesday 9 June

Y8 STEM Session on Buoyancy

Thursday 17 June

Year 10 Parents’/Carers’ Evening

Monday 21 June

Year 12 Assessment week

Monday 28 June

Year 8 GL Assessments

Monday 5 July

Year 7 Celebration Evening

Mon 5, Tues 6, Wed 7 & Thurs 8 July Year 6 Induction Days
Tuesday 6 July

Sixth Form Induction Day
Year 8 Celebration Evening

Wednesday 7 July

Year 9 Celebration Evening

Thursday 8 July

Year 6 Parents’/Carers’ Evening
Year 10 Celebration Evening

Social icon

Friday 16 July

End of Term for Students

Monday 19 / Tuesday 20 July

PD Days for Staff - Disaggregated

www.copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

@CoplestonHighSchool

@CoplestonSchool

coplestonsixthform

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.
For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.
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Welcome

In this Issue

and the results of a recent
parental survey show that we
are succeeding with our aim. As
you would expect there are still
some areas to work on which
we will address with our usual
consideration and enthusiasm.

2 Important Dates for
Your Diary

Despite the on-going
challenges we face Copleston
High School continues to set
itself the goal of becoming a
top-performing school that
embodies a high achieving
holistic education. A culture of
excellence underpins all that
we strive to do. In doing so, we
have combined the very best
attributes of all areas of our
school to provide each of our
students with an educational
experience that will enable and
inspire them to experience ‘Life
in All its Fullness’. Details on
these can be seen throughout
this Spring term copy of the
Copleston Chronicle.

Finally, we realise that supporting
the whole Copleston Community
with their emotional health and
well-being at this time is also
extremely important. As a school
we have taken a number of steps
to support our families which
I have highlighted in parental
updates and previous reports.

We continue to place a
particular emphasis on
academic success, while
also ensuring each student
is provided the opportunity
to develop a broad range of
interdisciplinary skills and
competencies. Our mission is
to develop our students into
curious, self-directed, and
resilient learners with a strong
moral compass. Evidence of
our strong record of academic
success can be seen by
clicking on the links below.

As we move towards the end
of this term we remain very
pleased with the professional
and enthusiastic approach
of our staff, students and
parents. I am privileged to be
leading such a superb school
and I thank you for all your
support. I hope that you find
this chronicle informative and
that you are impressed with
the efforts that the school
continues to make to drive
forward for the benefit of all
those stakeholders involved.

18 Science & Mathematics

With my very best wishes

Senior
Leadership
Team
Mr R Hall
Mr D Leach
Mrs T Pilkington
Mrs L Vadali
Mr S Harrington
Mr H Palmer
Mrs G Orrin
Dr P Walker

Progress 8 Comparison
Table
At the heart of our efforts is
the special partnership that
exists between students, their
teachers and parents. We are
committed to maintaining open,
transparent and proactive lines
of communication between
all stakeholders throughout
a student’s learning journey

Parental Survey Results

Mr AB Green
Principal

3 Welcome
5 Safeguarding &
Wellbeing
7 Year 7 News
9 Year 8 News
11 Year 9 News
13 Year 10 & Year 11 News
15 Sixth Form
16 English department

19 Music department
21 Spanish
22 Sports News
Principal
Mr A B Green
Head of
Standards
across the MAT
Mr D East

Leaders of
Learning
Year 7
Miss H
Bradshaw
Year 8
Mrs M
Crofton-Sleigh
Year 9
Mr R Terry
Year 10
Mr M Bennett
Year 11
Dr P Walker
Year 12 & 13
Mr D Leach

Design by Abigail Cole
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1

• I consider and act upon all expectations of layer 2
• I take responsibility for my own progress towards lesson
objectives and longer term development
• I take full advantage of all opportunities offered
• I go above and beyond expectations

2

• I never need reminding about the BASE SIX
• I always put 100% effort into all aspects of the learning
including homework
• I make positive contributions to groupwork and class discussion
• I ask for help when I need it in a constructive manner
• When the learning gets harder, I work harder
• I act on verbal and written feedback with maturity and use it
to change my approach

3

THE
BASE SIX

These are the
non-negotiable
expectations
from all
students at
all times

• I arrive on time for lessons and registration
• I arrive with the correct equipment and correct uniform
• I treat others politely and with respect at all times
• I follow instructions the first time
• I follow the SLANT rules throughout all lessons
• I have my phone turned off and in my bag whenever I am
inside the building

The Beacon
of Brilliance
RESILIENCE

The work gets harder;
I try harder

RESOURCEFULNESS

I’m struggling; I will use the classroom
displays, resources, and my peers (when
appropriate) to support my learning

GROWTH MINDSET

I view a mistake as a first
4 Copleston
Chronicle
2021
attempt
in learning

Safeguarding
There has been a considerable
amount in the press about the
impact of the COVID pandemic
on the safeguarding of our
young people. Copleston is no
different to the national picture.
Through regular contact home,
the development of a new digital
safeguarding tool and a lot of
hard work from everyone in the
Copleston High School community,
we were able to maintain support
and guidance to our potentially
vulnerable students. Since coming
back onsite, the ability to check
up on our students has made the
level of support we can provide
that much easier. However, we
now face new challenges. Anxiety
fuelled by increased instability
at home (due to job security and
food availability), confusion over
rules and concern over safety, has
led to many students requiring
enhanced support. We have
met this challenge via in-school
counselling, signposting to relevant
authorities and a huge amount of
work from our pastoral team (Form
Tutors, Leaders of Learning (LOLS)
and Pastoral Support Workers). As
we progress through the winter
and into the new year, I have no

Wellbeing

doubt that all the wonderful staff at
Copleston will rise to the challenge
of helping all our young people.
Community shelf project
As the lockdown continued, the
school was making 100s of welfare
calls a week, and we noticed how
many of our most vulnerable
families were being the hardest hit.
With students struggling to get
sufficient nutrition or basic toiletries
and stationery for them to be able
to live and work, we could not
expect them to be completing their
studies to their best abilities.
The Community Shelf was set
up in collaboration with the
Raedwald Trust (RT) to address this
disadvantage. With the fantastic
help of volunteers from Copleston
and the RT, we delivered bags of
essentials to over 200 families each
week. This ran from April until the
end of July. Feedback from everyone
was overwhelming positive and
provided the chance to play a small
role in making the lives of people in
our community a little easier.
Mr Palmer
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Emergency contact/address details

It is important that we hold up to date emergency contact information
and home address details for all students on roll. Please ensure any
changes to addresses/telephone numbers are communicated to the
main office/sixth form office via telephone or email. School contact
details available on our website: https://www.copleston.suffolk.sch.
uk/page/?title=Contact+Us&pid=13

Safeguarding Team

As a school community, we
have been focussing on the
Five Ways to Wellbeing – Give,
Keep Learning, Be Active, Take
Notice and Connect. The latest
Wellbeing Newsletter will be
sent to all students via their
school email account with
many ideas for the upcoming
holidays. This newsletter will
also be sent to all parents via
Parentmail. The Wellbeing
Newsletter is also on the
website—follow this link:
Wellbeing Newsletter
If you feel that your son or
daughter needs additional
wellbeing support, please
contact their Leader of
Learning in the first instance.
Further referrals can then
be made to Kelley Osman,
our Wellbeing Consultant or
Lynette O’Sullivan, our school
counsellor, and also the school
nursing team.
In order to further support
the wellbeing of children,
The Psychology in Schools
Team have developed a series
of podcasts that may be of
interest to you, as parents/
carers:
Podcast 1
Discussing the challenges
as professionals and parents
of responding to children’s
and teenager’s varied needs
at this time: From establishing
routines to how to talk about
worries about returning to
school; real life dilemmas
explored.
Podcast 2
The Importance of Sleep
Podcast 3
Issues Surrounding
Online Gaming

Mr Palmer

Miss Bradshaw

Mrs Crofton-Sleigh

Podcast 4
Supporting your child
with anxieties about returning
to school
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You are never alone at Copleston
There is always someone to help you

School Administration

7
YEAR

Reception will help you
with timetable issues,
lost property, handing in
money, if you are lost or
have general enquiries.
Attendance and First
Aid will ring home if you
are not in school; will
look after you if you are
feeling unwell; will sign
you in and out during
the school day..

Exams Team
Ms Stevens

Mrs Fitzsimmonds

Ms Simmonds

Wellbeing
Consultant

The Exams
Team will enter
you for your
exams and will
give you all the
information
you need about
assessments.

Mr Shorten

On Line
Home
Learning

The
Safeguarding
Team will
deal with any
concerns in or
out of school
involving your
well-being.
They may need
to contact
other agencies.

Ms Osman

Mr Palmer

Pastoral Support
Patrols
lessons and
the wider
school site
to ensure
that there
is positive
behaviour
for learning
throughout
the school
day.

Involved with
liaising with outside
agencies, alternative
educational
provision and
support networks.
Helps support
Year teams with
identified students.

Ms Burrows

Lead
Practitioner

Safeguarding Team

Offers
guidance
and support
to both
pupils and
staff to
ensure a
positive
wellbeing
for all

Pastoral
Inclusion

Mrs Hodgetts

Ms Bradshaw

Mrs Crofton-Sleigh

Mr Ramsey

School Counsellor

Student Leaders

Helps all students in
the areas of academic
achievement, personal/
social development and
career development,
ensuring today’s students
become the productive,
well-adjusted adults of
tomorrow.

Student Council
organises council
meetings and works
with students to make
improvements in the
school.
Student Leaders in Year
11, and Year 12 students,
support and mentor
pupils in the main school.
Ms O’Sullivan

Mr Little

Mrs Crane

Mr Palmer

Assistant Principal

7
YEAR

You should go to your
form tutor first with
any issues you may
have. They will keep
in contact with your
teachers, Leader of
Learning and parents
if necessary.

Leader of
Learning
The Leaders of
Learning will
monitor your
progress through
school. They will
support your
academic, social
and emotional wellbeing. They will
celebrate success
within your year
group.

Learning Support
Transition
Co-ordinator

Oversees the Learning
Support Department and
a large team of CTAs.
The person you should
contact if you have specific
learning concerns or if
you have English as an
alternative language.

Mrs Pilkington

Ms Bradshaw

Mr Pheasant

Specialist Director
of Sixth Form

Mr Pheasant

Mr Froud

Mr Shaanika

Head of MAT
standards
Mr East
School Improvement and Self-Evaluation
and Quality Assurance. Responsibility for
ensuring standards are met across the
Gippeswyk Community Education Trust.

Principal
Mrs Saied

Mr Kerampran

Miss Sharpe

Mr S Nunn

Mr Moriarty

Mr Green
Runs the school with
school Governors

CEO

Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of MAT
Mr Common
Mrs Osborne

Mrs Lockyer

Curriculum Assessment and Learning,
and Director of Humanities

Mr Harrington
Oversees the school curriculum including
teaching, learning and assessment procedures.
Also strategic lead for the Humanities subjects.

Form Tutors

Mr Webb-Cook

Mr Palmer
DSL and runs the Alternative provision. Oversees
the Leaders of Learning for years 7 and 8. Checks
attendance and punctuality and manages the
behaviour team. Works closely with SEN and
learning support.

Assistant Principal

Mr Leach
Responsible for the strategic
management, pastoral care and
academic monitoring of the Sixth Form.
He also oversees the daily care, guidance
and support of all students.

Mr Al-azawi

Student Welfare, Behaviour and
Personal Development/DSL

Ms Gleave
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Assistant Principal
Data and Achievement. Director of Year 11

Mrs Vadali
Responsible for target setting and data
analysis at all Key Stages. Oversees assessment
procedures and co-ordinates reports. Strategic
lead in ensuring successful outcomes at the
end of Key Stage 4.

Assistant Principal
Student Guidance

Dr Walker
Permanent Leader of Learning for Year 11.
Manages behaviour for learning across
the school.

Assistant Principal
Quality of Education
(Curriculum Implementation)

Mrs Orrin
Oversees curriculum implementation including
teaching and learning strategies across the
school. Also strategic lead for MFL and
Literacy and Numeracy Intervention.

Assistant
Principal

Continued Professional
Learning and Development
Russell Hall

7

Year

Year 7 students have returned
from their remote learning with an
excellent attitude and a continued
commitment towards their learning.
Students have displayed real
enthusiasm and maturity in their
lessons, and it has been lovely seeing
them so engaged after such a busy
time working from home. They have
truly risen to the occasion and their
spirit has continued to put a smile on
all of our faces.
Special mentions
I would like to give a special mention
to Brooke Hubbard who has recently
won the English Department’s
Creative Writing Competition.
Similarly, I would like to congratulate
Florence who has jogged a very
impressive 28 Miles in the 28 Days of
February. Florence has raised £1,450
from friends and family.
Jessica-Lily has also braved the cold
and raced through 25miles during
February. Inspirational and wonderful
to see students remaining active
under the current restrictions.
Above are just a few examples of
many, we as a school have received
over the last period of remote
learning. The year group have

shared some incredible ice
sculptures, creative bakes and
art work. I will be sharing more
of these in the upcoming Easter
Achievement Assembly.
Essential Equipment
Please could you ensure your
children come to school with the
correct equipment needed for the
day. Some students are not bringing
their reading books, subject books
or a pen and pencil; this delays
lessons starting promptly. Due to
restrictions in place, we are unable
to provide these resources.
Uniform
We adhere to a strict Uniform policy
and this can also be found in the
handbook given out the beginning
of the academic year. It can also be
found on the school’s website. The
uniform is outstanding and after
completing regular uniform checks
I praise the year group on how smart
they all look. Can I reinforce that our
school trousers are to be purchased
only from Coes and the Uniform shop
in Ipswich town centre, along with
our polo tops and sweatshirts. Shoes
are to be all black with no white/
colour trim. Students are to wear
only one set of earrings in each
ear and no nail varnish. Hair colours
need to be neutral and no shaved
patterns in hair are allowed.
Breakfast
We have recently had an increase in
students feeling unwell and attending
First Aid due to not eating breakfast
before they come to school – Even
if it’s an ‘on the go’ breakfast,
we encourage all students to eat
something to enable them to have
energy to be able to learn effectively.

Feel Good Friday
Praising students for
their hard work, attitude
towards their learning
and acts of kindness
towards others are just
some of the many things
we reward students for;
Pupils look forward to it,
Teachers love to share
feedback from the week
and I can’t wait to get
into lessons and reward
great behaviour and
work. Phoning home
to parents to say how
impressed I have been is
a great way to start the
weekend and I absolutely
love sharing the positive
work your children do!
Golden Tickets have been
a real boost to students
and we will endeavour
to get all rewards out
as soon as possible.

As ever, if you have any questions
or queries, please do not hesitate
to contact your child’s Form Tutor
or the Year 7 Team.
Best wishes,

Florence & Buddy

Jessica-Lily

LEADER OF LEARNING

Miss Bradshaw and the Year 7 Team

Miss Bradshaw
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You are never alone at Copleston
There is always someone to help you

School Administration
Exams Team
Ms Stevens

Mrs Fitzsimmonds

Ms Simmonds

Wellbeing
Consultant

Information, Advice
and Guidance
The Information, Advice and
Guidance Team will help you
make the right choices for your
pathways, and all your future
educational and career options.
Organises Work Experience
for Year 10 Students and other
careers events throughout
the year.

Offers
guidance
and support
to both
pupils and
staff to
ensure a
positive
wellbeing
for all
Ms Osman

Mr Macartney

The Exams
Team will enter
you for your
exams and will
give you all the
information
you need about
assessments.

Mr Shorten

Involved with
liaising with outside
agencies, alternative
educational
provision and
support networks.
Helps support
Year teams with
identified students.

Pastoral Support
Patrols
lessons and
the wider
school site
to ensure
that there
is positive
behaviour
for learning
throughout
the school
day.

Ms Burrows

Mrs Hodgetts

Lead
Practitioner

Safeguarding Team

On Line
Home
Learning

The
Safeguarding
Team will
deal with any
concerns in or
out of school
involving your
well-being. They
may need to
contact other
agencies.
Mr Palmer

Pastoral
Inclusion

8
YEAR

Reception will help you
with timetable issues,
lost property, handing in
money, if you are lost or
have general enquiries.
Attendance and First
Aid will ring home if you
are not in school; will
look after you if you are
feeling unwell; will sign
you in and out during
the school day..

Ms Bradshaw

Mrs Crofton-Sleigh

Mr Ramsey

School Counsellor

Student Leaders

Helps all students in
the areas of academic
achievement, personal/
social development and
career development,
ensuring today’s students
become the productive,
well-adjusted adults of
tomorrow.

Student Council
organises council
meetings and works
with students to make
improvements in the
school.
Student Leaders in Year
11, and Year 12 students,
support and mentor
pupils in the main school.
Ms O’Sullivan

Mr Little

Mrs Crane

Mr Palmer

Assistant Principal

8

Learning Support

Leader of
Learning

YEAR

The Leaders of
Learning will
monitor your
progress through
school. They will
support your
academic, social
and emotional wellbeing. They will
celebrate success
within your year
group.

Form Tutors

Oversees the Learning
Support Department and
a large team of CTAs.
The person you should
contact if you have specific
learning concerns or if
you have English as an
alternative language.

Mr Yip

Mrs Pilkington

Specialist Director
of Sixth Form

Miss Heffer

Miss Elkins

Head of MAT
standards
Mr East
School Improvement and Self-Evaluation
and Quality Assurance. Responsibility for
ensuring standards are met across the
Gippeswyk Community Education Trust.

Principal
Mrs Jubb

Mrs Thomas

Mrs Moon

Mr Lloyd

Mr Shefford

Mr Green
Runs the school with
school Governors

CEO

Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of MAT
Mr Common
Mrs Conroy

Miss Warne
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Curriculum Assessment and Learning,
and Director of Humanities

Mr Harrington
Oversees the school curriculum including
teaching, learning and assessment procedures.
Also strategic lead for the Humanities subjects.

Mrs Crofton-Sleigh

You should go to your form tutor first with any issues you
may have. They will keep in contact with your teachers,
Leader of Learning and parents if necessary.

Mrs Eaton

Mr Palmer
DSL and runs the Alternative provision. Oversees
the Leaders of Learning for years 7 and 8. Checks
attendance and punctuality and manages the
behaviour team. Works closely with SEN and
learning support.

Assistant Principal

Mr Leach
Responsible for the strategic
management, pastoral care and
academic monitoring of the Sixth Form.
He also oversees the daily care, guidance
and support of all students.

Miss Holt

Student Welfare, Behaviour and
Personal Development/DSL

Assistant Principal
Data and Achievement. Director of Year 11

Mrs Vadali
Responsible for target setting and data
analysis at all Key Stages. Oversees assessment
procedures and co-ordinates reports. Strategic
lead in ensuring successful outcomes at the
end of Key Stage 4.

Assistant Principal
Student Guidance

Dr Walker
Permanent Leader of Learning for Year 11.
Manages behaviour for learning across
the school.

Assistant Principal
Quality of Education
(Curriculum Implementation)

Mrs Orrin
Oversees curriculum implementation including
teaching and learning strategies across the
school. Also strategic lead for MFL and
Literacy and Numeracy Intervention.

Assistant
Principal

Continued Professional
Learning and Development
Russell Hall

8

Year

It has been wonderful to welcome
back Year 8 following school closure,
they have returned with a positive
attitude and a great commitment to
their learning, along with managing
the new school day and the
restrictions that COVID-19 pandemic
has given us.
I would like to thank you for your
support and efforts towards remote
learning. Students really did rise
to that challenge. Thank you for all
the positive feedback regarding the
online parents’ consultation evening.
Our Achievement Assembly
in December was a wonderful
celebration of all the successes of
Year 8’s autumn term. Given the
restrictions, the atmosphere was
fantastic, where students showed
their support and appreciation
of each other’s achievements
and performances. Thank you to
Lillia Hammond who produced a
spectacular performance!
This is a very important term for
Year 8, as they need to make

decisions for their GCSE options
choices.

Lockdown art

Tuesday 9th March kicked off the
week of virtual assemblies delivered
by Heads of Department, to equip
students with information about
subjects at GCSE level.
Students also have the options
workbook to complete in their
own time, or alongside the tutor
assemblies, which will guide
students by looking at their learning
styles, interests and aspirations.
Wednesday 17th March was the
Careers Pathway evening. A virtual
marketplace style event where
videos for all subjects on offer at
Key Stage 4 were available for you
and your son/daughter to view.
Monday 22nd March is the deadline
for return of the completed Option
Form via Parent mail.

G Assaf 2 point perspective

Uniform
Reminder that
jumpers and
hoodies worn over
school jumpers are not
school uniform, students
are not to wear these
at any time. The school
sweatshirt is to have a
coat worn over the top.

Morrisby
I would advise that students
take the time to look at
Morrisby to support all the
information that they have
received and make wellinformed choices with the
use of this platform. This
extremely useful online
tool provides access to

information that enables
students to explore any
number of education and
career paths. This site is
beneficial all through a
student’s school career, not
only in Year 8. The link is:
https://newapp.morrisby.
com/sign-up

LEADER OF LEARNING

Ruby Barker

Mrs Crofton-Sleigh
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School Administration
Exams Team
Ms Stevens

Ms Simmonds

Mrs Fitzsimmonds

Wellbeing
Consultant

Information, Advice
and Guidance
The Information, Advice and
Guidance Team will help you
make the right choices for your
pathways, and all your future
educational and career options.
Organises Work Experience
for Year 10 Students and other
careers events throughout
the year.

Offers
guidance
and support
to both
pupils and
staff to
ensure a
positive
wellbeing
for all

Pastoral
Inclusion

Ms Osman

Pastoral Support
Patrols
lessons and
the wider
school site
to ensure
that there
is positive
behaviour
for learning
throughout
the school
day.

Involved with
liaising with outside
agencies, alternative
educational
provision and
support networks.
Helps support
Year teams with
identified students.

Leader of Learning

Mr Shorten

Ms Burrows

Mrs Hodgetts

On Line
Home
Learning

Mr Little

Ms Bradshaw

Mrs Horsfield

9
YEAR

Student Leaders
Student Council
organises council
meetings and works
with students to make
improvements in the
school.
Student Leaders in Year
11, and Year 12 students,
support and mentor
pupils in the main school.

Ms O’Sullivan

Oversees the Learning
Support Department and
a large team of CTAs.
The person you should
contact if you have specific
learning concerns or if
you have English as an
alternative language.

Miss Allaker

Mr Swain

Mr Reeve

Mr Hoang

Specialist Director
of Sixth Form

Head of MAT
standards
Mr East
School Improvement and Self-Evaluation
and Quality Assurance. Responsibility for
ensuring standards are met across the
Gippeswyk Community Education Trust.

Principal
Miss Hodgkinson

Mrs Jackson

Mr Macartney

Mr Iacobucci

Mrs Wade

Mr Green
Runs the school with
school Governors

CEO

Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of MAT
Mr Common
Mrs Yorke
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Student Welfare, Behaviour and
Personal Development/DSL

Mr Palmer
DSL and runs the Alternative provision. Oversees
the Leaders of Learning for years 7 and 8. Checks
attendance and punctuality and manages the
behaviour team. Works closely with SEN and
learning support.

Assistant Principal

Mr Leach
Responsible for the strategic
management, pastoral care and
academic monitoring of the Sixth Form.
He also oversees the daily care, guidance
and support of all students.

Mr Cowley

Mrs Crane

Assistant Principal

Mrs Pilkington

You should go to your form tutor first with any issues you
may have. They will keep in contact with your teachers,
Leader of Learning and parents if necessary.

Mr Ramsey

Helps all students in
the areas of academic
achievement, personal/
social development and
career development,
ensuring today’s students
become the productive,
well-adjusted adults of
tomorrow.

Learning Support
Mr Terry

Mrs Crofton-Sleigh

School Counsellor

Assistant Leaders
of Learning

Mrs Cooper

Lead
Practitioner

The
Safeguarding
Team will
deal with any
concerns in or
out of school
involving your
well-being. They
may need to
contact other
agencies.
Mr Palmer

Mr Palmer

The Leaders of
Learning will monitor
your progress through
school. They will
support your academic,
social and emotional
well-being. They will
celebrate success
within your year group.

The Exams
Team will enter
you for your
exams and will
give you all the
information
you need about
assessments.

Safeguarding Team

Mr Macartney

Form Tutors

9
YEAR

Reception will help you
with timetable issues,
lost property, handing in
money, if you are lost or
have general enquiries.
Attendance and First
Aid will ring home if you
are not in school; will
look after you if you are
feeling unwell; will sign
you in and out during
the school day..

Curriculum Assessment and Learning,
and Director of Humanities

Mr Harrington
Oversees the school curriculum including
teaching, learning and assessment procedures.
Also strategic lead for the Humanities subjects.

Assistant Principal
Data and Achievement. Director of Year 11

Mrs Vadali
Responsible for target setting and data
analysis at all Key Stages. Oversees assessment
procedures and co-ordinates reports. Strategic
lead in ensuring successful outcomes at the
end of Key Stage 4.

Assistant Principal
Student Guidance

Dr Walker
Permanent Leader of Learning for Year 11.
Manages behaviour for learning across
the school.

Assistant Principal
Quality of Education
(Curriculum Implementation)

Mrs Orrin
Oversees curriculum implementation including
teaching and learning strategies across the
school. Also strategic lead for MFL and
Literacy and Numeracy Intervention.

Assistant
Principal

Continued Professional
Learning and Development
Russell Hall

>

9

Year

Lockdown delights
Art
Students have been sending in some
fantastic pieces of work over the
lockdown, the care that has been put
into the work from many students
has been fantastic. Thank you to
Mrs Cooper for sharing the work.

Lilia has ignored the constraints
of Lockdown and found a way to
succeed. After submitting three
videos to an international virtual
competition, Lilia came third in the
world to two Canadian performers.
This is a fantastic achievement and
shows that there is always a way
to compete.

LEADER OF LEARNING

> Trampolining success

Mr Terry
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10

School Administration

YEAR

Reception will help you
with timetable issues,
lost property, handing in
money, if you are lost or
have general enquiries.
Attendance and First
Aid will ring home if you
are not in school; will
look after you if you are
feeling unwell; will sign
you in and out during
the school day..

Exams Team
Ms Stevens

Ms Simmonds

Mrs Fitzsimmonds

Wellbeing
Consultant

Information, Advice
and Guidance
The Information, Advice and
Guidance Team will help you
make the right choices for your
pathways, and all your future
educational and career options.
Organises Work Experience
for Year 10 Students and other
careers events throughout
the year.

Offers
guidance
and support
to both
pupils and
staff to
ensure a
positive
wellbeing
for all
Mr Macartney

Pastoral
Inclusion
Involved with
liaising with outside
agencies, alternative
educational
provision and
support networks.
Helps support
Year teams with
identified students.

Ms Osman

Ms Burrows

Mr Little

Mr Palmer

Leader of Learning
The Leaders of
Learning will monitor
your progress through
school. They will
support your academic,
social and emotional
well-being. They will
celebrate success
within your year group.

Mrs Hodgetts

On Line
Home
Learning

Mr Palmer

Ms Bradshaw

Mrs Bastable-Aradia

10
YEAR

Mrs Irons

Mr Scanlon

Miss Barton

Student Leaders
Student Council
organises council
meetings and works
with students to make
improvements in the
school.
Student Leaders in Year
11, and Year 12 students,
support and mentor
pupils in the main school.

Ms O’Sullivan

Oversees the Learning
Support Department and
a large team of CTAs.
The person you should
contact if you have specific
learning concerns or if
you have English as an
alternative language.

Miss Rozier

Miss Pearson

Specialist Director
of Sixth Form
Mr Leach
Responsible for the strategic
management, pastoral care and
academic monitoring of the Sixth Form.
He also oversees the daily care, guidance
and support of all students.

Head of MAT
standards

Mr Green
Runs the school with
school Governors

CEO

Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of MAT
Mr Common
Miss Steward

Mr Snelling

Mrs Phillips
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Miss Capon

Student Welfare, Behaviour and
Personal Development/DSL

Mr Palmer
DSL and runs the Alternative provision. Oversees
the Leaders of Learning for years 7 and 8. Checks
attendance and punctuality and manages the
behaviour team. Works closely with SEN and
learning support.

Assistant Principal

Principal
Mr Standing

Mrs Crane

Assistant Principal

Mr East
School Improvement and Self-Evaluation
and Quality Assurance. Responsibility for
ensuring standards are met across the
Gippeswyk Community Education Trust.

Mr S Lloyd

Mr Ramsey

Helps all students in
the areas of academic
achievement, personal/
social development and
career development,
ensuring today’s students
become the productive,
well-adjusted adults of
tomorrow.

Mrs Pilkington

You should go to
your form tutor
first with any
issues you may
have. They will
keep in contact
with your
teachers, Leader
of Learning
and parents if
necessary.

Mrs Crofton-Sleigh

School Counsellor

Learning Support

Form Tutors

Lead
Practitioner

The
Safeguarding
Team will
deal with any
concerns in or
out of school
involving your
well-being. They
may need to
contact other
agencies.

Assistant Leader
of Learning

Mr Bennett

Mrs Kemp

Mr Shorten

Safeguarding Team

Pastoral Support
Patrols
lessons and
the wider
school site
to ensure
that there
is positive
behaviour
for learning
throughout
the school
day.

The Exams
Team will enter
you for your
exams and will
give you all the
information
you need about
assessments.

Curriculum Assessment and Learning,
and Director of Humanities

Mr Harrington
Oversees the school curriculum including
teaching, learning and assessment procedures.
Also strategic lead for the Humanities subjects.

Assistant Principal
Data and Achievement. Director of Year 11

Mrs Vadali
Responsible for target setting and data
analysis at all Key Stages. Oversees assessment
procedures and co-ordinates reports. Strategic
lead in ensuring successful outcomes at the
end of Key Stage 4.

Assistant Principal
Student Guidance

Dr Walker
Permanent Leader of Learning for Year 11.
Manages behaviour for learning across
the school.

Assistant Principal
Quality of Education
(Curriculum Implementation)

Mrs Orrin
Oversees curriculum implementation including
teaching and learning strategies across the
school. Also strategic lead for MFL and
Literacy and Numeracy Intervention.

Assistant
Principal

Continued Professional
Learning and Development
Russell Hall

10
Year

Looking into the new term, we have
the assessment week beginning on
the 19th April which is in place of the
mocks that would have taken place in
the summer term. Homework Club is
still running on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday each week.

I would like to thank the students,
on behalf of all the staff who
taught Year 10, for their excellent
commitment to their education
and for how they have returned,
so enthused, into the classroom
environment.

I hope that everyone has a restful
break during the holidays and look
forward to seeing the students in the
summer term.

11

I am extremely proud of the
way the Year 11 students have
responded to the unique situation
they find themselves in. Having
worked so hard for many years
and then being denied the
opportunity to prove themselves
in real exams, far from giving up,
they have thrown themselves into
every challenge their teachers have
given them. Attendance at online
lessons was over 90% and most
students are attending all the extra
exam skills sessions online every
day. Having earned the grades
they receive this year just as much
as any other year group, they will
be able to look back on this year
with huge pride at the resilience
and dedication they have shown
throughout the pandemic.
UNSPLASH

Year

There are a few weeks of
assessments, assignments and

Mr Bennett

hard work before a well-earned
summer break that will, we all hope,
be closer to normal. Almost all
the Year 11 students have secured
a suitable place for post-16 study.
For those that haven’t yet, most
providers, including Copleston
Sixth Form have extended their
application deadlines.

LEADER OF LEARNING

As we approach the end of the
term, we look back on what
has been a challenging time for
everyone, however, looking at
some of the work that has been
produced throughout the year
group in times of uncertainty; I
am very pleased to be seeing the
progress that the students have
made. Some examples of Art work
are shown here, produced using air
dry clay or homemade modelling
clay. I can only commend the
students on the brilliant effort and
motivation that they have shown
to continue with their education
and I am delighted to have them
returning to the classroom.

LEADER OF LEARNING

Lockdown art

Dr Walker
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School Counsellor

Student Leaders

Helps all students in
the areas of academic
achievement, personal/
social development and
career development,
ensuring today’s students
become the productive,
well-adjusted adults of
tomorrow.

Student Council
organises council
meetings and works
with students to make
improvements in the
school.
Student Leaders in Year
11, and Year 12 students,
support and mentor
pupils in the main school.
Ms O’Sullivan

Mr Little

Mrs Crane

Mr Palmer

Assistant Principal
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Learning Support
Oversees the Learning
Support Department and
a large team of CTAs.
The person you should
contact if you have specific
learning concerns or if
you have English as an
alternative language.

Leader of Learning
The Leaders of
Learning will monitor
your progress
through school. They
will support your
academic, social and
emotional well-being.
They will celebrate
success within your
year group.

Student Welfare, Behaviour and
Personal Development/DSL

Mr Palmer
DSL and runs the Alternative provision. Oversees
the Leaders of Learning for years 7 and 8. Checks
attendance and punctuality and manages the
behaviour team. Works closely with SEN and
learning support.

Assistant Principal
Mrs Pilkington

Curriculum Assessment and Learning,
and Director of Humanities

Mr Harrington
Oversees the school curriculum including
teaching, learning and assessment procedures.
Also strategic lead for the Humanities subjects.

Dr Walker

Form Tutors

Specialist Director
of Sixth Form

You should go to your form tutor first with any issues
you may have. They will keep in contact with your
teachers, Leader of Learning and parents if necessary.

Mr Leach
Responsible for the strategic
management, pastoral care and
academic monitoring of the Sixth Form.
He also oversees the daily care, guidance
and support of all students.

Mr Brewer

Ms Daniel

Mrs Griggs

Mr Young

Mrs Kerrison

Mrs Barlow

Head of MAT
standards
Mr East
School Improvement and Self-Evaluation
and Quality Assurance. Responsibility for
ensuring standards are met across the
Gippeswyk Community Education Trust.

Principal
Mr R Nunn

Mr Byrne

Miss Pickering

Mr Yorke

Miss Acton

Mr Jervis

Mr Green
Runs the school with
school Governors

CEO

Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of MAT
Mr Common
Mr Lynch

Mrs Peirce

Mrs Taylor

Miss Vaughan
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Assistant Principal
Data and Achievement. Director of Year 11

Mrs Vadali
Responsible for target setting and data
analysis at all Key Stages. Oversees assessment
procedures and co-ordinates reports. Strategic
lead in ensuring successful outcomes at the
end of Key Stage 4.

Assistant Principal
Student Guidance

Dr Walker
Permanent Leader of Learning for Year 11.
Manages behaviour for learning across
the school.

Assistant Principal
Quality of Education
(Curriculum Implementation)

Mrs Orrin
Oversees curriculum implementation including
teaching and learning strategies across the
school. Also strategic lead for MFL and
Literacy and Numeracy Intervention.

Assistant
Principal

Continued Professional
Learning and Development
Russell Hall

6

th
Form

Remote Learning
I would also like to take this
opportunity to say how incredibly
impressed we were with the
attitude and work ethic that
both Year 12 and 13 have shown
to their studies in the latest
period of remote learning. The
attendance to the Year 13 live
lessons has been exceptional and
teachers have commented on the
impressive resilience and effort the
students have shown through this
challenging time. Year 12 have been
having a mixture of live and prerecorded lessons and again their
attendance and attitude have
been commendable.

Sixth Form Promotion
Copleston Sixth Form has
a heavy presence on social
media, so if you would like to
find out more about what is
happening in the Sixth Form
you can follow us on:
www.instagram.com/
coplestonsixthform
www.facebook.com/
CoplestonSixthForm
Social icon

Circle
Only use blue and/or white.
For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

twitter.com/
CoplestonSchool

Recruitment
The interviews for Year 11 students
who have applied to the Sixth Form
for September 2021 have now started
and with the return of students
to school, I am delighted that we
are able to hold these face-to-face
following social distancing rules. The
purpose of these interviews is to
explore the student’s application in
more detail and ensure the subjects
they are choosing to study are the
right ones for them in terms of their
academic ability, career choice and
aspirations. These interviews are
taking place during the school day
and students have been contacted
with their individual appointment
times.
We are still accepting applications
to the Sixth Form, so if there are any
Year 11 students who have not yet
applied and would like to, they can
complete the application online. If
any Year 11 student or parent would
like to know more about any aspect
of the Sixth Form, please contact Mr
D Leach, Director of Sixth Form at
dleach@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

We have sent several
newsletters to our Sixth Form
and Year 11 students this term
and you can see them below:

UCAS
The university (UCAS)
application deadline has
now passed, and we have
had 95 students apply,
which is the highest we
have ever had. Last year
81 students applied so it
is a significant increase
in applications, which is
very encouraging. It is
also very pleasing to see
that this year, 47 of the
95 (49%) students have
applied to Oxbridge or
Russell Group universities.
This clearly demonstrated
that our students are now
looking at the very best
educational institutions
when considering their
future choices.
We have also received
the final destination
report for last year’s
UCAS cycle and again
we are delighted to be
able to say that 35% of
our students who went
to university last year
achieved places at Russell
Group universities, which
is a fantastic achievement.

Sixth Form Newsletter
Sixth Form Study
Newsletter

LEADER OF LEARNING

It was wonderful to welcome
the Sixth Form students back
into school on Monday 8 March
after the latest period of remote
learning. We have already been
very impressed with the attitude
and mature manner of the students
and the way they have adapted to
being back in school. The students
I have spoken to are delighted to
be back.

Mr Leach
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English
department
During lockdown, The English
Department offered students in KS3
the opportunity to sharpen their
writing skills by entering their year
group’s creative competition.
Year 7 were challenged to produce a
story that was only 100 words long.
The winner was Brooke Hubbard in
7NU. Brooke enjoys creative writing
because “stories do not have a limit,
you can create and imagine so many
awesome things, people and places
just with words.”
Mrs Haigh, Head of Key Stage Three,
explains why we were so impressed
with Brooke’s story:
Brooke has managed to fit a lot into
100 words. At first, her description
of princesses, frogs and superheroes
are familiar to us from our own
memories of childhood fairy tales,
but her story ends with a powerful
and thought provoking twist.
Our two runners up were Isaiah Turay
in 7KH and Samson Colwill
in 7OZ. It is not easy writing a
complete story in only 100 words so
congratulations to all three students.

Year 8 were asked to write an entry
for ‘The Book of Hopes.’ They could
produce a piece of writing of any
form inspired by this uplifting theme.
Our winner was David Wright in
8BH. The inspiration for his story
was a trip to Christchurch Park
where he watched his younger
siblings and dog demolish the
leaves around them.
David enjoys creative writing
because “it lets you build a whole
world with just a pen and paper in
your hand.”
Ms Pierce, Head of English:
What an original idea for a story! A
really interesting piece of writing
with some superb vocabulary
choices. I’m so pleased there was
a happy ending for Edward and
Alexander too!
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Not Like the Fairy Tales
by Brooke Hubbard
When I was younger my Mum
would read to me. I loved it when
she told me about the magical
princesses who kissed frogs and the
superheroes who would save the
world. I always wanted to be like
them, defeating all the villains who
got in my way, so I made that my
life goal. I told myself that it was my
purpose. I was the good guy, but it
wasn’t until I stood there staring at
the mess I had created, the pain I
had caused, the lives I had ruined, I
realised I was the villain all along.

The Room by Isaiah Turay
It was below freezing to the point
my fingers were nearly snapping in
half. I realised I was lying on the floor.
Struggling to find my feet, I stood
up. The room was pitch black. There
were no windows, no source of light.
Forcing myself to walk forward, a
light appeared. Right in front of my
eyes a glow of light shone above my
head. There was no hole above me,
no way the light could enter. That’s
when I first saw it. To this day I still lay
shivering from the horror of memory.

The Leaves by David Wright
Every day and every night, a
susurration can be heard from the trees
of Lancaster Park. To the human ear,
this susurration sounds like the leaves
in the wind, but, in actual fact, it is the
sound of the leaves talking amongst
themselves.
“It is much too windy here Alexander,”
one leaf complained, looking at
the leaf beside them. The response
from Alexander came with a tone of
tiredness and gloom,
“Edmund,” he took a sigh, “there are far
more dangers here than just the wind!”
Alexander was correct, not only were
the leaves at risk of being blown away,
but they were also facing the dangers…
of the dog walkers.
“Awww, look at her run.”
“I know – she goes crazy when she’s off
the lead.”

The Midnight Wanderers
by Samson Colwil
Night was falling... People were
sleeping… All except for… The
Midnight Wanderers.
They were a ferocious gang of thieves
who came out at midnight to rob
drunk men and women under the
moon.
However, tonight this was all going
to stop.
Jack was ready, he was going to
catch them. He waited for hours but
eventually the Midnight Wanderers
came. They were sporting their black
ski-masks while stealing from helpless
people.
This was his chance… He pounced on
them with his friend Tim.
Suddenly, police sirens flickered on
and could be heard for miles…
This was their last robbery, forever...

Next, in the series of dialogue the
leaves heard far too often, would come
the sound all leaves feared, the sound
that made a baby leaf cry, the sound
that would ensure the loss of leaf’s life.
“Woof! Woof! Woof!”
The canine threat became too regular
in occurrence that a leaf would often
set off with their family, to escape
Lancaster Park. This trend’s popularity
influenced other leaves, and, when
Autumn came, it was only Alexander
and Edmund left on the tree. They were
unsure about leaving the tree, they
seemed to notice that all the leaves
who had tried to escape the park,
merely fell to the ground; then were
occasionally picked up by a small child.
Because of this, the two remaining
leaves had not yet attempted their
escape. >

English
department
“Alexander, we have to
do something about this,
sooner or later we must
leave the park.”
“I know Edmund, but
look at the leaves on the
ground, if they cannot
escape, how are we ever
supposed to?
“Through our strength and
courage, my dear fellow.”

have taken several hours
to travel across. The
two leaves could see
a small faint outline of
the woodland, almost
beckoning them over. As
they got closer, Edmund
and Alexander noticed a
spec of green at the topmost branch of a tall oak
tree, presumably a leaf,
shouting down at them.
“Oi oi!”

“I haven’t got that.”
“Of course, you do Alex
- there is no need for
pessimism.”
Later, in the evening,
Edmund had convinced
Alexander to escape
Lancaster park so they
packed their bags and
set off for the woodland.
The woodland was a
magical place, a peaceful
forest with hardly any
disturbances whatsoever.
Edmund had dreamed
of living there for years,
and finally, he thought, his
dreams were becoming
a reality.
The only concern
Edmund and Alexander
had, was related to
hydration. Leaves have a
peculiar way of quenching
their thirst, they simply
jump into a puddle to
absorb as much water
as possible. The problem
was, while in the puddle,
the leaves were left very
vulnerable to attack from
children’s feet.
After months of travelling,
avoiding attack from birds
and dogs, and hunting
for puddles, Edmund and
Alexander had only one
hundred metres to walk
before they arrived at
the woodland. Though to
us humans this distance
may seem short and
insignificant, for a leaf of
Edmund’s size it would

Alexander and Edmund
waved at the shouting
leaf, but they were too
exhausted to shout back
at them – the journey had
taken them far too long.
The pair gazed in awe at
the woodland, their new
home was, at last, in front
of them. They picked an
unoccupied tree, climbed
into it, and claimed it as
their own. Unfortunately,
Edmund had forgotten
to bring his old furniture.
Fortunately, Alexander
had purchased some
flat-packs on the way to
the woodland. Alexander
unpacked both his and
Edmund’s possessions,
while Edmund began
building the sofa. Their
new home was beyond
compare, Edmund and
Alexander were very
pleased with their current
habitat (it was far better
than the one they had
previously occupied).
One year later:
Edmund and Alexander
had developed friendships
with the other woodland
residents, they were now
very much a part of the
community. They had
almost entirely forgotten
their previous lives in
Lancaster Park, although
Edmund still had the
occasional nightmare
in which he would be
stamped on by a
small child.

A big well done to our two runners up: Mia Rudaj in
8NS who wrote a wonderful story about the joy of
reading entitled, ‘Within the Depths of a Book’s Echo’
and Elodie Reynolds with her heart-warming tale,
‘The Lion Problem.’
Thank you to everyone who entered the competitions.
The English Department were really impressed by the
standard of writing we saw.

Within the Depth of a Book’s Echo by Mia Rudaj
Rivers of words,
Flying around my mind, like unbound birds.
Ripples of verbs, adjectives and many nouns,
Teeming in sage green, all around.
Numbers landing upon the pages of my book,
Only if we take a look.
Floating on the cover as a boat,
Fascinated by the adventures the Author wrote.
Riding through turns, currents and waves,
Reading about the protagonist’s heroic saves.
Taking me from place to place,
From the Nile, Ganges and the Nestos in Thrace.

The Lion Problem by Elodie Reynolds
See I did this project for science,
It was really quite a bore,
But when I went to fetch it,
It wasn't there anymore!
So, I dropped to my knees,
And searched along the floor,
And that was when I heard it,
A huge, no, massive roar,
I immediately jumped up,
And flung open the door,
To find a lion on my landing,
There really was I’m sure!
The lion had a backpack,
Hey that was mine!
He was reading all my textbooks,
And using my watch to tell the time.
The lion took out my project,
And began to read it through,
He then handed it over,
After giving it a full review.
He told me to explain myself properly,
Because everyone would be confused,
He told me that punctuation and grammar,
Had overall been misused.
I looked up at the lion,
Who was now thoroughly amused,
And I told that lion,
That he must go back to the zoo.
The lion bowed his head and began to look very sad,
It was trick, I told myself, to make me feel bad,
But then the lion opened his mouth, and began to tell a tale
Of poachers and crooks and him being on sale.
He’d watched me, he said, and thought I was very kind,
And he’d hoped that I’d let him stay, if I didn’t mind.
I stared at the lion, who was so sad and so alone,
And told that lion that this could be his home.
I told him that I hoped we’d be the best of friends,
And promised to never get mad at him ever again.

Copleston Chronicle 2021 17

Science

Mathematics
Students have now returned from
a second national lockdown and
we are working closely with all Year
11s in the Mathematics department
to ensure that all students can
achieve a grade of which they are
proud. Information on what we are
doing as a school has been sent
out by our Principal. Students need
to work with us and continue to
attend their online revision sessions
on Tuesday evenings from 16:00 –
17:00 each week.

The Science Department would
like to welcome everyone back to
school. It has been great to see
students again and to talk more
easily with them.

During lockdown the seven labs
and foyer in the old building (C
Block) have been redecorated in
the same colour scheme as the
labs in the new block. Feature
walls are a pale purple! Thanks to
the cleaning team who worked
hard to achieve this.
Mrs Horsfield goes on maternity
leave at Easter and I am sure
you join us in wishing her well.
Mr Armstrong, who has worked
with us before, is covering the

British Science Week
As many of you may know,
every year Copleston High
School joins in activities for
British Science week. This
year everything went virtual,
with activities provided
online by companies.
Students in years 9-11 were
sent information about BT’s
events. These events are
usually limited to a small
number of places in person
and highly competitive, so
going virtual has allowed
anyone to participate who
wished to.
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UNSPLASH

I would like to thank all the
students for their commitment to
their Science studies in lockdown.
It has been a difficult time but
students have worked hard and
made a lot of progress. I must
thank the commitment and
dedication of my Science staff
for providing excellent learning
resources and delivering TEAMs
lessons. A lot of work went
into this.
maternity leave and is in school
for these last few weeks as well.
I would encourage all the KS4
year groups to make full use of
the website mygcsescience.com
which we have provided for the
students – this covers the entire
course and is an invaluable aid
for revising and catching up with
missed work.
Mr Durnford
Head of Science

In case any students in
younger year groups are
interested, here are the
details of how to access
these materials.
https://atadastral.co.uk/
bsw/
FREE Virtual British Science
Week: 8th-12th March 2021

We are also working closely with
our Year 13 students to ensure
that all have the necessary skills
in Mathematics to take into the
next stage of their careers. Weekly
revision sessions are running on
Monday evenings from 15:00 –
16:00 to support this.
We hope our GCSE and A level
students continue with the work
ethic that they have adopted
throughout both of the national
lockdown periods and are well
prepared for what lies ahead.

Music
department

Suffolk Youth Orchestra
Congratulations to Elsie
Price (Year 11) on her
successful audition for the
Suffolk Youth Orchestra.
This is a wonderful
opportunity for her to play
her viola with the best
young musicians in the
county. Well done Elsie!

Despite the recent restrictions,
it has been a successful term
musically for many of our
students. This is really quite
amazing, given the impact of the
pandemic on the music industry.
Well done to our musicians at
Copleston for working so hard and
keeping our Music very much alive!
The lessons which have been
offered by the County Music
Services have proved popular. It is
great to see face-to-face lessons
starting again but the remote
learning has really helped with the
progress of our musicians, not to
mention their well-being, as they
are able to receive feedback on
their playing. We said goodbye in
December to our Brass teacher, Mr
Chris Neary. His replacement, Mr
Marcos Garrido-Jimenez, is now
very much part of the furniture,
and it is great to be working with
him in person now, having taught
his first lessons online!
Students have submitted some
fabulous work during Lockdown
this term. Some of our students
have been keen to find out more
about Music, researching musical
instruments. These pieces of
work by Dea Fatah (Year 7) are
just a few of the many extension
activities, finding out about
musical instruments. Great work!
Other activities for Year 7 have
included learning to read and
write staff notation, and have a go

at composition. It has been great to
see our youngest students write out
music notation and compose their
own melodies. Here is an excellent
example from Leo Cochran.
Meanwhile Khadija Sawo (Year
7) produced a super example of
alternative music notation, we
explored the idea of composing
graphic scores.
Year 8 have been learning about
minimalism in music, and how
some minimalist composers were
famous for writing for other genres.
Rhys Briggs produced an excellent
example of this, with the film music
composer Hans Zimmer.
Well done to our Year 11 GCSE Music
group for keeping going with their
coursework. They have been arriving

Exam Successes
Congratulations go to
the following students,
for passing music exams
recently:
• Lillia-May Hammond, Year
8, Grade 5 Music Theatre
with Distinction
• Lily Noon, Year 12, Grade
5 Double Bass with Merit;
Grade 5 Theory with
Distinction
• Ava Martins, Year 11, Grade
6 Classical Guitar with
Distinction
• Natalie Durrant, Year 12,
Grade 8 Music Theatre
with Distinction

at school from 7.00am to meet Mrs
Lockyer and Mr Clover, so that their
GCSE compositions will be finished
in time. We are very impressed with
their level of commitment.
After a great start last term, the
Year 12 Ensemble which is run by Mr
Clover, will reconvene in April. Plans
are also afoot to establish other
ensembles by year group and we
hope to share recordings of their
performances via Teams during
assemblies later next term.
Some of our students have also
managed to continue making music
outside school. Charlotte Jacobs
(Year 10) took part in an online
music school during the half term
break, attending various vocal
workshops which covered topics
such as vocal health. She also had a
session with Kerry Ellis, who played
Elphaba in “Wicked” in London’s
West end and on Broadway in New
York. What a fabulous opportunity!
Mrs Lockyer
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SUPPORT SERVICES

Available via referral at Copleston
SERVICE

MEMBER OF STAFF

CONTACT DETAILS

Leader of Learning

Miss Bradshaw

hbradshaw@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Safeguarding Team
E-Safety Lead

Mr Palmer (DSL)
safeguardingteam@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk
Miss Bradshaw (ADSL)
Mrs Crofton-Sleigh (ADSL)
Mrs Crofton-Sleigh
mcrofton-sleigh@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Transition co-ordinator

Mr Pheasant

transitions@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Special Educational Needs
Department - SEND

Mrs Pilkington

tpilkington@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Enhanced Transition

Mrs Brown
& Mrs Woolnough
Miss Burrows
& Mr Little
Miss Bradshaw

lbrown@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk
or rwoolnough@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk
lburrows@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk
or mlittle@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk
hbradshaw@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Learning Support
Breakfast Club
County Inclusive Support
Services - CISS
Diversion Programme

Mrs Pilkington

tpilkington@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Rae Twelftree
& Sue Bradley
Matt Mason

SENCo or Leader of Learning referral

Education Welfare
Officer - EWO
School Nursing Team

Carly Otton
Lindsay Bye

Attendance Office
attendance@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk
Lindsay.Bye@suffolk.gov.uk

Breaking Barriers

Jade Wright

Leader of Learning referral

Ormiston Families

Helen Ellis

Leader of Learning referral

Primary Mental Health
Worker - PMHW
School Counsellor

Keri Symonds (NSFT)

SENCo & Wellbeing Consultant

Lynette O’Sullivan

losullivan@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Solutions Based Therapy

Sarah Anderson

sanderson@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Suffolk Family Carers - SFC

Kieron Whall

keiron.whall@suffolkfamilycarers.org

Wellbeing Consultant

Kelley Osman

kosman@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Wellbeing Hub

Emotional Wellbeing
support via referral
Linda Watkins

0345 600 2090 Mon-Fri 8am-7:30pm

Pastoral Support
Breakfast club

Speech and Language

SENCo or Leader of Learning referral

tpilkington@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Speech & Languge – ELKLAN School based Speech
- SENCo
& Language
Irlen’s
Mrs Pilkington

tpilkington@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Nurture Group

Lynette O’Sullivan

losullivan@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

Social Skills

Mrs Brown

lbrown@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

English as an additional
language - EAL

Mr Jones

robertjones@coleston.suffolk.sch.uk

tpilkington@copleston.suffolk.sch.uk

and grammar. They have also
used the Euroclub website to
research Spanish food. In their
lesson on the importance of
learning Spanish, they learnt
how learning Spanish can
enhance their career prospects
by developing many transferable
skills valued by employers.

Spanish
Year 7
Our Year 7s have shown great
resilience and demonstrated their
impressive work ethic during
Lockdown. They have adapted
quickly to remote learning and
many students have impressed
us with their enthusiasm and
determination to learn how to use
new websites in Spanish. They
have familiarised themselves with
the Active Learn website and
practised their listening, reading
and grammar skills and vocabulary.
They have also consolidated their
knowledge of using Quizlet and
BBC Bitesize.
Years 7 and 8
As part of Oxford University’s
Anthea Bell prize for young
translators, Years 7 and 8 were able
to practise their translation skills.
They translated a poem by Gloria
Fuentes, the famous Spanish poet
and author of children’s literature.
Through translating the poem ‘El
gallador despertador’, they learnt
the difference between literal
translation and creative translation.

KS4 and KS5
Years 9-13 have also impressed
us with their attitude to
remote learning. In addition to
continuing with the traditional
course content, remote learning
has afforded us the opportunity
to utilise a range of different
learning platforms.
Year 8
Year 8 have made a pleasing
effort during their remote
learning. Once again they have
adapted quickly and have been
busy consolidating work covered
during last term and furthering
their knowledge of vocabulary
and structures. They have
practised the present tense and
have learnt how to use the near
future tense. They have used
Quizlet, BBC Bitesize and Active
Learn to practise their reading,
listening and writing skills, as well
as for learning new vocabulary

Learning platforms
‘dual coding’) is a highly
effective way to develop
listening skills and we would
encourage all of our KS4
learners to aim for ‘a song
a day’ to develop this tricky
skill.

Lyrics Training has proved
particularly popular as it
allows students to listen
to a wide range of songs,
movie trailers and TV clips
in Spanish and complete
‘fill the gaps’ as they listen.
Listening and reading
simultaneously (a form of

Quizlet also continues to
be a firm favourite amongst
students. Again, this free
app is an excellent tool
for vocabulary practice.
Research tells us that
students need to engage
with vocabulary numerous
times (research suggests at
least seven times) to ensure
it is stored in the long term

memory. Quizlet has a
range of games and tests
to ensure consolidation and
‘deep learning’. Clearly, the
more vocabulary a student
knows, the more progress
they will make in Spanish
and we encourage our KS4
learners to make regular use
of Quizlet.
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Sports news
Lockdown PE
Over the January and February
period, PE at Copleston became a
strange and yet inspirational beast
as we asked students to select and
take on their own personal fitness
challenge from a whole host of
options presented to them in their
initial LIVE lessons. Activities ranged
from sunset runs and dawn cycling
to Yoga sessions and mastering the
perfect press-up.
We were delighted to see how many
approached this with such passion
and the way they shared their
exercise regime. We applaud all who
persevered and used physical activity
as a distraction and focus to turn
these last two months into a positive
in regards to health and fitness.
Her are a few of the students hard
at work.

Calling all Year 11 Female Footballers
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Sports news
PE snow days
The snow fall mid-February
presented the opportunity to have
a break from the usual PE exercise
challenges so the department set
students the challenge to build
something in the snow and send in
their photos. It was a great chance
to get away from the screens for a
brief period and experience proper
winter weather in Suffolk. Here are
a few of our favourites
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Achieving
success
together

